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Store shows artistic
»front in renovation

Maple in downtown Birmingham, hit upon
creative way to ease the cyes as the front

T he Maxwell shop, 116 N, Woodward at
of the business is being renovated.

“\V E VA A brightly colored acrylic
Q;Y' <Py /2. puinting, measuring 8by 8
a4l ¢, fect, is emblazoned on the
[ store front, replacing the

sight of the rough ronova.
tion work in progress, Artist
Jon Parlangeli painted the
work in eight hours July 16,
during the community's
18th annunl “Night on the
Town" promotion. The
painting will be up for an.

GONTINUES
iN SECTION
other three weeks.

=
< Before the palnting, part
of the business front was boarded up,

“It looked really bad,” owner Chris Cosola snid.
“We thought we would have some fun, get a young
artist, give him somo exposure.”

During Night on the Town, downtown stores
had big clearance sales, and merchants outside
the central business district had tables to sell
their wares at varloua spots. Dining and entertain-
ment were featured as well. It was an added treat

" @ Eleven galleries of glass ins-

" ban and urban viewers alike at

on view ﬁmmgh’ Aug. 16 In the De.
. troit Institute of Arts, 5200 Wood-

. galleries,

tallations by legendary artist
Dale Chihuly create a mysteri-
ous, mythical world for subur-

the Detrolt Institute of Arts.

By LINDA ANN CHOMIN

SPECIAL WRITKR - .. . - - .

E " . An unforgettablo
» experience awaits
..famnilics upon en- -
- tering the mysteri-
;| ~ous world of glass -
- artist Dale Chlhu-
1y, whose work is

ward at Farnsworth,

“Glass Environmonta-Dale
Chihuly: Installations 1984-1092"
plays on the Imagination with 11
gallerles of abstract blown-glase
forms serving as props to create a
mythical land where creatures
soemingly turk, hidden from sight.
Many Obaerverland residents are
nmong the voluntecrs staffing DIA

From Chihuly's cul;uu'nl chande-
lier that cradles cheruba while
hooting gold and blue glass flames,

for Night on the Towners to watch Parlangeli at
work and talk with him, and vice versa.

“I've never painted in front of a thousand peo-
glo." sald Parlangeli, a Huntington Wooda resi-

- dent.

So many people were at the cvent that a lot of

. them didn’t even notice him, the artiet said.

-" " Tho energetic cublst work conveys the “hustle
and bustle of life,” as do many of Parlangeli’s
paointings, he said.

“You get your body into it, your mind intune
and your body in tune,” he said of his method of
painting.

This was his first public art work, and hz would
like to do more, the artist said,

Cosola likes the painting so well that he may try
to take {t apart and reconstruct it inside tho store
g0 it can be dlsplayed permanently.

. “We got great reaction,” ho sald.
. Something as spontaneous as this wouldn't
happen in big mells, Cosola said.

“It’s just an example of things that happen in
Birmingham.”

Art objects

* ‘There's nothing timid about the art shownin  *
Objects of Art, 6243 Orchard Lake Road, just

north of Maple in West Bloomficld (539-3332).

“ The recently opened gallery features contempo-
rary creations for home or office in many different
media. Metal, glass, wood, fiber and clay made

into items ranging from large sculpture pieces to
small jewelry and hair adornmenta ate arranged in
o lively display.

Large, glistening pleces decorate the walls. Fur-
niture stands on the floor like giant plantainea
garden. Unusual mobiles turn slowly from the
celling. Big birds made of metal, and sculpted

. balloon chandelier composed of 280

. inherent whimsical nature show.
“cased in.atotal of 7,000 squere feet,

. derstand that art s something that

direct, it doesn't need oxplanation.

to a towering foreat scene created for
a Claude DeBussy opera, the Oz-
like environment, including a yellow

Individual balloons blown from
glass, astounds the viewer with its

“T¢q sce this exhibition ia ta'un-

idlrectly enters into your system’
through the eyes,” sald Jan van der

. Merck; DIA curator of 20th century -

art. “The glasa is so immediate, so

You get thrown in there and you'ro
‘thrilled.” . LT

Organized by the DIA in coopera-
tion with the Seattle Art Museum
where It orlginated, the exhibition,
while not a retrospective, loosely
documents the development of
Chihuly's art.

Van der marck curated the exhibi-
tion for Detroit aftor seelngitin
Saatile. Major changes in staging
occurred botween there and Detrolt.

For the first time, the DIA cxhib-
its Chihuly's work in separate

“ _rooms thanka to'a concept originat-
. ed by DIA rosident architect Louis
. Gaucl to show each series Individu-
ally. Also, while strong lighting and
" white backgro!

