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Oriental art featured
in painting display

n exhibit ot the Oskland County Galleria in
Pontiac showa the delicacy and quiet
power of Criental brush painting.

The ahow continues through July 29 in
the Executive Office Bullding, 1200 N, Telegraph
{call the Office of Cultura] Affairs at 858-0416).

Thirty-five artista from
Taiwan, Venczuela and
Callfornin ap well as Michi-
gan display more than 100
paintings featuring
landscapes, figures, ani-
mals, still lifes and calligra-

- }xhy. l*}lghllghled alre wurrks
rom three generatlons o
CONTINUES the famed Liang family.
ther paintings are by
N SECTION members of the Midwest
= Oriental Art Club.
<7 ‘The Liangs introduced
new visions by combining styles of the East and
‘West. Professor Liong Tien-Ming (1898-1959)
dedicated himself to the cause of the Chinese rev-
olution. His subjects include a maple with red
leaves, horsea and General Kwan Yu, “a hero of
the three kingdoms,” who is painting at a desk.

The artist's brother, Professor Liang Yu-Ming
(1905-1984), was inspired by the outbreak of the
Sino-Japanese War. Among his works s a deli-
cately colored painting of “The Eight Fairics
Across the Sea.” Each creature in the boat in this
painting has ita own ne is grabbi:
the sleeve of another who {8 reaching Into the wa-

ter.

Another brother, Linng Chung-Ming, became an
eminent artiat, pictorial editor, lecturer and edu-
cator for modern Chinese history. His works in-
clude a boy leading a buffalo through & storm. The
viewer can feel them straining in the rough weath.

er.

‘With some works the shapes are suggested by
Tines that blur and seem to melt into the canvas,
Others are outlined more sharply. Colors may be
used sparingly, to breathtaking effect or not at all,
The calligraphy samples may have only one or two
large characters that fill the canvas, or be accom-
panied by illustrations, or feature rows of smaller
characters,

One of the featured artists is Yu-Ping Yung,
daughter of Liang Yu-Ming. She has taught and

hibited at the Blrmingham Bloomfield Art
sociation. Her works include the besutiful, float-
ing “Fairy of Longevity,” different views of friend-
1y frogs, and a colorful peony. E

Traditional acenes are presented, such as
landscapes with trees and small houses. “Royal
Ladies’ Spring Outing” by Liu Lan Jun looks like
on exquisite treasure from the past, Her fresh and
graceful “Outing from Misty Shawer,” [ i

Cranbrook showa lements |

- The ancient Grecks thought that four basic elements
v~ made up all matter, These four elements — earth, nir,
fire and water — ave featured in a current exhibit at
the Cranbrook Academy of Art in Bloomfield Hills.
The works in the display have the elements as sub-
jects, or allude to them in the way they were made,

By MARY KLEMIC
BTAFY WRITER

It's cloment-al.

That’s the themo of a current ex-
hibit at the Cranbrook Academy of
Art Museum in Bloomfield Hills.

The ancient Greeka believed that
four basic eloments — earth, air, fire
and water — made up all matter, The
show at Cranbrook is called “Earth,
Alr, Fire and Water: Elements of the
Permanent Collection.”

Exhibited paintings, prints, sculp-
ture, ceramics and glase have carth,
alr, fire or water as subjects, or they
refer to those clements through their
form or the way they were made. The
display continues through Oct. 31 at
1221 N, Woodward, between Lone
Pine and Long Lake roads.

~These are romantic pleces that
span centuries. Firo {8 In some of the
colors, alry delicacy in some details.
Some pleces look as if thelr materials
or hues came directly l‘rem the carth,

“Celestial Navigator” by Brian
Kritzman, a 1989 work, balances
wood, metal and plexiglass to form an
instrument. Dating before 1031, the
wool plece “The Sunbeam" by
Lorentz Klelser features human fig-
ures among cacti, trees and vines,

Subjects from the air include birda
(in embroldered wool on linen bed
hengings from about 1917 by May
Morris and Mary J. Newill) and a
plane (in a 1974 lithograph by James
Rosenquist).

