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Home repair questions an.
swered by Popular Mechanics
magazine,

Q. We livo in n drought
arca and I'm concerncd
about tho amount of water
wasted while running the tap
to got hot water in my bath-
room. My water heater 1s at
one end of my home and my
bathroom is at tho other end,
In order to get hot water
through the faucets at lcast
B0 fect of cold water has to
como_out of the hot water
line. Is It possible to contin-
ue the hot water Jino past tho
bathroom and then roturn it
into tho wator heator? Will
this savo a lot of water?

A. The hot water system that
you have, Hke those In most
residential systems, is a non-
circulating type. It {5 gencrally
instalied because it costs leas
for labor and materinls than a
circulating hot water system.
Even though the noncirculat-
ing aystem is very common, it
does have the disndvantage
you describe.

You can convert your system
to a circulating hot water sys-
tem by installing a return loop
on the distribution line which
runs from the last faucet to the
hot water heater. If the eleva.
tion difference between the hot
water heater and the faucets is
greater than 5 feet, then the
hot water circulation can usu-
ally be achieved by gravity, the
so-called thermo-siphon sys.
tem. This works because hot
water rises forcing the cooler
water down,

How to extend
hot water lines

If thero is a long horizontal
run in the plpes or If there is
less than a 6-foot hoight differ-
ence botween the boller and
the faucet, the thermo-siphon
system won't work and you'll
need a pump to circulate the
hot water.

This system, often used in
hospitals where instant hot
water is required, has the ad-
vantage of making it available
at all fixtures aa s0on A8 you
turn on the tap. Continuous
circulation between the hot wa-
ter atorage tank end the faucet
does the job,

Q. We havo & Hotpoint ro-
frigerator with a top freozer.
Whenever the compressor
stops, we hear a shorp
thudding nofse. Thls nolso
first appeared about three
months ago as n quict thud
which has graduslly gotten
louder. Now tho refrigorator
has s to rattle, We'ro
afrald 1t might explodo one
of these days. Will 17 And,
what should we de to quict it
down?

A, There's no danger that
your refrigerator might ex-
plode, but your thudding and
tattling noises sound as if one
of the internal suspension
springs that mount the com.
pressor may have broken.

‘What you are hearing is the
motor and pump assembly on
its subframe hitting against
the side of the compressor case
that surreunds the entire com-
preasor assembly. The only
real cure is to hove the com-
pressor replaced,

Restoring a worn hardwood
foor that haa o clear finieh takes
about a weok.

You will nced a day to prepare
the space and gather materials
and tools, another to sand, and
soveral moro to apply the finish
and allow drylng time between
coats, You can save time by ask-
ing someone to help you.

If an existing finish is severely
damaged and tho flooring is at
lenst one-fourth inch thick, it
should bo stripped with a sander
before refinishing.

You can rent equipment. A
drum-type floor sander handles
most of the floor refinishing. Uso
a hand-held dlsc sander, or edger,
to sand stair treads and along
baseboards, in comers, insldoe clo-
sots, and in other places that are
inaccessible to the large drum
sander.

Prepare for sanding by remov-
ing all rugs, furniture and other
furnishings in the room. Carefully
take off the quarter-round shoe
moldings along the baseboards.
(Number the moldings and their
places on the wall so that you can
put them back.) Cover all vents.
Seal doorways and windows from
the rest of the house with plastic
sheeting.
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Inspect the floor carofully. Pull
out any staples loft from carpot-
ing. Drive any visible nail heads
one-oighth inch below the surface
using & nail sct and Al the holea
with wood putty. Repair cracks
and secure loose floorboards. Vac-
uum end thoroughly inspect the
floor once more,

Caution: For sanding, wear gog-
gles, a dust mask and ear protec-
tion. To avold marring the floor,
don heavy socks or clean, white.
soled ancakers, Remember that
sanding dust, finishes and finish
fumes are flammable, Don't
smoke. Extinguish pilot lghts on
nearby appliances,

Sand the floor first with the
drum sander and 36-grit paper.
Raise the sander off the foor,
turn on the power, then lower the
drum carefully, keeping a firm
grip on the handles. Work across
the floor — always with the grain
— then return to the beginning
and strip the next section parallel
:.g and slightly overlapping the
irat.

