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. Birmingham Theatre
he following matince performances of Stage
Door Productions’ “Godapell” at the Bir-
o mingham Theatre, 231 S, Woodward, have
been eanceled, 2 p.m. Thursdays, July 22 and July
29, 5 p.m. Saturdays, July 24 and July 31, and 3
p.m. Sunday, Aug, 1. Shows continuc at 8 p.m.
‘Thursdays and Fridays, and 8:30 p.m. Saturdays
- through Aug, 1. Ticket holders for canceted mati-
- neea can exchange thelr tickets for other perfor-
" mances or obtain a refund by calling 644-3533.

- ‘Outdoor concert
o he Tailgate Ramblers will present a concert
7:30-9 p,m. today at Wilson Barn, Middle-

: belt at West Chicago in Livonia. “One
Flight Up"” will present a folk musie concert 7:30.9

‘p.m. Thursday, July 29 at Wilson Barn, Bring

{awn chaira or a llanket to sit on, Concerts are

presented by the Livonia Arts Commission, Music

Under the Stars, For more information, call 421-

. 2000, Ext, 351 or the arts hot line, 425.2326,

- Great Taste Festival

he first Grent Taste In Downtown Roches-

ter's Juzz and Food Festival will be 11 a.m,

to 9 p.m, Saturday, July 24, on East Third
Street. The festival will feature area restaurants,
artists and music including Lunar Octet at 1 p.m.,,
the Keller/Kochier Quintet at 3 p.m. and New
Waortd Order Jazztet at 5 p.m. For more festival
information, call 656-6666.

W.B. Youtheatre

est Bl 1d Youtheatre

the opening of its second production,

*Alice in Wonderland, the Musical,”
featuring more than 120 performers, ages § to 15,
7:20 p.ro. Thursdey, Friday and Saturday, July 22.
24 and 2:30 p.m. Sumilay, July 25, at West Bloom-
field High School, Orchard Lake Road, north of
Walnut Lake Road. Tickets 85 for adults, $3.50 for
students anid seniors, nvailable at the door. For
information, call (800) 824-8314.

Musical revue
he Jewish Community Center and Chil-
T dren’s Entertainment Company will pres-
ent “The Wizard of Oz Revue a musical
salute to une of the greatest filims ever made 7:30
p.m. Wednesdnys, July 28 and Aug. 4 at the Jew-
jsh Community Center, DeRoy Theatre, 6600 W,

Maple, West Bloomfield. Tickets, $4. For informa-
tion, call 661.1000, Ext. 293,
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Costumes enhance ‘Charlotte’s Web’
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By SANDRA DALKA-PRYSBY
HPECIAL WRITER

Each summer youth theater dlrec-
tors spend countless hours turning
hundreds of child

Shirley Fager's costumes turn children performing in
the Stagecrafter's Youth Theatre production of
“Charlotte’s Web," into realistic spiders, rats and
other creatures, Find out how she did it.

“CHARLOTTE'S WEB"”
Theater: Stagecrafter’s Youth
Theatre production at the
Baldwin Theatre, 415 S, Lafay.

into
and actors.

Barbara Lyon, of Bloomfield Hills,
director of the Royal Ook Stage-
crafters Youth Theatre, had an added
challenge this year. She alse needed
to turn most of the cast of “Char-
Iotte’s Web" into animals and other
creatures,

Lyon sought the assistance of expe-
rienced costumer Shirley Fager, alse
of Stagecrafters, and the result is re-
alistic pigs, sheep, geese, a lamb, owl,
bat and a rat, The biggest challenge,
according to Fager, was “Charlatte.”

The lead of this musical adaptation
of the popular children's story is a
splder, played by 11-year-old Mellasa
Harrison of Livonia,

“After checking plctures; and books
on apiders, I made sketches of the
type of eight-legged crenture I wanted
to create. It had to be o classy spider
80 1 came up with the idea of using a
black satin tuxedo jacket as the basis
for the costume,” snid Fager, “Then 1
sewed it, stuffed it, pushed it and
shoved it to get it into the shape ]
wanted. Once I was satisfied with the

ctte, Royal Oak.

Curtaln time: Shows 7 p.m.
Thursday, July 22, 7 p.m, Fri-
day, July 23, 11 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Saturday, July 24 and 2 p.m.
Sunday, July 25,

Tickots: Arc $4 per person
available at the theater box off-
ice. All seats reserved, For infor-
mation, call 541-6430,

a PREVIEW

she eald. A children’s book, “My Lit-
tle Book of Farm Animals,” was one
of her best aids for creating the ani-
mat costumes for “Charlotte’s Web.”
She turned to a biaque figurine of an
owl to create another of the creatures
in the production.

