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Hines Park begins playoffs on shaky ground

B
At gTsm KOWALSKI .

A month ago, Hines Park Lin- ,

coln-Mercury couldn’t walt for
the Livonia Cnlleginu Baseball
Lengue playoffs to be,

But now that the I‘our-tenm
playoffa are one day away, mem-
biers of the regular season league
champion probably aren’t too
sure about their chances,

Consider:

O Aler going undefeated in its
first 18 regular-senson games,
Hines Park finshed 5-6-1 in {ts
last 12 games,

M Hines Park (22-6-2 overall, 46

pointa) will be without its most
vammlo athlote/pitcher Scott
Kapla and starting center fielder
Jnson Riggs, both of whom are
out with injurles.

W The playoff games are nine
innings long opposed to seven,
making pitching depth a premi-
um,

The playoffa begin Friday with
a double-header starting at 5:30
p.m. at Ford Field,

Hines Park meeta fourth-place
Westland Federation (14-14-1 be.
fore Wedneaday) in the first
game, followed by second-place

Little Caesars (21.9) againat
third-place Dol-Wal (18-11-1).
The doublo. ellmlnatlon format
features twn games Saturday {2:30
pm. and 6 p.m.) and two more
Sunday (2:30 p.m., followed by
the 6 p.m. championship),

‘The champlon goes to the Na-
tiona! American Baseball Federa-
tion regional in Altoonn, Pa.

“It's golng to be tough to get
out of it,"” Hines Park coach Ken
Wandzel said, “Theres hothing
more that Westland would like to
do but beat us,”

Kapla, 6-0 with a 1.47 earned

Tun average, has arm trouble and
can't throw or bat for at least two
weeks, according to Wandzel,
Rigge broke his leg at work and ia
out the rest of the season,

Hines Park atill has pitching
aco Jefl Paluk, 7-1 with a 1,29
ERA, to go with Steve Ross (6-1,
304 ERA), Andrew Margolick
and Brian Paluk (Hines Park
property who has pltched mostly
in Connie Mack).

“Littlo Paluk might have to
come with his game face on,”
Wandzel said.

Defending champ sits on sidelines

Walter's  Appliance will be
watching the Livonia Colleginte
Haseball League playoffs from the

sidelines.
ble-head:

Walter's beat Wendy's 3¢ in
Sunday's firat game, which was
called in the third inning because
Wendy's player John Colling wos
ejected for throwing his bat, leav-

Walter's split a d
on Sunday sgainst Wendy's at
Ford Field to finlsh the scason
with u 12-18 record (24 points)
und aut of the four-team post sea-
sun playoffs.

Last scason, Walter's won the
LCBL playoifs and placed second
in the All~Amnricnn Amateur

ing the team with only eight play-

ors,
Wendy's won the second game

9-1 as Walter's Chuck Coleman

suffered the pitching loss, alfow.

ing four runs in four innings.
Lance Sparks, the winning

pm:hcr, struck out seven,

Herrin was Wendy's

Pa,

hero on the day, going 6+

\\’u(lnnd Federation claimed the
final playofl spot with a 14-14-1
record, five points ahead of fiRh
place Walter's.

“We still had a chance
1nathematically but knew West-
land Federation would beat
‘Tecumsch at least one of two
games (Sunday),” Walter'a coach
Mike Keller said. “It's golng to be
different sitting on the hill
{watching the playoffa ot Ford
Field) this year, We were young
but still competitive, lostng saven
gomes by one run,”

for-6. He had a double, triple and
two RBI in the nightcap.
Hines Park falls

The lest-place Tecumseh
Green Giants scored five runs off
Hines Park Linculn Mercury re.
liever Steve Ross (Redford Catho-
lic Central) in the sixth inning
Tuesday to win the season finale
for both teams, 6.5, at Canton
High School,

Ross, who replaced starter Tom
Davey after five innings, allowed
five hits and lasted only % of an

inning before ace Jeff Paluk came
on to quiet the Tecumseh bats,

Gory Pierce led Hines Park
with two hits, two runs scored and
an RBI. Duvey was 1-for-3 with a
run scored; Heath Fowler and
Traccy Ewald uach had a hit and
an RBI and Ed Gundry had a sac-
rifice fly for an RBI,

Caesars sweeps

Little Caesars ended its regular
season Sunday with a aweep over
Del-Wal, 10-2, 6-2, at Ford Field,

Mark Van Ameyde won the
first game with a complete game
five hitter. Lawrence Scheffer had
three hits and four RBI and Jerry
Shippe contributed three hits and
three RBI. Dave Roman had two
hits and Chris Hollman drove in
two runs.

Scheffer also keyed the 5-2 vie-
tory with two hits and three RBI
in a game that was rain-shortened
after five innings. Mark D'Anto-
nio was the winning picher,
throwing a fivo hitter. Roman and
Randy Gierczak delivered a pair
of hits each,

Caesars_on  Friday defeated
Westland Fedetation, 6-1, at Ford
Field.

Adam Marano pitched a com-
plete-game four-hitter and
Roman and Matt Patterson add-
ed two hits and two RBI aplece.

Del-Wal winsin 8

Del-Wal scored two runs in the
top of the cighth inning Friday to
break a 1-1 tie and beat Walter's
Appliance 3-1 ot Ford Field,

Del-Wal forced extra inninga
after scoring once in the top of the
seventh inning with t uts to
tie the acore at 1-1.

Todd Boike threw a two-hitter
with eight satrikeouts and two
walks to carn the win.,

After Walter's got the first two
outs in the seventh, Noah Bremen
singled. Three atraight walks on
full-counts forced Bremen home
with the tying run.

Del-Wal scored twice in the
eight, also with two outs. John
VanDenBrink, Clff Murray,
Bremen and Tom Grigg had con-
secutive singles to score two runs.

Westland loat four of the five
meetinga with Hines Park during
tho season but conch Joo Vondra-
cck points out three of the four
losses wero by a total of three
runs.

Friduy’a second game pits a
perennial challenger for the poat-
senson _title, Little Caesars,
ogainst Del-Wal, one that is hop-
ing to win its first crown.

Caesara closed the regular aea-
son with a sweep over Del-Wal on
Sunday. Caesars has two of the
hottest hitters in the league, Law-

rence Scheffer ( 397) and Dave
Roman (410), to go with the
LCBL's top hitter Malt Patterson
(.448). Cacsara would benefit even
more if leadofl man Andy Krueger
is able to show.

“We've got as good a chance as
anybody,” Cacsara coach John
Moraitis sald. “The boys are h\b
ting pretty good now and we've
also got (Jerry) Shippe back.”

Del-Wal has a strong four-man
pitching rotation, led by North
l’-‘frmlngton gradunte Mark Tem.
ple.
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Detroit is a “city of suburbs.”
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