John Kirchmayer's work called
“Music," dating from before 1917 and
made out of wood with gold
highlights, depicts an angel playing n
violln, while the 1981 “Icarus Series
No. 25" by L, Brent Kington is an ab-
stract piece made of mild steel, seryl-
ic and krylon,

Images of fire are in the red chair
and ottoman made of tubular steel by
j circa 1946-48, and the

and some depicti ina
misty, watery manner,
The earth is 1 in Zoltan

cro
1977 lithograph called “Devil at the
Keyboard” by Willem DeKooning, A

Sepeshy’s 1941 tempera study for the
“Scientist, Artist and Farmer” mural
for the Rackham Building in Detroit,
and a stoneware vase by potter Mary
Scheier and glazer and decorator Ed.
win Scheler. This 1948 vase features
figurea that resemble art by anclent
or primitive people.

‘learus Serles’: This steel
sculpture is one of the items in
the show having to do with
air.

stoneware vase from Pewabic Pottery,
circa 19308, changes color s it is
viewed from different sides, and
molded glass vases deslgned by Rene
Jules Lalique, also from the 1930s,
glow in red, blue and purple like a
flame,

‘Water is presented in the ofl paint-
ings of Niagara Falla by 19th century
artist Thomae Cole and “Snow”
(1950) by Nancy Brett, and the 1948
cacobola wood sculpture of an end.
lessly curving “Wave” by Glenn
Booth Chamberlain. Different maods
are shown in Eva Kwong's 1981

R.H. Hexsueion

Alry subject: This circa 1917 bed hanging, embroidered wool
on linen, is featured in a current exhibit at the Cranbrook
Academy of Art Museum in Bloomfield Hills called “Earth,
Air, Fire and Water: Elements of the Permanent Collection.”

porcelain work “Quict Storm,” and
Karel Appel’s 1978 brightly colored
wooden “Flying Fish.”

Carl Milles' 1938 plaster study for
the Doors of Agriculture and Industry
of the State Finance Building in Har-
risburg, Pa., shows a figure in the
rain. In his “Ontological Fragment
(Teunami)" of 1990, Ronald Leax
combines a child’a science book, a
porcelain  pan, salt and laundry
bluing.

Hours are 1-5 pm. Wednesday-
Sunday. Admission is $3 for adults, $2
for children, genior citizens and fulls
time students, free for children under
age 7 and museum members. Call 645-
3312,

Earth tone: This
1948 stoneware
vase is one of the
items in the
Cranbrook dis-
play that alludes
to earth, one of
the four basic ele-
ments that the
ancient Greeks
believed made up
all matter.

a
Mower and 8 hummingbird, received an Outstand-
ing award from the National Painting and Callig-
raphy Academy in China,

Examples of how just a few colors can bringa
painting to life include the goldfish by Chiang
Chung-Wang, and the hill mynah by Liang Tan-
Hul, A few strokes of green and blue-gray tint the
fish, The mynah's yellow beak is the solo spot of
color.

Explosions of colors are in the chrysanthemuma
by Chang Dann Liang, and the peacock and cra.
happle by Jack Liang, Yu-Ping Yung's brother,
who coordinated the show with her.*

Among the whimslcal notes in the show are a
painting by Lieng Shiow-Chung of animals in wa-
ter listening to a youth playing a flute, and others
Ly Chiang Tan-Mei Liang featuring awallows
seeming to leap from a willow like two trapezeart.
{ats, and two small birde dwarfed by a large
branch,

Liang Jo-Lan Lee presents the slender leaves of
an orchid rather than its blossom, In "Sprmg At

Exhibit heads south

the Pond,” Tan Lee Cheng shows {1
Lranches over s lnke, in which fish can be seen
looking up. A palnting by Vera Smith shows
grapes, and o littlo graeshopper that isn’t apparent
at firat, Works by Leonard Alkon, o Seuthfield
commerclal real estate broker who haa exhibited
at. the BBAA and the Chinese Cultural Center in
Troy, include the cioseups “Winter Pine,” branch-
ea with touches of anow, and ‘‘Blue Fury," a bird
with wings fluttering like the skirt of a lamenco
dancer,

Brushes, solid ink, senls and inkstones used in
the rt are also displayed.