“1 not only want the costumes to
look realistic, but I want the kids to
fee! good in them. I will add some-
thing here and there, or remove some-
thing to accomplish these goals,”

Ll_bby Frysby of Birmlingham ap-

body, I made stuffed satin legs with
wire down the center.”

Fager's work with arachnids wasn't
finished with the completion of the
“Charlotte” costume. She made three
more spider outfits for the babies,

Fnger uses a number of sources for
inspiration when creating castumes,

ow Fager
is to the children's concerns. “I felt
uncom(ortable In the dress I wear in
the country fair scene because it is
low cut in back,” said the 12.year-old,
“Mra, Fager added a big red bow to
climinate the problem.”

Another thankful cast member is
10.year-old Mike Kopera of Troy,

Y %

Realistic costumes: Melissa Harrison (left), Mike Kopera, Me-

gan Kapera and Libby Prysby show off the costumes they
wear in the Stagecrafter’s Youth Theatre production of

“Charlotte’s Web."”

who plays Templeton, a rat. Instend
of having to wear a full costume of
fur, which would be uncomfortable
and hot, Fager made him a light-
welght body suit with fur pleces add-
ed to the hood and the leggings. He
also wears a tunic made of fur-like
fabric,

“Even though our rat isn't exactly
like the real thing, Templeton looks
quite natural, only meaner and rat-
tier,” Fuger said.

Fager, who has been making cos.
tumes for 18 years, she began by mak-
ing Halloween costumes for her chil-
dren, is responsible for outfitting all
30 members of the "Charlotte’s Web"
coat, which Includes Megan and

Stephanie Kapera of West Bloomfield
and Steve Rundell of Troy,

I never stick to a pattern because I
usually can’t get the size I need or the
look I'want to achieve with a ready-
made pattern,” she said. For example,
this production calls for a bat, played
by Michelle Perez, 16, of Troy.

“The only pattern I could find in
the stores was for Batman, and that
would never do. I have to design cos-
tumes based on the director's wants
and needs.”

According to Lyon, she couldn't be
more pleased with the costumes.
“Shirley’s vision and mine have been
right in sync, The costumes truly en-
hance the overall performance.”

Villain hilarious in musical melodrama

The Troy Players’
productlon of Shar-
key & Stein's musi-
cal melodrama “The
Saloonkeeper's
Daughter” is garden
variety theater with-
out much creativity
employed. Melodra.
mas have an inten-
tionally Mimsy script

SALLY
DUBATS

lassical Bells will presenta h pro-

gram 7:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 2, at Rose-

dale Gurdens Presbyterian Church, 9601
Hubbard, Livonin to benefit First Step, a shelter
for'abused women and children. There will be no
admission charge, but donations to First Step will
be accepted. For more information, call 425-2031
or 425-7861.

Ciassic tale

emptember Praductions, a nonprofit, local
s professional touring company will be pre-
. senting *“T'he Adventures of the Ugly Duck-
ling,” 11,30 a.m. and 1 p.m. Saturdays, and 2 p.m,
Sundays through Aug. 8 at Trinity House Theatre,
38840 W. Six Mile, Livonia, Tickets $5 adults, $4
children. For information, call 615.0414.

for the purpose of
broad range comedy and audience
participation, but the ‘Troy Ployers do
not use this device to their advantage.

Director Roscanna Scobic neglects
to tell her actors to have fun with this
device as well. Prior to the show, Sco.
bie inatructs the audience to boo,
hiss, cheer, or throw popeorn at the
actors (stondard melodrama ploys),
and this is part of the show when re-
peated by an actor at the show's be.
ginning.

But as the audience does as they
are told, the actors don't “play™ with
this device. An paper hits en actor,
rather than sneer at the audience, he
forgets hia lines,

“THE SALOONKEEPER'S
DAUGHTER"
Theater: Troy Players at the
‘Troy Community Theatre, 520

‘West Big Beaver Road, Troy.
Curtaln time: Shows 8 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, July 23.
24, 2 p.m. Sunday, July 25.
Tickets: Call 879-1285
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to “The Saloonl .
Daughter,” sct in the 0ld West, i
clude an evil villain named Mannly
Rasch, played moderately well by Jo-
seph LoGuidice, his simple-minded
pssistant Seedy Shlepper (Donna
Kussad), & hero named Rusty Witts
(Robert Tome), and various ladies in
distreas and dance hall girls,

The basic premise of “The Saloon-
kecper's Daughter” is a greedy evil
villain vying for the hand of the inno-
cent parson’s daughter or the pure
saloonkeeper's daughter — both for

money. The lines are comical, includ.
ing the villain's exit to the kitchen
while saying, “As I always say about
women; get 'em while they're hot!”

