aB(F)

The Observer/ THURSDAY, JuLY 29, 1993

co burn from page 1B

She dldn't argue the mllng. “I
knew I wasn't ready,” ehe ad-
mitted.

That winter Coburn ombarked
on the gypsy-like lifestyle of a
jockey, She worked in Florida
and has sinco mada atops at the
Moadowlands (N.J.), Mon.'
mouth Park, Hialoah, the Fair-
grounds, Rockinghem Park
{N.H.), Golden Gato Ficlda (San
Francisco) and the Birmingham
(Ala.) Turf Club.

After working on her tech-
nique in Florida during the win-
ter of '86, Coburn got her joc.
key's licanse the following sum-
mer. In the 1987 summer meat
at Birmingham, she emorged aa
the leading rider, “That's when I
knew I was on my way.”

Her trok brought her back to
Livonia in 1989. She became
Ladbroke DRC's leading female
Jockey for the year, and narrowly
missed breaking into the top-10
Jjockey's list for the fall meet.

No easy track

A falry tale come true? Hard.
ly. There have been plenty of
downsldes along the way.

Mentally, Coburn has had to
deal with tho “who-you-know"
foctor. When she started, she
had no background In horses;
there were no breeders or train-
ers in her family. She started at
the bottom.

Making friends In this busi.
ness {en't easy. Travel compli-
cates matters. “In the beginning,
the travel was exciting and won-
derful,” she sald. It isn't eny
more. “As a rider, you're alone a
lot. You can never make friends.
I mean, it takes a while to make
friends, and then once you do
you're packing up and leaving.”

That’s why Coburn decided to
make Detroit her home, again.
She atill has family here, for one
thing. She bought a housg in
Dearborn two yenrs ago, Tha
only trips she has planned for
now are to a warm-weather track
during the winter.

The who-you-know factor is
what can make the difference for
a jockey. A good ngent, or a good
relationship with a succeasful
trainer or owner, can lead to
some good mounts, That will
lead to victories, which In turn
leads to better mounts.

M ‘In the beginning,
the travel was exclt-
Ing and wonderful. 1t
Isn’t any more.As a
rider, you're alone a
lot. You can never
make frlends. | mean,
it takes a whlle to
make frlends, and
then once you do
you're packing up and
leaving.’

Lori Coburn

Jockey

With only mediocre represen.
tation, Coburn suffered through
a slump in '91 that led hor to
Finger Lakes in New York lnst
summer. Last winter in Miami
she exerclsed horaes for Gerald
Bennett, DRC’s top tralner, and
after talking to him decided to
return to DRC this spring.

There have been physical
problems, too. In the summer of

Runners approve of new course

By M.B. DiLLoN
BTAvY Warrer

Livonin’s John Patterson, who
has run all 10 Redford Roadrun-
nor Classics, scemed to sum up
the sentiments of most of the 839
runners and walkers who entered
tho 8-kilometer raco Saturday
ovening in Northville.

“Tho quote used to be that
Redford had the worst course and
tho greateat party,” he said. “Now
it's one of the best courses, and it
still has the grentest party.

Patterson likened the hilly
course to “a mini-Cim.” (The
Bobby Crim is a gruclling 10-mile
run held cach August in Flint),

Redford ewitched its course
from the flat, cement streota of
Livonia to hilly, scenic Northville

this year. Northville Downs
gerved as the site for the finish
line and post-race

party,
Fittingly, new Nonhvil!u reai-
dent Rick Brauer, 30, won the
race in 25:16,
Brauer, who led from the get-go,
is a new armrival from California
where he did some Olympic train-

ing until injury struck.

The formor Youngstown State
runner hung with the lead pack at
the start boforo waiting until tho
first turn “to let thc photo scekers
got out of the way.”

I hit the mile in 4:43 and then
juT‘ti scttled in after that, Brauer
said,

At the 3'4-mile mark, Brauer
opened o 200-yard advantage on
Aaron Prussian of Saline and Eric
Laywoll of Memphia and never re-
linquished his lead,

Laywell took second in 26:53,
while Prussian clocked 26:68.

“With the heat and humidity, it
wos hard to do anything,” said

Brighton was clocked 30:01, whilo
Michole Gillisplo of Rosevillo

“I was flying down Griswold,”
said Hopkins, who 1s sponsored
by Medical College of Ohio's
Phyalcnl Medlcino and Re'hnblll-
tation Di “I was goin

took third in 32:38,

Tops in the mnn 's musteu di-
vision was Paul D h
who clocked 27:64.

Tho first master's woman was
Jane Ketchin of Ann Arbor, who
finlshed in 32:59, For Ketchin, it
was a family affair, Also compot-
ing In the Classic for the second
straight year woro hor husband
John, and daughtera Jennifer, 16,
and Emily, 9.

Geoff Hopkins of West Virgnia
rolled to a swift victory in 21:13 in
open wheelers’ competition. Hop-
kins loved tha course, but com-
plained about the uprlnldam and

Brauer, the New Bal
sored runner who 1s looking fora
job in proventive medicine.

Meanwhile, three.time wom.
en's champ Ella Willis of Detroit
cruiged to an easy win in 29:14,

“I thought this race was a 7-
miler,” Willia eaid. “That's why I
didn't run hard. I didn't havo
anyene to push me.

R p M Carter of

hoses.  Woll nelgh.
bars tried to cool off the wheolon,
but the water created dangerous
conditions by making tires and
wheela slick and difficult to grip.
Hopkins, who trains on hills
and used his superior climbing
abllity to outdistance the fi ola}d.

g
25 mph. 1t was the joy af my l]fo 1
crava courses like this,

Darlene Hunter of Commoreo
Township was tho firat womani
wheeler in 31:30. “It was hard,"}
sho anid, dancing in her chair of
the post.raco party.