+in Soattle, Detroit's exhibition .

und greeted visitors

B ‘To see this exhibitlon’
Is to understand that a

- eyes. The glassissolm. -
" mediate, 8o diract, it -

doesn't need explana.
tion. You get thrown In
there and you're *
thriiled.” - .

Jaﬁ van der Marck
DIA curator

awskena the imagination via an eer-

ie nighttime atmosphere.

“We didn't have a space with win-
dowa, With the darkened interiora
and {lluminating light, it’s even
more magical,' van der Marck sald.
“It’s like walking through an en-
chanted forest.” .

Seo CHIKULY, 5E

.'asif they've
lended on |
the moon.

b Seco GALLERIES, 6E

Artistic front: The Maxwell shop in Bir-
mingham bears this colorful painting by
Jon Parlangeli on its front, replacing
_unfinished renovation work. .

Johnston

By Mary KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

The time and the
place scemed eape-
M cinlly appropriate
Jast week as Frank-
lin _artist David
McCall Johnston
Bl and the Troy-based
Kmart Corp.

merchandlae.

The announcement was that John-
ston'a Americana painting, “Country
Memorles," will bo the design of sc-
lect Kmart items this year — collecti-
ble porcelain villoges, gift bags, a 20-
pieco dinnerware set, 13-by-16-inch
framed reproductions, placemats, a
kitchen designer rug and a puzale,
The merchandise will debut in Sep-
tember,

In addition, Kmart will donato 200
signed, limited cdition prints to
achools, libraries and museums
around the country to display or use

in fund-raising.

“David's . .. style capturcs the
. . . esgence of our past,” Mike Well-
man, Kmart marketing vico prosi-

dent, sald at Tucsdoy’s press cont'er-'

ence.

Ap for the time, it woe “Chriatmas
in July,” Wellman joked. As for the
place, it was the late 18th contury
Popplaton School in the Troy Muse-
um and Historical Village at Wattles
and Livernols, and “Country Memo-
rics” secmed right at home,

The gouache (opague watercolor)

Franklin artist, Kmart team up for holiday

painting features a traditional, carly
20th century winter bamyard scene,
A sleigh waits at the gate, one of the
passengers waving to a woman on the
porch, Skaters, a rider on a sled and
riders in another sleigh frolic outside
a Victorian stylo house. Evergreens
and bare trees dot the scene,

Closer inapection reveals such
touching details as the stones in alow
wall, the latticowork and s cat on the

Soco MEMORIES, 4E

Artheat foatures various happenings in the
suburban arts world. Send news leads to: Cra-

ganco black tie reception Saturday, Aug. 7.
Concours d'Elegance, a classic automobile

ative Living, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E. Maple, Birmingham 48005, or fax them
by calling 644-1314.

The Somerset Collection, Big Beaver Road
and Coolldgs in Troy, has apecial showings
planned in connoction with thia yoar'a Concoura

n Roch

At Beat

Forinfc fon and revi of per-
formances, turn to the Entertalnment sec-
tion. ‘

W ELEQANT EXHIBITS

Cadillac Phaton, 1934 Pierco Arrow convertible
and 1929 Stuts Town Car, July I!) through Aug.
bles wero designed ¥t

8, The
with the vintago automobiles.

In addition, the Somorset Cotlection will show
dramatic art pleces with automotive themes by
14 world-renowned artists, Tho artists include
Hector Borgandi, who created the poater for Con-
cours d'Elegance, Charles Maher of Bloomfteld
Hills and Tom Hale of Farmingtan Hills,

The blea will be lewsd Friday, Aug.

d'Elegance at Meadow Brook Hall i
TThe 8 Colt

fon will display -
kind ensembles by Adrienne Vittadini, Anne
Kloin and Isaac Mizrahi, featured with a 1832

6, duringa attho S Collection.
‘Thoy will be auctioned, with proceeds benefiting

_ Meadow Brook Hall, during the Concoura d'Ele-

show with related events, will take place Sunday,
Aug, 8. For mora information, call 643-6360,

M YRAINING TOURS '

Workers in the landscape, nursery, lawn ser-
vice, arborist and forestry and parks occupations
may attend summer tzaining touts Tuesday,
Aug. 31, at Meadow Brook Hall in Rochester and
Monday, Sept. 27, at the Honry Ford Fairlane
Estato in Dearbomn, Landscapo, turf and tree
probloms, plant and pest identification will be
cavored, Coat is $26 per person. For information,
call Grog Patchan at the Michigan Stato Univer-
slty Cooperative Extension Service-Oakland
County at 868-0887 or the Motro Detroit -
Landscapor Assoclation at 6484892,