LoGuidice (the evil villain) has
contorted his face into hilarious con-
figurations in past shows, and is fun.
ny in this show. Regrettably (with the
exception of one song, none of which
are Hated In the program), the direc-
tor does not use LoGuidice's funny-
face talent to its fullest in this pro.
duction when broad comedic styling
is needed most.

Donna Kussad as Scedy Shlepper
does use her face to its fullest with
crossed eyes and a funny goofy stare,
and always stays in character.

The Saloonkeeper, Red Whiter is
played by Bill Hellebuyck (who
stepped intn rehearsals during the
last week). Hellebuyck is functional

parson's daughter, also fails in this

respect.

Bob Zawideh and Robert Tome as
Blacky White and Rusty Witts give
hum-drum performeances as well,

Melodrama music is not noted for
its originality nor listening pleasure,
but is just & backdrop for fun and
theatrical frivolity and harmlessly
pokes fun at the music industry as a
whole. Music director Margaret
Wunschl doesn't make the most of
this device, but rather allows the
singers to sing on as if these were or-
dinary songs.

Troy Players’ production of “The
Saloonkeeper's Daughter” was pro-
duced with limited knowledge of true
melodrama, notwithstanding block-
ing problems and pace problems due
to miased lines cues and lack of pre-

as Red White, and likable,

Lily White, the title actress, is
played with a mere modicum of effort
by Stephanie Garza, Garza never im-
plements standard melodrama gags
to illuminate her character’s humor,
Corisa Lesner as Charity Kindly, the

Sally Dubats of Madison Heights is
on an actress, director and teacher,
who teaches at community theaters in
the metropolitan area. She is artistic
director of West End Productions
headquartered in Livonia.
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Maximum 5 EAPIAc
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36000 Seven Mile LUNCH 8
Livonla « 442-2228

.__TuesoAv |
MEXICAN FIESTA
7 Entrees 3595

:
H GERHMQ:TN/POLISH
All You Can Eat 5695

SUNDAY BREAKFAST

BOOK YOUR REHEARSAL
DINNERS WITH US

||
1
]
|
'] 261-3550
|
|
1

LIVONIA
33608 Plymouth Rd.
(West of Fanningion Rd.)

261-3560

I Other Buddy's Locations l
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DAILY

:OVEN FRIED CHICKEN
» Al you can cat s 695 l u‘uué:-'v'%‘ " %’9‘-‘.’;‘ l
» _Complete Dinner Lo bu] I
. TRIDAY camy Ot Ouin) {Ceery Out Omiyy
L8 FisH FRY $69 .y Bring this ad in for...
« EAT Slaw and Fries I $2 off I
Any Large Plzza H tel
PRIME RIB 5895 l i O
Complete Dinner or Large Anf to or o .
3 Large Greck Salad ST AN I

e hase i hids' playnxmn, smenus, special ameniti
“hid\ of all ges, Parking s free, and we'ne only minutes from the aipon,

$83 i
funds

Plesur had 48 Mrs im whuioce.

4

I We know how 10 make families happy -
with luts of fun a1 a remarhable value.
I * Lunurious sccommodations for 2 adults, 2 kids
l * Full hreakfast = Free parking
THE PARK PLAZA

. The place 10 be when you bring your famity to dowatown Toronie = for s
1 Shy Do, W visit ihe Royal Ontario Museur, or shap at
1 the Eaton Cenire ar Yorkaille, Ard youll park for free at the Park Plaza,
' THE BRISTOL PLACE

Enjoy the use of ogr indoor post, sauaa and healih club. Retay Munvand Dad,
I and in-rxnn mavies for

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-268-4927
Swbpest aranunbabutits

125 funds Taves et
Eflanve Apnt 1, {9),

T,

P

Hotel

VUDIXON RD , TORONTU, ONT. MOW SN4
(416) 675344 FAX (416) 6751426

Live Main Lolster

Alashar. King Casl

12 ounce sieamed with butter

oy $77S

Royal Oak
326 W, Fourth Strect

542-1990

Sunmer %mw( Festuwal
Fectuning

One pound Flown Fresh from Boston dally
pes

— not available in conjunciion with othee discounts —
Also, complete banquet facilities for 10 to 300
at the Farmington Hills Metro Musicafe

Wyandolte

2917 Biddle Avenue 34555 W. 12 Mile Road
Comer of Foutth and Latayeite  Comet of Oak and Biddle
28

also available:

Muossels P

One pound fresh mussels in white
wine & provencal style

Key Lime Die
Flotida’s Favorite « made fresh daily
—and —

o Shing Cocktuil o Calamant
o (akd Toast o Seafood Salad
* Reck Shrimg Parte o Linguine w328 Qlas

Farmington Hills

1n the Atboretum between
Farmington and Drake
4 0

8900