Second woman was Debbio
Witcher, 26, of Romeo, who coms
pleted her first raco despite the
fact she doean't havo a racing
chair, )

She raced in a mgulnr wheel
choir, and her “partner,” B-year-
old daughter Kayla, ran alongaidd
her the entire dlstance. Thy
Witchera were among the last fin.
Ishers and recelved thunderous
applause as thoy crossed tho l' in
ish Jine together.

“I'm just glad to be done,” uuiq
a tnﬁgucd Witcher, flushed with L

called the course di
fun,

1 fecling of
ment, .

'88, while racing ot R:
her horse_stumbled and rolled
over her; Coburn broke her right
leg and Jeft collarbone, and was
out three months, In Tampa in
'89, she broko threo ribs in a fall.

And at the Penn National
track in Harrisburg, Pa,, in '01,
her mount broke its leg lunging
at the wire. Cobumn broke her
wrist in the spill; her mount,
which fintshed second, had to be
destroyed.

And yet she continuecs after
her dream, “I guess I've found
my niche,” Coburn said. “Prob-
ably, even after I'm done riding,
I'll do something with horses.
Maybe I'll just be an exercise
rider. I just like what 1do.”

But for now, there are still
goals to pursue, “I'd like to be
on the top-10 riders' list,” she
satd, “I want to have that re.
spect for me. If I had that and
was on the (top-10) list, I'd be
100 percent happy.”
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nmllcd before ndding' "For
now.”

- COME VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AY. ..~

TIMILEAT
Roseville W,
776-2210

Miltord

867-8305

<

COOLIDGE » BERKLEY » 3999300
. Bloomticld  Livonla  Waterord

855-6970  523-0007 6744315

Trenton Tro M. Clemens
671-3003  528-: '.| 97 4652110
ALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE

Professional Instaliation availabte tD

GARAGE DOOR OPENERS

TRADE CENTER INC. « TAYLOR
(313) 287-2000

COME TALK TO US ABOUT
YOUR IDEAS IN BUSINESS...
WE’LL BE GLAD TO SHOW YOU
WHATS COMING TO TAYLOR

RENTING SPACE
ONLY *75.00 PER WEEK
DEALERS CALL NOWI

You'll never h:vc u slow runnlog,
orclogged draln o

The seaet? Clcan drnlns don't in
slowly, The "slows*, or perlodic 3.
clogs, are :lsnnll that »
thick layer of "gook” is
choking your plpe:, Just

Gook

side
walls of your bathtub, this gook sticks
to the Inner side walls of your pipes,
Oki-fashioned drain openers cannot
remove this build up. They run along
the batiom of your pipes, Even a
small tunnel in the gook lcts them
flow out 1o the sewer, leaving the
ook behind!
Naw you can make your pipes sun

Slow Drains?

Iike new with Ptmb Ctsan®. Not o
drain opencr, it's an advanced plumb.
lnE cleaner, 11s revolulionary one-ofe
Ind formula attaches and penc-
traics into the waste. Then, in just onc
1o three weeks, [t liquifics years of
build up that draln opencrs can't even
reach. Cleans from sink to sewer , not
Just the trap, Plumb Clean® is 50 ¢f-
Tectlve 1t is money-back guaranteedt
SAVE MONEY. Because deain
orenm can't reach the gook on the
sides of your pipes you have two chokc-
1. Call a plumber and spend $60-5120,
of save money and uso Pluab Cleea®.
Now don't'be fooled by look-alikes,
Thelr label has safer cnudnm Instead
of a guaranice, And since lhey aren't
as strong, thelr directions have you
use wlee as much. So, If your drains
have the "slows®, ged safe, guaranteed
Plussb Clean® todny!

JULY30 <8 PM
JOE LOUIS ARENA

Rea nns to
buy from Flame:

o 5 {ull years paris and (ahor
warrant

» Free interruplible efectric
sepvice

« Over 60 vehicles
{0 serve you

» All fechnicians factory trained

© 1993 National Contractor af
the Year

« Fully licensed and insured

OETROIT  WARREN TROY
527-1700 574-1070 524-1700

FURNACE COMPANY SINCE 1939 .

| coounG aIYa]
E_‘l_.l E ~ ¥
(o
UVONIA
427+1700 YEARS

594
L bryant

PRESENTIN

T0 EARN GREAT RATES
ON COLLEGE SAVINGS.

6 8 WaYS

U.S. Savings -Bonds offer eight g

denominations for just half their fa

Savings Bonds where you work or
For current rate information, call

All PatticipatingSpastan Stores i
Rdford: Township True Value Hardworo + Taylor: D & D Hardware s'{gléﬁ S[lVHVGS
Livonin: Wright's Hardware + Hunt's Ace Hardware
Cnnton: Man's Do-ltCenter » Farmington Hills: Jean's Hardware InAmerica Ui BONI)S
Roynl Onk: Frentz & Sont Hardware ¢ Yayne:Northslde Hardware A pubic serviceof s N

years or more, you'll earn competitive, market-based rates or 3
quaranteed minimum rate, whichever is higher.
Start earning great rates on college savings, today. Buy U.S.

eat ways 10 save for your child's
college education. Buy U.S. Savings Bonds in any of the eight

VLLTETIE

ce value. If you keep them five

bank.
1-800-4US BOND » 1-800-487-2663




