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POINTS OF VIEW

Boarding school presents home environment

QUESTION: I have a son who s
very bright. However, he skips
school. docsn't do his homewoerk
and, I'm afraid, hols getting in to
tho wrong crowd — a drug crowd.,
Heis In the elghth gradoand Ina
good school system, Someono told
me that thero are some private
boarding schools that may help my
gituation. Do you know of any and
where they are located? I would like
ono out of this immedlote area but
within drlving distance.

ANSWER. You need to get a copy of
tho Boarding School Directory for the
United States (1-800.637-8308), Aftera
bitof research, 1 found there are 242 of
thdse bonrding schools in the country.

Of course, we have the international-
ly known Cranbrook Kingswood
School, a day and boarding upper
school in Bloomfield Hills with stu-
deats from about 25 states and 15 for-
clgn countries, And there is the Inter-
lochen Arts Academy, an intensive fine
arts school, which is second to none in
the nation and maybe the world. There
umother boarding schools within driv-
ing range of your home in Michigan,
Qhio, Indiana and other nearby states,

‘The only other boarding school in
Michigan is The Leelanau School, an

nlghth to thh gmdo d

1 college
ry, boarding school in Glun Arbor near
the Slecping Bear Dunes — a beautiful
setting,

A look inside

Having been in public education all
my Jife and not really having a full
handle on boarding schools, I took it
upon myself to talk to Leclanau’s as-
sistant director of admisaions, Pam
Touhey. Candidly, I was interested in
looking at a private boarding achool’s
curriculum, rules, activitics otc. to
make a comparison with what I lived
through during 35 years in the public
school trenches as a teacher, principal
and assistant superintendent.

What a dream environment The
Leelanau (boarding) School would be
to work in. There is a class ratio of six
to eight students per teacher. Study pe-
riods are mandatory 8-10 p.m. except
Fridays and Saturdays. If a student is
not maintaining a good grade point av.
erage, increased study hail time on the
weckend Is allotted,

Grades are posted every week and
parents know how their child is doing
each week in achool, not every gix
weeks via a report card.

There is mandatery, periodic drug
testing (if parents feel this is against
their constitutional rights, then take
your| kid homo) Cnn you sce puglic ed-

and student representatives. The peer
presaure, having clasamates on the re-
viow board, makes it a total school

directory) offers more than clear rules
and structure, It becomes a “home
away from home", Staff members live

family igsue, And peer ina
safe and caring onvironment, docs
work.

‘Thestudents can't just leave the
campus and “tool around in their car
at the malls” or roam the area, Stu-
donts take trips to Traverse City nnd

on p th the , There
are Family Advisory Units, thatis, ..
staff members assigned to five orsix %5
students, creating the family-oriented - e
environment.

‘The curriculum standards are of
hlgh qunhty, offering advanced or ac- *
d classes similar to what is

.,

other i iate arcas on

take other educational and experiential

tripa (white water rafting, skiing,

camping, cultural activities), but al-

ways on o school bus and they are al-

ways chaperoned.

Sound & bit regimented? I'm not

sure! I always thought we adults were

ble for our children, How

found in many local quality school pro;

grams.

A drawback for me, thinking as a for:
mer typical high school student, would-
have been to leave all my friends. How?
ever, in your case, since you have the
money and you see your son drifting, a

ucation di
testing to keep drugs out of Bchool? It
would be a feeding frenzy for lawyers,

Yet when one of our public kids flips
out on drugs, it's “what are those fun-
ny school people doing about this?"
It's the principal, the teachers, the su-
perintendent, the board and its policies
that have failed.

Get out of line in The Leelanan
School, i.e. cheating, foul language,
fighting, and you meet with a discipli-
nary review committee consisting of

the 1, head master,

about a trade.off where 100 percent of
the Leelanau student population s ac-
cepted to four-year universities?

Each student has other home type
responsgibilities, such as dishes, raking
leaves and there is a daily reom inspec-
tion. These were the standards I was
brought up with under a naval chief
petty officer and 8o were my children,
Didn't hurt me or my children.

A home away from home

But The Leclanau School (you can
find others in the boarding school

Educational industry tries to hoodwink

ne of the best family stories that

1 grew up hearing was the one

about my grandfather standing
up to the KKK during the early 1930s.

1t's something we could all learn

from. The difference now, though, is
that the educational cstablishment has
become the KKK. hiding behind white
sheets and trying to scare us into
propping up an old system whose time
has come,

But back to the South during the
Deprnsslon ‘Then as now, there wasn’t
emugh state or local money to support
two school systems, one for blacks, the
other for whites.

So to save money, the local school
board decided that black and white
stadents who lived in the same country
nijghborhoods should ride on the same
school bus, They went to separate
schools, of course; this was nearly 30
years helore southern schools were in-
tegrated. But consolidating the bus

routes would save some money.

The thought of black and white kids
on the same schoo! bus prompted the
local chapter of the white-sheet boya to
tell their neighbors to keep their kids
off the buses.

