A(F)

The Observer/ Tnunsmv. JuLy 29, 1993

who

hoods or ¥ 1al sections,

Agg'lgg sota “Wﬂatlonn
is someone who
{s always disap-
pointed because
nothing s over
a8 we imagine
them, I told
mysclf this over
and over again
wtfl| bofore Iloftand I
- tried not to es.
MARTINEK tablish any ex-
“~—e—— pectations about
Alos or life In France.
[Y"' peoplo kapt giving me slices
1

Mout of the homes and apart-
ments are in'tho quartiora and
each has a local “tabac” which
gells magazines, newapopers &
cigarettes, bakery and fruit/vego-
table market. Otherwise, most
shops are downtown along with
the theater, cinoma, cafes, restan-
rants, polico atation and post off-
leo. In ordor to do any mnjor shop-
plng or business, you have to go
downtown.

Almost everyone shops in cen-
tro ville. Tho shops are more pet-
ite nnrl upeclnlizcd than those in
but thoy are also

those into a p[ct\no of old cobble-
stone streots lined by old stene
hauses with red wooden shuttors
and colorful flower boxes. I imag.
ined beginning each morning with
a walk to the boulanger or bakery
to buy the doy’s bread, in passing
the other proprictors aa they un-
rolled their awnings and set up
their tablos for the business day.
Of course, Ales Is nothing like
thia. The cobblestone streets are
asphalt roads on which you watch
carefully aa you walk for the car
that may be taking the curb at too
fost a speed. The old brick or
stone houses are monatrous con.
crete apartment buildings with
functional pull down metallic
shutters and wash hanging out to
dry. And the indlvidual, petlta

stores to buy bread, cheuse. meat -

or other goods are comblned into
the Intermarche, the local super-
market. .

Not as I Imngined, Ales is a
small city, according to French
standards. Larger than a village,
which is usually only a main-
street of shops surrounded by
houses, Ales scems the size of
Birmingham and designed on
falrly the same concept. There is
a downtown ares, which in French
is “centre ville,”" surrounded by
four “quartiers” which are neigh.

Local GOP
office moves

The Republican Committee of
Oankland County has moved its
headquarters,

The new office is at 726 S,
Adams, Suite 14 in the south end
of Birmingham's South Adnms
Square Mall.

Anllam.tolp, m opcn house
is planned on Aug. 2
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IT'S JUST
" POSSIBLE
- YOU'VE"
“READ THIS
PAPER
BEFORE..

Bacause this newspoper
.| uses recycled newsprint
whenever it can.
Recycled newsprint Is just
one of many useful
products made from old
:| newspopers. Recycling
‘| keeps the newspaper
you're reading from the
landfill. And it helps us all
to save money. So, after
you read, recycle,
+And we'll do our part.
we'll use It again,
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more personable. Upon entoring
the shop, each new customer s
greeted by the proprietor and
upon exiting it would be rude not
to thank the owner for having had
the opportunity to browse and
buy, Many of the shopkecpers
know many of their clients per-
sonally and these close acquain-
tances recolve thoe traditional dou.
ble kiss (kisses on both cheeks)
which now seema to have been ex-

everywhere, 1 had oxpected tho
McDonald’s — which is packed at
Junchtime — because I knew it
oxisted. Yet, I didn’t expect Les
Allemands, the Jocal mall. Locat-
ed in the residential section of
town, Les Allemands s home of
the Marches,
The French shopper can find
nnythlng fromh I\omu and gurdan
at tl

paas, it gocms like a party in the.
commons area with music playlng
and peoplo gathered, talking, eat-
ing or playing Bowles. Tho nar-
row, winding stroeta lined with
ancient buildings and shops or
the pale yollow houses with
orange-tiled roofa clustored on the
hillsides moko it hard to mies the
urbnn atmosphere of homo where

Tho following is & list of Red
Cross Bloodmobiles in the area
for tho month of August:

day, Aug, 6: West Bloom-
fledd — Jack Cauley Chevrolet
Ine,, 7020 Orchard Lake Road.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mark Worth-
Ington, 855.9700.
B Thursday, Aug. 12: Troy —
Holiday Inn Troy, 2637 Ro-

slice up the city.

the weekly food supply at the ln-
termarcho. And If what ono is
searching for {a not clectronic
equipment at the Logimarcho or
clothes at the Vetimarche then
it’a most likely located at one of
the 26 other boutiques within the
mall, It's not quite tho acale of
Twelve Oaks, but baslcally the
samo concept. In addition, it pro-
vides free, accessible parking
without the hasslo of mancuver-
ing through the traffico of centre
villo which {8 worse than trying to
got through Birmingham at
lunchtime,

Although different than I ex-
pected, 1 am far {mm dlsnppoint-
ed. The dl

tended to a triple kiss, Awk

al-

aa it §g, the French make it 5o nat-
ural.

