20A(F)

The Observer/ THURSDAY, JULY 15, 1993

Some colleges try for full-year liquor licenses 5

By T1M RICHARD
Srary Warter

Schoolcralt College of Livonia
and four other Michigan colleges
could qualify for full-year liquor
lldenses under n hotly dobated
bill paseed by the stato Senate.

- Senate Bill 83 won a bare 20-14
victory recently and was sent to
the House, where action ia unlike-
1y before fall.

- Oakland Community College
and Oakland University woron’t
included in the bill.

“Two weeks ago we took the
smokers out of the schools, Now
we'ro gonna let the drunks into
the colleges,” sald opponent Jack
Welborn, R-Kalamazoo.

. “We're not setting up drinking
places for students,” replied sup-
porter Robert Geake, R-North-
ville. “Schoolcraft College has one
of the best culinary arts centers in
the U.S." Geake called serving of
wines “abselutely appropriate
and has nothing to do with stu-
dent patties.”

Genke is a former board chalr-
man of Schoolcraft, a community
college. Schoolcraft has served
dinners to both political partles.
It hests a serles of gourmet
dinners that are advertised by
word of mouth and are usually
acllouts.

But opponent Doug Carl, R
Utica, equated the bill with tlsing
casualty costs, acts of violenco
and broken homes. “It sends &
bad message,” he snid.

“There will be nowhere near the
horeors described by the Prohibi-
tionlsts here,” ndded supporter
Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills.
“These are the convention facili-
ties of a clvilized society.”

“They can get a 24-hour N-
cenae,” soid opponent Jim Berry-
man, D-Adrian.

That ia what Schooleraft and
other colleges with banquet facili-
ties currently do. The bill would
remove the need for one-day ap-
plications and allow the licensing
of college-related conference cen-
ters,

0OCC seesno need.

OCC oceasionally uses the one-
doy licenses, spokesman George
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Cartsonis sald, but sces no need
for n year-round permit.

“Serving Mquor is not an inte.
gral part of our culinary arts pro-
gram, or part of any of our campus
activitles,” he sald. “It's certainly
not something that's central to
our missfon.”

Sen. Harry Gast, R-St, Josoph,
who sald he nover hns touched

beer, wine or whiskey in hia life,
sponsored tha bill on behalf of
Lake Michigan Community Col-
Jege. With the demine'of major ho-
tela in downtown St. Josoph and
Benton Harbor, LMC set up a
buslnesa conference contor,

Otherwise, sald Gast, there
ian't a good apot unless one trav-
cls 35 miles to South Bend or 50
miles to Kalamazoo,

As tho bill came through the
State Affalrs Committee, others

were odded to the list: Eastorn
Michi University'a
education center, Schooleraft's
W nter and Macomb
Community Colloge.

On the Senato floor, Phil Hoff.
man, R-Jackson, sought to have
Jackson Community Collego’s
Potter Centor added to the liat.
On first try, Holfman got only 13
votes, with 20 neceded. So Hoff-
man voted againat the entire bill,
and it lost.

An hour later, supporters cut a
deal with Hoffman. Jackson was
added, Hoffman supported tho
bill, and it hed the necessary 20
votes.

Here'’s how erea senators voted:

ylviate ity ‘Mat

tried to got & second reconsidera-
tion and lost.

Absent — Michae! Bouchard,
R-Birmingham.

A secondary issue was whethor
the publicly supported colleges
will te with busi

e8 —
Dunaskiss of Lake Orion, Geake,
David Honigman of West Bloom-
field, and Demiocrata Willlam
Faust of Westland, Faxon and
George Hart of Dearborn,
No — none, though Hart later

The Housc is likely to send Sen-
ate Hn{l 83 to the Liguor Control
Committee. Refer to the bill num-
ber u.:hen writing your representa-
tive in the State Capitol Building,
Lansing 48909.
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Here's what were
ng in Southeastern

Michigan to

Improve your service

own the line.

We want your electric service to be something you never have to think about.
So we're checking all the circuits in your area, all the way up to your home. We're

using infrared cameras to find hot spots in the lines. We're using ultrasound to check
the condition of the poles. We've added more than 1,200 contract personnel to get the

job done quickly and efficiently. It all part of our continuing commitment to provide
the best electric service possible for you, your neighbors, and all of our customers.
For more information, see the Bright Ideas newsleteer included with your bill.
And remember, the number to call to ask questions or report outages is

1-800-477-4747.

Were keeping you posted.

Southeastern Michigan | ot | Vi O | MEIYRENTS
Miles of line 26,974 15,957 10,840
Number of poles 954,405 | 174781 | 108,572
Number of circuits 2461 1,140 764

Delioif
Edison

A good part of your life.
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