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designs reflect Country French ar-
chitecture depends mainly on the
client.

“I had one clent recently that
(upon seelng a preliminary de.
sign) said, ‘That’s too French.' ”

Some of the more distinct fea-
tures of the architecture include
shutters (long absent from much
of the erchitecture in the reglon),
private balconies (often embel.
lished with decorative metal rafl-
ings), brick but in a different vari-
ety of colors, recessed windows
with decorative arches and pedi-
ments {many with lended gloss
and metal frames), bands of dif-
ferent colored brick or stone along
the top, stucco walls, small court-
yards and terraces,

Bryce sald many of the clients
interested n Country French are
chitecture are older.
© “They're people that we did a
contemporary for five or six years
ago ond they want something a
bit more traditional,”

Traditional, he said, can mean
a lot of things of course, but what
nttracts people to Country French
is its casun] feeling. “It's not for-
mal, yet it's still detailed — it's
vomfortable.”

Ken Evangelista, president of

Evangelista Architects in Bir-
mingham sald that while he
hosn't noted any unusual in.
crenso in demand for Country
French architecture, he has no-
ticed clients are leaning towards
more relaxed architectural styles,

“We do a lot of country clubs
and the dining rooms are making
o complete turnaround,” he sald.
Where once the country clubs do-
manded formal dining rooms with
seating for 200,

“Now we see formal seating for
60 people maximum; the 250 seat-
ing dining rooms are much more
formal,” Evangelista sald,

Country French certainly fits in
the “relax category” while at the
same time maintaing a high level
of sophistication,

informal.

“They have a quiet civility, but
o formaolity that iz not preten.
tious,” Farlow said.

Doing the job well requires a
certain amount of sophistication
on the part of the architect, which
is partly the reason why there
hesn't been a large number of
homes built in this area,

Whether the style can be dupli-
cated at the preductlon housing
lovel is debatable, Farlow said.
“One of the advantages we have
here is that over the years we have
been able to identify the best con.
tractors who have, in turn, identi.
fied the best subcontractars.”

‘The intricate work required ina
Country French or one of the as-

socinted styles also necessitates
the use of special artisans and
craftaman,

“{Interested clients) have an
awarencss of this type of architee.
ture,” Farlow sald. They aren't in-
terested in impressing people or
satisfying egos — they're interest.
ed because they have an apprecia-
tion for the architectural style.

“As people travel more, they og-
gregate more and tastes become
more refined,” he said.

People buying into Country
French and assoclated styles are
past keeping up with the Joneses
and have evolved to the point of
doing things for the eatisfactlon.

“It's less competition and more-
cnllghtcﬁnent."

Mark Farlow, a project manager
at Victor Saroki mn;3 iAsxoch:i.::s
At Foks

.C. in
said his firm has also noted an in-
crease in request for Country
French and similar forms like
French Provincial and English
Country style homes.

Farlow sald many of the proj-
ects in this veln are challenging
because they are done in exeruci.
ating detail, and yet the overall
affect {8 somewhat relaxing and
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Room To Grow. Space To Play.
For gunu}aliuns, families from far and wide have seitled in
the countryside surrounding Ann Arbor in scarch of 2

better life. Today, in Beacon Square, that promise is still
available at a remarkably
affordable price. With spacious
1/3-acre lots, large rooms for
family roomy
kitchens and family rooms for
casual limes together...every
Beacon Square home is built
with dedication to the qualities
that make up today's family.
Look into Beacon Square built
by Irvine Group 1oday and
discover what sets us apart.
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o Neighborhood
sidewalks

s Wide choice of
single family
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FOR THE LATEST NEW HOME AND CONDO CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION
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\for builders then the Hotline Number listed below or follow the recorded instructions and browse through the listings,
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DEVELOPMENT ciry PRICE BUILDER BUILDERS HOTLINE
Maple Forest Wixom $123.700 Bosco Bullding, tne. 4511
Rolling Moadows Laoke Qrion $170,000 Pulte Homos 4512
WAYNE COUNTY
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