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cadow Brook Concours

proudly presents 1932

American car showease - “the
magic year recreated™,

August 10, the Meadow Brook
Concours d'Elegance will present, as
its* featured murquee, not i single car,
but rather & model year - 1932. This leg-
endary year in automative history is
considered by many to be the most
important since the auto’s birth. It is
with great excitement thit the Meadow
Brook Concours orgunizers go about
recreating the 1932 American Car
Showease - u restaging of the famous
1932 Auto Show of New York.

The Concours Committee will
assimilate the year that automobile his-
torians believe produced the most beau-
tiful ears ever made. and is often called
the “last year of the classies.”

It was the last year of the “elasic”
look,” explains Committee member
Dave Halls. “After that single point in
lime, curs grew more steeamlined. In
1932, every car was a jewel.” The year

Above, a collection of cars from 1932,
Meadow Brook Conconrs d'Elegance.
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“The Magic Year"and a legendary moment in antomenive history, recreated at the

also marks a great number of break-
through engincering innovations.

The concept has been a dream of
the Meadow Brook Concours Selection
Committee since the Concours was
founded 15 years ago, according to
Holls, who is former director of design
for General Motors,

Holls leads the search for and pre-
sentation of 1932 automolive gems and
has located 37 different makes of cars

Cadillac Madam X Car, the Marmon V
16, the Lincoln V 12 Razor Edged Town
Car. Walter P. Chrysler’s own Special
Convertible Coup, the Rockne Roadster
and the Aubum Speedster 8.

Wasn't this The Depression?

It is not withowt irony, poinis out
Holls, that the year 1932 emerged as a
stellar one, in the history of automobile
design, because il also marked the height

with approximately 50 different model
to be displayed,

The quality cars debuted in 1932,
crossed all price ranges, and were con-
sistently built with the uimost crafis-
manship, adding 10 the mystique of the
model year,

There will be seven different groups
of six to ten cars each, ammnged acconding
10 the cars® original price wgs in 1932,
ranging from under S600 to over 5,000,

Awmong names to look for are: the

of the Depression and signaled an unpar-
alleled blow to the auto market and the
demise of numerous auto companics,
The key factor that made it possible
for 1932 10 transcend history was that the
new autos had already been toaled. This
was done in preparation for 1931 intro-
ductions, during the boom times, before
the stock market crashed in 1929, By the
time the sutos were buil, labor was, of
course, plentiful, cheap, and workman-
ship was unparalieled. The 1932 auo

introductions featured the most mulli-
cylindered cars ever produced, including
Auburn, Cadillac, Lincoln, Marmon,
Packard and Picrce-Arrow: and
Duesenberg offered a supercharged
model with an unheard of 320 H.P.

The 1932 Auto Show opened in a
year destined 1o be the industry’s worst
production year since wartime, 1918,
Nevertheless, there was optimism
everywhere! In the exhibits, people
1atked confidently of the likelihood of
“another 1922, That year marked the
short and sharp post World War |
depression. This depression ended so
suddenly that there was a shortage of
cars just a few weeks after there had
been bigin ies and no d )

Recreating the milestone automo-
tive year of 1932 harvests for the 1993
Meadow Brook Concours d'Elegance a
group of cars that will absolutely
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