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Don’t look for favorite in 45th Mile

AT

Firat, undorstand this: Thero
are no favorites,

Not reolly, At least that’s what
the staffl at Livonia's Ladbroke
DRC — which will host the 45th
running of the Michigan Mile
Saturday — are [nsisting when
asked about this year's edition of
a race thot should be renamed
“Longshot's Domain,”

Why? Because in the 44 previ-
ous races, only nine favoritea have
prevailed, Which makes betting
the favarite pretty risky.

Last year, 35-t0.1 shot Classic
Seven shocked a strong field to
win the $250,000 race. And what
of the favorite? Chief Hancho
faited miserably, never making o

vorite,” according to Cooney, falls
to Root Boy, out of Baltimore,

There's good reason; He's won
three-straight races, the last the
Stephen Foster Stakes at Church-
ill Downs in Loulsville Junc 19, a
race that Cooney said has served
o8 o springboard for Michigan
Mile entrants. Both races are 1%
miles, His other two wins were n

28,000 allowance race May 31
and the Nover Bend Handicop
May 16, both at Pimlico in'Balti-
more.

If you require a bit more histo-
1y, Root Boy was third in his pre-
vious two races, meaning he's fin.
ished in the money in all five of
races in "93,

1a that a Michigon Mile jinx or
what?

serivus bid while finlshing 11th,

Saturday's race, which featurcs
a $200,000 purse, is “one of the
better matched fields,” snid John
Coaney, an asaistant DRC public-
ity director. “It's got quality —
it's long on quality.

“In previous years, there was
ane standout. This is a tremen-
dously competitive field.”

Through Tuesday, there were
12 horses expected for the race,
the state’s premier thoroughbred
event, The dubious honor of “fa-

F since the ficld is s0
well-stocked. Said Cooney: “Root
Boy 18 a slight favorite, but look-
ing at second, there are five or six
horses that are very competitive.”

‘That includes Dignitas, a *very
capable” horse and winner of the
'32 Iinois Derby. However, Dig-
nitas is coming off a disappoint-
ing slxth.place finish in the Ste-
phen Foster.

Split Run is enather strong
challenger, followlng a win in the
Smoke Screen Handicap at Arl-
ington (N.Y.), in which he com-

pleted the mile in an Impressive
1:43, Still, even though Split Run
is onc of the nations more im.
pressive three.year-olds, he may
not have the necessary experienco
for a quality field.

Count the Time, according to
Cooney, s on the “verge of atar.
dom.” Out of Chicage, he’s fin-
ished second In two of his last
three races — but he'a o atretch
runner, which means he'll need a
strong pace to set up his finish.

American Chance, from Ken-
tucky, has over $500,000 In carcer
winnings ond third end first-place
finishes in his last two efforts,
both allowance races at Churchill
Downs.

If you're after a horse that
knaws the track, try Grand Circus
Park. He has four victories in five
DRC starts over the last two yeara
and was second in the Breeder's
Governor's Cup June 19,

Then there's Punchy, out of
Cleveland, another entrant on a
roll. He has four-straight wins,
the last coming In the Motor City
Handicap at DRC July 3, Accord-
ing to Cooney, Punchy poasesses
“good tactical speed, but he's nev-
er faced this kind of quality.”

The Mile will be international,
with Candid Cameron coming in
from Taronto, where he wen the

Déminion Day Handicap at
Woodbine, his second-straight
victory. Finlshing second to Cam-
eron in the Dominion was Power.
ful Punch, an entrant out of Arl-
ington. Before the Dominion Day
race, Punch won the Washington
Park Handicap.

Anather in the proapective field
that has a chance — at least as
good a ono as Classic Seven did
last year — is Vying Victor, a
strong challenger from California
with more than $500,000 in eamn-
inga. Victor was one of the better
three-year-olds laat year, but
hoen't done much in 93,

Gerald Bennett, DRC's leading
trainer, will be represented by
Fred’s Dancer, n three-year-old
that’s listed as a strong stretch
runner hut is too inexperienced.
And then there’s Lofty Slsu, who
wae fifth in the Motor City but
won the Breeder's Governor's Cup
at DRC June 19, beating Grand
Circus Park. If the track is wet,
Sisu could do well.

It makes for a well-rounded
field, one that should provide a
challenge for bettors, too. The 12-
race card starts ot 1 p.m.; the Mile
will be at §:15 p.m., and is being
simulcast to several sites around
the country.

Bouwlers have increasing equipment choices

Ball talk.
That's the
usual toplc these
days as many
bowlers are
thinking up new
wnys to attack
the lanes this
fall. There's a
new product out
cvery time you
look.

AL
Now  from
_HARRISON " AMF, which had
.1 regular

urethane ball called the “Sumo"”
(you remember those TV com.
mercials?), comes o trio of reac.
tive resin balls, cach a different
version of the “Ninja" series.