Desplte the traditional down-
town area, there are modern signs
of American-style conveniences

though far from architectural
monuments, are colorful with all
the clothes hanghlg to dry and the
communities of resldenta are
quite lively, Each evening as 1

The streots aro full of zolor and
although precarious to traverse,
thoy provide endless entertain.
ment for someone, seated in a
streatside cafe, to watch as French
drivers mancuver the most impos-
slble of feats. And although the
day's bread docen’t always come
fresh from the bakery, but occa-
sionally from the freezer, I am far
from disappointed with my life in
France thus far,

Born and raised in Southfield,
Karen Martinek graduated fmm
Marian High Scheol in Bloomfield
Township and the University of

Michigan where she studied Eng- § :

lish and education, Taking a
break from leachmg high school
English, she is working for a year
as a nanny in a town on the
southern coast of France, Her col»

umns compare life there with life §

in our communities,
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| Businesses host blood drives :

chester Court. 11 a.m, to 6 p.m,,
Scott Jaynes, 889-0920.

@ Friday, Aug. 13: Walled Lake
— Haggerty Lumber, 2056 Hag-
gerty Road. 9 am. to 3 pm.
Sara Oberg, 334.3576, .
W Monday, Aug. 16: Troy — B.
Alkons & Assoc., 2690 Crooks
Rond #400. 9 am. to 3 pm.
Tony Franda, 362-1370.

DEALEHS ﬁENT YOUH SPACE NOWI

adidas =?
ADIDAS DIEGO LIGA

BDY's SDCGER CLEATS
Sad utcle, padedfongue,

OTBALL & SOCCER |
HEADQUABTERS /I

G/
ADIDAS MEXICO LIGA MEH S
SOCCER CLEATS
H‘nhlg\éesonwh keather witha 3 w’% :mim

<7 bglsmmonmllnqu uun

ADIDAS R
COPA MEN'S SOCCER CLEATS

Supple full grain feather uppe, red pre-moiced heel B
counter with adended leaines longue,

REESOK DEFIANCE ™
JUNIOR YOUTH SOCCER CLEATS
Breathable extra soft synthetic uppers for
Quality construction and great i,

HAMMEﬁ MEN'S SOCCER QLEMS
Fullgrain leather vamp, 16 stud rudber stiched
outsole wrap raund hee) cup fov stabidy 9

MMEST[E MEN'S SOCCER CLEATS

fh-Colot rudber shiched outsole, 14 primary and 17

pact. semwy studs lor maximum rachon.

1 696

REEBOK

PITEULL NYLON

LDW MEN S FOD LL CLEATS
m mnnu multi-stud
‘with full 4 cupsole,

m
Ht MEN'S BLEA‘IS $36.96

ADIDAS
SUBGER BAI.I.

ONY

0 SET JUHI R
YOUTH FOOTBALL Ci.EATS
reathabie dut

forefoot containment siraps nﬂa‘ggi Suppor.

PITBULL HI

YOUTH FODTBALL CLEATS

Two colos, hard rubber mum siud bottom
ull 374 cupsole.

LowW \"DUTH CI.EATS SZE 96

7 PONY B
SUPER HI MEN'S FOOTBALL CLEATS
Leather, nylon, mesh upper in a hl-cut
de ign for extra support.

jes]
MID MEN'S G!.EATS $26.95

FERDCI|
MEN'S FOOTBALL BI.EM'S
Mlgn top, reinforced nylon plate with 7,
WO color femovable cleats.

LOW MEN'S CLEAYS $45.96

PO
PRO ANAHEIM
DACHES CLEATS

M
Molded mini slud rubber putsole, exclusive
shock absarblag hee), unu?la overtay leather
a

key stress areas.
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BRINE & MITRE nIKR
GD&E o}g“s.__ IHIIPHDTECTOR 269&29%
$1.96-21.9 4996 REUWAN 2 1559555
BRINE/MITRE/ e b
ADIDAS TRACE RIDDELL HELMET
UMBRo MATCHEAG SMTUGOTERM BAG | SHINGUARDS,. it s dOgal ey Mess | BIKE LASER 1000 gu%qzﬁqns gE{7%
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