Using an Industrial drum floor
sander is like walking a head-
strong dog. Your job Is to let it
pull you, but not aa fast as it can.
Always keep the machines mov-
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FOUR PHASES HAVE
SOLD QUICKLY!

DON'T MISS PHASE Y
We can’t be beat!

ing or the sander will cat down
into the Noor and leave an uneven
surface. Ropeat the sanding pro-
cess twice, using 80-grit sandpap-
er, then 100-grit paper.,

Next sand along the walls with
tho cdger, Hold both handles
firmly and keep tho diac flat on
the floor to aveld gouging, Sand
with the same succession of papor
grades a8 you used on the main

oor.

Use a block of wood wrapped
with sandpaper or a paint scrapor
to clean even the tightest arcas —
in cornors and under radiators —
whore neither power sander can
reach. Finally, hand-sand, work-
ing with the grain, to remove
swirla caused by the edger. Vacu-
um thoroughly between sanding
stages,

ARer sanding, vacuum the floor
and walls using the brush attach-
ment. Wipe down moldings, win.
dowsills and door frames so that
dust won't fall off later and mar
the finish. Let dust settle over-
night, then vacuum again, Wipe
the floor thoroughly with a tack
cloth, available in hardware
stores,

If you want Roors to bo only
slightly darker than the bare
wood, apply sealant of any kind.
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Beautiful Country Setting
Just completed: 4 bedroom 2 Story with full basement. Exceptional floor ptan

and laundry, formal dining room, huge g/
toom with ficeplace, 2¥2 baths, ceramic tiie, whiripool, cathedral ceiings, 2
car garage and many other quality features, $176,000

Rejuvenate those hardwood floors

If you want the finlsh' to havo a
darker tone, apply wood ataln be-
foro the scalant.

0il-base polyurethane is a pop-
ular floor finish because of its du-
rability and easo of application,
You nced three coata when you
use polyurcthane as the final fin.
ish. Thin tho firat coat with one
part mincral spirita to four parts
polyurethane; this octs as o
sealer,

Brush polyurethane across the
graln and then along it, Use o
long-handled roller to apply the
finish on the main surface of the
floor; uee o small brush for the
edges and corners, Work in amall
sections, overlapping'the strokes
before the previous section is dry.
Inexpensive foam rollers are beat,

Let each coat dry as directed
before recoating; observe ventila.
tion precautiona on the contalner.

+ In botween coats, buff with a rent-
od floor-polishing machine
equipped with superfine stes]
wool. After cach buffing, vacuum
well and clean with a tack cloth,
Allow the finish to dry at lenst:
two days then buff with superfine -
stee) wool again and vacuum. Ap-
ply two coats of paste wazx, fol-
lowcld by a buffing with lamb’s
wool.
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Room To Grow. Space To Play.
For generations, families from far and wlide have scttled in
the countryside surrounding Ann Arbor in search of a
better life. Today, in Beacon Square, that promise is stll]
availableat a remarkably
affordable price. With spacious
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and beauty with all the Iuxury and con.
venencs: yoi) could 'want . This wooded and
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ausmber of béaulilut homes for the-
dusriminating buyes (ooking tor tod:
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MODEL PHONE: 420-2500

1/3-acre lots, large rooms for
family gatherings, roomy
kitchens and famlly rooms for
casual times together...every
Beacon Square home Is built
with dedication (o the qualitics
that make up today’s family.
Look into Beacan Square bullt
by frvine Group today and
discover what sets us apart.

BEACON SQUARE

Models & Sales Oiflce

Open Dally Noon til 6 pm
971-0600
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