The Ninja has been out on the
market already, but now there
will soon be a “Ninja Fury” and
the “Ninjn Master.” Look for
them soon in your local pro shop,
B Did anyone clse happen to
catch the latest niring of the
“Senfor Pro Bowlers Tour" on
ESPN? The blg dally papers
hardly gave it a mention, but Ron
Winger put on the best display of
strike shooting [ have ever seen
on TV. Winger rotled 23 strikes in
24 attempts and won a $10,000
bonus for a perfect game.

Winger ralled a 300 in the fina)
match against Jimmy Certain, In
his first match he beat Goary Die-
kinsen, rolling 11 of a possible 12
strikes for a 279. The only frame

he failed to strike was the ninth,
where he left the 10-pin standing.
B While we're on the subject of
senior bowlers, this will be the in-
aupural season for the Senior
Men's Classic, which will com-
pete at 10 a.m. Wednesdnys at
Maoyfower Lanes in Redford
Township. It will be comprised of
four-man teams and Is restricted
to those with averages of more
than 170, The pre-season meeting
will take place at 10 a.m, Wednes-
duy, Aug. 18. There are still a few
openings left, either for regulars,
substitutes or fifth men. If inter-
ested, coll Oz Hovsepian at 277-
1249 or Mayflower Lanes at 937-

8420.
W Hall.of-fame bowler Mary

Mohacsi of Livonia will be con-
ducting a bowling clinle for son.
tors-only 2.3:30 p.m. Tuesday,
July 13 and 2.3:30 p.m. Tuesday,
July 27 at Merri Bow] Lanes. Be-
ginners are welcome. The more
experienced bowlers will learn to
sharpen their skills. Cost is $5
and includes coffee and free bowl-
ing passes,
BOWLING HONOR ROLL
Wonderiand Lanes (Uvonla): Summer Tno
Cassc — Doug Spker 279 (game) and 844
{four games}; Chuck Ruel 288/977; Jon Curtls,
% (100 pina over aversge); Ken Bashom,
Oak Lanes (Westland}: Wednescay Summer
Men's Too — Mm Hejka, 300/705; Gary Via
256/67 |; Dave Gacon, 225/650.
fled): Lodies N
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CRANBROOK TENNIS CLUB
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS
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JULY 18-20 JULY

Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook tennis courls
Bays, girls 10-under, 12.under at 8:30 a.m.
Boys, girls 14-under, 16-under at NOON

21 (RAIN DATE)

Nama
Address !
City State Zip
Sex Age Phone ( ) E
+$18 raglstration fee « Tournament directors: ’
Maks checks payable to: Marty Budner -
Cranbrook Tennis Club Don Brown
* Mall to: C + For more Information:
Don Brown Marty Budner at 801-2564
803 Tartan Trail Don Brown a! 334-2223
Bloomfield Hifls, MI 48304 Cranbrook a1 645-3169
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girebnlln (Livonlin) were second at
1,

The Hawks blanked the Blue
Stars (Detrolt) 3-0 in the champi-
onship match of the under-14
girls. The Hawks were unscored
upon in five tournament matches,

‘The LYSC Strikers reached the
under-19 girls finale with a 2-1
record in pool play and a 1-0 tri-
umph over Boots' Babes {Livo-
nia) in the semifinals,

In the boys' division champion-
ships, the Club Ohio/Dynamoe
Blues exploded to a 3-0 lead be-
fore the first half was over en
route to a 4.2 thrashing of the
Michigan Wolves (Plymouth) in
the under-19 title match.

Rochester Arsenal had four-

Dyt — Tonl Goodwin, 280/613;, Loretts Moss,
255,

wins to its credit be-
fore falling 2-1 to WISL in the un-

der-17 championship.

Cleveland United dominated
under-16 play, blanking four op-
ponents 17-0 before shutting out
the Blazers (Birmlngham) 5.0 in
the title match. Dynamo's penal-
ty-kick win over Vardar III in the
under-15 final was preceded by a
4.0 victory over the Canton
Strikers in the semis.

The Farmington Bandits
proved no match for the Red Bar-
ons in the under-14 division, los-
ing 4.0, And the DSC Hornets' 2-
1 victory over the Waterford War-
riors carned them the under-14
boys' recreation title and gave the
Hornets a 4.0 tourney record.

Qver 130 teams competed in the
three-day tournament, with
matches at four sites in Livonia.
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5:30 p.m.— Classic Junior 1 Mile Run (for kids 12 and under)
6:00 p.m.— 1 Mile Walk/Run
6:30 p.m.— 8 km Race

Make checks
and mail to;

For information call Running Fit—(313)347.49.

LAST NAME:

Race Starts at Northville Dﬂ/vns!
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