Tho exhibit Ia part of a partnership of the Mid-
west Orlental Art Club and the BBAA to enhance
the cultural exchange and public awareness of Ori-

*ental arta and philosophy.

Euphoric haunt

The colloge collection by Joseph Bernard on
display to July 31 in “Euphoric Hount” at the
Feigenson/Preaton Gallery, 786 N, Woodward in

abilia,

8co OALLERIES, 7E

Sharp Image: This wood and metal wall sculpture by Marcos
Coelhio Benjamin is one of the works by Latin American art-
ists exhibited this month at the O.K. Harris/David Klein Gal-
lery in Birmingham.

By MARY KrLeMIC
Srave WATER

The mystery and beauty of the
lands south of the equator are found
in an exhibit by Latin American art-
ists at the O.K. Harris/David Klein
g)nllery in Birmingham through July

;I‘he gallery, 430 N. Woodward, pre-
sents emerging talents from those
ies | | inting an

n
photography.

Rena Julleta Hanono offers the
mixed media installation “Ner-
cissun.” Disturbing images are paint-
ed on boxea that are stacked like a
child’s building blocks set. They in.
clude barbed wire and o form appar-
ently trapped in a large pot, arms coy-
ering the face or the back of the head
facing the viewer,

The boxes are arranged in front of &
mirror that slightly distarts the
viewer's image. The crown imago on
the painted figure’s head is also on

the top of the mirror, as if the person
looking in the mirror and the figure
are the same.

Marcos Coclho Benjamin's metal
and wood sculpture pleces bring sub-
tle colors out of the rust and steel
hues. Fernando Velloso's glender clay
and straw sculpture looka as though
it came from a larger structure, or was
a support piece for a table or building,
‘The canvas appears cracked In the
large, brooding, black and white char-
coal works by ©Oscar Munoz Punto
DcFuga.

‘The black and white photos by
Mario Cravo Neto and Flor Garduno
are intriguing. Among Neto's subjects
are birds held up to someone’s eyes ns
if thoy were tears. Garduno focuses on
such subjecta as a young woman car-
rying a basket of flowers on her head.

Hours are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tues-
day-Saturday. Call 433-3700.

Artbaat features varous happenings in the

lecturo and demonstration on ““The Mystery of

Blrmingham {(call 644-3955), is dreamliko memor.

suburban ants world. Send news leads to: Cre-
ative Living, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E, Maple, Birmingham 48009, or fax them
by calling 644-1314.

For and rovl of pi
formances, tum to tho Entertainment soc-
n.

I CHINESE EXHIaIT

‘The Troy Public Library, 5610 W. Blg Beaver
Road in the Civic Conter complex juat enst of I
76, will host an art exhibit by the Chiness Asso.
ciation of Greater Dotroit noon to 5 p.m. Satur-
day. The exhibit will feature Chinese folk art,
including Chinose Now Year picturea and wax

!

Ait Beat

Chinese and Japanese Black Ink Painting” 7

p.m. Friday, July 23, at The Print Gallery, 29203

');I‘ulrthwntem Highway In Franklin Plaza at 12
Hlo In Southfield.

printing pictures by artists from the People’s Re-
public of China.

The Chincso Association of Greater Detrolt is
a non-political, non-profit organization whose
goal {8 to facilitate friendship and promote ox-
changes among Chinese peoplo and people from
other cultures.

W EXPLORING A MYSTERY

Michael Farroll, art historian from the Univer-
aity of Windsor, will present a slide-illustrated

“Sul-boku.Ga"” (water and ink painting) and
“Sumi-e” (black ink picture) describe a mysteri.
ous form of palnting that originated in China.
Buddhiat monks meant for the picturea to lead
tho viewers toward “sudden enlightenment,” the
goal of this form of csoteric Buddhism, The art
eventually Joft the monasterios to become an ac-
ademic style used in such traditional subjects as
{andacape and still life palnting.

‘Tho Print Gallery is open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
gllszn sdltgisnurdny and to 9 p.m. Thuraday. Call




