The Qbserver/ THURSDAY, JuLy 29, 1993

Report says mental health services lag in county

Oakland County's detlnlon to
adopt a ful syl

h"’l‘hls report Indleates clearly

for ita community mental heullh
services will provide the mecha-
nism to upgrade and expand ser-
vices, according to the atate's
mental health director.

~Jamea K. Haveman Jr. was
commenting on o series of {ssucs
ralsed by the state’s auditor gen-
eral who recently released a report
oh Oakland County's mental
hialth services,

«The report said waiting lsts for
gervice are too long, the county's
decentralized intake services moy
not provide an equitable opportu-

njty for recelpt of services for all

unty resldents, additional mon-
itoring of client service contracts
should be initiated, and reim.
Lharsement procedures should be
updated. The report covers the
p;rmd Oct, 1, 1988, through Jan.
31,199

of having a full-
management mental health sys-
tem for Oakland County,” eaid
Haveman. “The Board of Com-
missioners and the county Com-
munity Mental Health Board op-
proved last month a new contract
with the state which provides
considerably more flexibility and
authority,

However, some recent moves in
the state Legislature to attach re-
strictione to that agreement hes
the Ouakland County Board of
Commissioners uneasy about
their contract,

New system shead

“We belleve the decialon of the
Oakland board to adopt a full
management syatem I8 the single
most {mportant step the county
can take to improve and expand

its services,” Haveman sald. “I
commend County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson, and members
of the Board of Commissioners
and Community Mental Health
Board for their decision to accept
a chellenge and initiate work on a
more comprehensive service sys.
tem for residents of Oakland

County.”
Haveman soid the mental
henlth dnpnnment “is committed
to the

terms of the new contract now hes
$82 million dollara in state match
funding to pay for an array of lo-
cal services. In addition, relative-
ly new models of care — such as
assertive

and the county providing others
— It is difficult to coordinato eer-
vices for all cllents,

clent, service which can be pro-

vided for that person. This syes!

tem shnuld ellmlnnw Lhe proeeu‘
ing or TN

0 new full t sys-
tem will provide for a single-en-
ingla-exit sorvice system. All

on an outpatient basis — are
demonstrating every day in Mich-
igan that it is possible to provide
highly offective and cost cfficient
neﬁiceu in the community, he
sald,

bnurd in Ita effort to upgrade
quality of care, Our management
and technical asslstance staff will
work with board personnel to en-
sure the implementation of the
full management contract will
proceced smoothly and meet all
objectives,

“Thia ia an exciting time In the
evolution of mental health ser.
vices in Oakland County,” said
Havoman. The county under

Later life career changes explored

.Thc Oakland University Con-
tinuum Center has designed o
four-session, evening workshop to
gpide adults into successfut sec.
opd, third, or later life careera,

s “Career Bullding' Preparing
F’or Change,” will ba affered 7-10
pm. Thuradays, Aug. 5, 12, 19
apd 26, on the Rochester campus.
In addition to the four sessions,
one hour of private carcer coun-
atling is included. Camer npecln
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: Introducing

Kichler's elegance
of design for
outdoors.
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of ght,

it Gail Bryan will lead partici-
panta through a self-exploration
process, This structured program
focuaes on galning a clear picture
of carcer dlrection, nssessing job
talent, exploring options and set-
ting goals,

The workehop examines the
apecial tactics involved in career
transition, the differences and
similarities between change by
necesslty ond those by choice,
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LIVONIA, Mt 48152 » (313) 464-2211

45% OFF
6% Potted
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ROSE

Reg. 398 # Beautiful blooms of pink,

* larger 51! grown exchudvely rod, lavender and white.
for English Gardens, * 12 to 30 inch sizes.
SAVE $10-$15 30% OFF
Hardy Groundcover %holtllodendmn
saLe 4998 - ushes
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* Flats of 38 planis, Reg. 9.98-39.98

10% Off

—130% OFF
Azalea Bushes
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Reg. 7.98-14.98

33% OFF
Red or Black
Volcanic Rock
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and techniques to climinate un.
certainty, enxlety, and stress as.
soclated with Job change.

Fee is $129 and Includea the
four aessiona plus one hour of pri-
vate carcer counseling. The work-
book and testing materials are ex-
tra; MasterCard /VISA accepted.
Register before Tuceday; cali 370-
3033, Qutaide Ouklnnd Counly
call toll free 1-800-370-3042.
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During the last fiscal year, Oak-
land County's community mental
health board had a state alloca-
tion of $23 million dollars. Under
full management, the board will
have revenucs totaling $96 mil.
lion from all sources.

Haveman noted that under the
prior dual system of care — with
the state providing some services

try,
cllents will be accepted for servico

based on common criterin, and
priarities for servico will be cstab.
lished by the local bonrd.

The new contract which the
board signed with the state pro-
vides for an additional one-half
million dollars for i

of

sons to high-cost, intensive hospla™

tal or inatitutional care without
l'mt attempting to meet the per-

san's needs in less restrictive and
less expensive alternative pros»
grams, K]
Havemen noted that as ths?
county i able to provide servicdair
thmuxh more coat- effective apedi
1 monoy will-

support and contract monitoring
staff. The ningle-entry, single-exit
system which the board s devel-
oping means that all persons in
Oakland County who need ?enul

become available to addresa thet'
needs of persons on waiting liats+
for various categories of service,

In the recent report, the auditor
general nolted that “the bo:‘rg) wasl

health services will be
by the county mental health pro.

am,
Decisions can then be made as
to the most effective, and effi-

ae-
lectcd lnwx, rules, policies, direca*
tives and procedures governing.
community mental health acnm:e.
board operations.”
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* Unlimited Warranty

*+ Real Oak Cabinet
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« Self Diagnostic Testing
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+ Mulfiyear monitoring contract
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