For aome reason that's lost to time,
my grandfather decided to put my fa-
ther and uncle on the bus, And fora
week they were the only white kids on
it,

But then came Friday night, and the
KKK got together for an informal bar-
becue on my grandfather’s farm.
Grandpa was the subject of the roast.

There they stood in their finest. I've
often wondered if the guys' wives cver
complained about miseing sheets. Any-
way, they called my grandfather out of
the house and told him to keep his kids
off the bus,

Grandpa recognized the voice of the
grand dragon, or whatever he was, and

have an integrated system.

But now back to the modern day
KKK in Michigan, which is composed
of school administrators, teachers
unions and school boards.

Like my grandfather, voters are
standing up to the modern day KKK
and saying: “No, we're not afraid of
your threats and we're not going to pay
for duplicate bus routes just to prop up
an old social order.”

No matter how much liberal rhetoric
school officials put out for public con-

nbout equal ity for

using country terms d that he
would keep his kids off the bus if the
grand dragon would refrain from his
visits to places where black prostitutes
were employed.

The KKK went away and after a cou-
ple of wecks there were black and white
kids on that school bus. And about 26
years later that neighborhood in Ar.
kansas became the first in the South to

dents, we've still d to create
exelusive school districts for a privi-
leged few that leave poor, rural white
kids and blacks in urban areas out in
the cold.

It's not just racial segregation, it's
economic segregation that would make
Selma, Ala., look like a center of liberal
beliefs.

The state Legislature’s scrapping of

taxpayers

school may be a wise choice.

Keep in mind theae are not schools
for delinquents, Most of the students
are well put together young adults.
This type of ntmosphere should rub off
on your child since he is young and not
quite yet into the drug scene you see
him heading toward.

Good luck!

James “Dac"Doyle. a [ormer tench~
by in-
structor, is president of Doyle and As-
sociates, an educational consulting

firm.

the property tax system for education
is the best thing that's happened to
this state in 30 years. We've got a
chance to redesign & system that en-
sures that every kid has an equal
chance at life.

However, the modern-day KKK will
be staging plenty of raids in Lonsing
and in local achool districts, They'll be
fighting needed school district consoli-
dations, controls on teacher strikes and
the sweet deal that the Michigan Edu-
cation Association has on medical in-
surance that sends about $1,000 per
year inte union coffers to finance polit-
ical campaigns.

Like my grandfather did in the
1930s, it’s time for us to catl the KKK's
bluff. They tend to go away when you
ﬁg\.{lre out who they’ve been sleeping
with,

Jeff Caunts is the editor of the Plym-

outh and Canton Observer Newspapers.
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o Creators Or Fise Jrutiny Sisex 1925,

CLOSED AucusT 3rD For INVENTORY

Greenstone's Jewelers will be closed
Tuesday, August 3rd for inventory.

. Regular store hours will resume on
Wednesday, August 4th,

SEB North Woodward ® Bumingham, Michigon 48009 ¢ 313.642-2650
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ie slmd: the angulsh, the damage —the results of a crash far outwelgh the
me you save by driving fast. s a fact that yur chances of hitting someonc o
ymething Increase as you exceed the speed limit. A crash like this can happen

* In 2 heartheat. And when 1t does, it will change your ke forever.
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© SPEEDING.GETS YOU NOWHERE. FAST.

INTRODUCTORY EVENT

Come discover the wonderful world of the
Walt Disney Classics Collection,
Sce the video that explains the animation tradition behind
the collection. And recelve a booklet on the making of
these fine sculptures.

There's also a spc;lal gift -an original art poster with every
Walt Disney Classics Collection purchase. You may even win
aspeclal prize, So please join us,

Sat. Aug. 7th » 1-3:00 p.m.

FIRST EVENT SCULPTURE “Flight of Fancy”
will be available

16347 Middlebelt Rd, Livonia (In the Mayfair Plaza)
(313)261-5220

Elegant Styling
And Uncompromised lellly
In Premium Oak Doors and
Sparkling Beveled Glass Inserts

« Custom Cabincts

+ Ouk, Steel & Fiberglass Doors
» Marvin Windows

* Peachtree Windows & Doors
¢ Fine Quality Tiffany Lamps

\

IRTTRTTRY X7 Oy

744 Siarkweather
Plyniouth, Ml 48170

453-1660

It's Back To School Time at
\\AY 40

N R R R Ry

+ Spumoni

*Bryan

+ Bull Frog

* JoLene

+ Polly Flinders
and many others

Strictly Girls’ Bouthue

25851 Lahser Rd. at Civic Center Dr. - Sou
352-7220

Make mr back to schoal nwppln‘ easy, Come
9, pants, Lops, awcaters,
colors. (Sh.u q-u)s.kmm 1.,

thileld, M1

In and choose from a large
skirts, jumpers, etc. in all atylea and

Btore Hours: o
‘Mon.-Sat, 10:00-8:00, Closed Sunday




