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POINTS OF VIEW

He presents ‘real facts’ on upcoming library questions

BY BLAIR ALGIE
GuzsT CoLummsT

ith all eyes on Lansing and

the need for school financing

let ua not lose sight of our up-
coming special clection for a new li-
brary and additional ing millage.

[ ] GUEST COLUMN

ralsed several key issucs which need to
be addressed. For example:
B The literature states that “on the

As 1 did earlier this year with the
school millage ronewal, I am asking for
your assistance in providing the voters
with the real facts on our need fora
new $15.5 million library and increased
millage to support it,

In reviewing the materials received
in the mails I believe the liternture has

ings and the weekends people sit
on the floor due to lack of seats.” To
satisfy myself [ went to the Hills
branch at 7:30 p.m. on July 21 and at 2
p.m. on July 24. T found that not only
was there no one sitting on the floor
but only cight and nine people were sit-
ting at the 13 tables — approximately
52 seats — in the main reading area of
the library, Granted it was only a limit-

ed survey, but it appears the literature
seeking our support is miarepresenting
the truth,

B The material we received also states
that handicapped parking and access
are not adequate, True, there are only
four handicapped spaces (only one of
which was occupied at cach of my re.
cent visits), but the four could cosily be
doubled to elght by extgpding the park-
ing area east of the entfince similar to
what is provided west of the entrance,
In addition, with some redesign and
vertical parking it appears at least 10
spaces could be provided for a lot less
than $16.5 million. Again, not the true

facts.
M 1t was aleo stated that tho library
board will sell the Hills branch like it
was a done deal, yet it doesn't indicate
who will buy it and for how much, Giv-
en the surplus of available office space
who will buy it?And if it’s not sold will
it be an extra cost for the taxpayers?
W Information is lacking on the avail.
ability of ather area libraries, Don't our
community college, high schools and
ather schools have libraries for our stu-
dents and children?

As you can tell I'm not a frequent
library visitor, However, the times I
have availed myself of their services, I

can't recall the problems which are ***
being used to “sell” the need for a now "
one.

In closing, I would add that I seem to
recall that a special election was held
on a new library in early 1992, which
was defeated,

‘Why_is another election taking place
80 soon and why couldn’t it be voted on
g::r;ng the General Election in Novem.

r?

Blair Algie, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent since 1971, is retired from a man-
agement position at Ford Motor Com-
pany.

LETTERS

He says ‘ves’
hroughout my life in Farming.
ton Hills, I have used the Farm-
ington Community Library: As o
student, adult, parent and husiness
ownet.

1 have been fortunate to serve as
president of the Library Board of Trus-
tees, chair of the Friends of the Library
Corporate Membership Drive, and liai-
son from the Farmington Hills City
Council to the Library Board,

Farmington Hills has many city ser-
vices to promote with pride. However,
our public library is a treasure — dis.
covered by ever-increasing numbers of
people annually.

‘To respond to increased public use,
our residents would benefit from more
library materials, more space to shelve
books, more seating for library patrons,
and more parking.

The Farmington and Farmington
Hills City Councils have reviewed the
Library Board's plans for expanded fa-
ctlities, I have sat in countless meet-
ings since 1988 where the issues were:
the library’s long-range plan; expan-
sion of the current Hills Branch; the
option of a third branch; a possible
merger with Oakland Community Col-
lege; and construction of a new library
at a new location.

‘The Library Board has done its
homework. The option of a new library
to replace the current Hills Branch is .
the best use of our tax monies — yours
and mine.

Both councils support the 1.1 mills
operating proposal which will give ded-
icated funding for library services.
Both councils have agreed to reduce
their tax levy by the .77 mill which is
currently appropriated to the library
for daily operations.

In 1989, the library bond proposal
lost by 215 votes, out of over 19,000
votes cast. An analysis by precinct
showed voter concern over the pro-
posed location at 12 Mile and Halsted

roads.
‘The 1993 proposed site on Orchard

Outrageous abortion limits
‘show government as unfair

By ELSA M. SHARTSIS
Guray CoLuMNIST

80 d or di to enter and

Lake, south of I.696, is an {lont lo-
cation which is central to the entire
community. Improvements will be
made at the shared traffic light with
OCC. Sidewalks will have to be in-
stalled to assiat pedestrian traffic,

On Aug. 10, the restdents in our com-
munity will have the opportunity to
determine the future of our public li.
brary services, I will support the bond
propesal for construction of a new
main library and the millage proposal
to provide stable funding to operate the
library system.

1 urge all Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills voters to join me in voting
YES for our librarv,

Jonathan Grant,
Farmington Hills City Council

About the Hbrary
years ago realize the potential

w growth of Farmington Hills

and buy the property behind the li-
brary, so if expansion was nieeded in
the future, the land would be there?

Orchard Lake Road already has a
terrible traffic problem. A new library
there will only add more traffie. Par-
ents will want their children to cross
Orchard Lake to get to the library,

1 also object to further bulldozing of
treen: I'd rather look at the forest than
another building. There are empty off-
ice buildings all over Farmington Hills;
Put a library in ene of them.,

Arlene Sudkamp, Farmington Hills

His objections

have two problems with the plan
for the new library — location and
cost.

The stated new location for the li-
brary, near the expressway entrance on
Orchard Lake Road, is a very poor
place for the children who need to use
the library. Small children are driven .
by mom or dad and need a location not

hy didn't the city planners

of thought.” Weli said.

exit,

This location is not the best for the
general public, It's very congested dur-
ing library hours, and I'm sure the sub
behind will not want the added teaffic
on their strects. They already have
trouble getting to Orchard Lake Road.

My second objection is cost. All ar-
chitects like public funds. They get
most of their money that way,

However, if a two-deck parking facil-
ity were built over the present parking
lot and outside steel frames were used
to cap the present structure, walking
ramps could be used to the second floor
and escalator for the third.

‘The present roof wouldn't need re-
placing. The cost would be less, and it
could be built for future expansion,

I've been a Realtor and in the build-
ing business most of my life, As o sen-
ior citizen, I can’t see where burdening
my children with added debt is fair.
This sounds like President Clinton:
‘Tax the sucker and build it.

Someone planned it wrong. This
building is in its 20s,

George Strelezuk, Farmington

‘Yes' votes

he Farmington/Farmington

Hills Chamber of Commerce

and many businesses in our two
cities are fortunate to have available
the resources found at the Farmington
Community Library.

The library has developed an out-
standing business collection, with
trained stafl to assist the business
owner's information needs.

Libraries have ch d radically
from the late 19603 when the current.
Farmington Hills Branch was planned,

Our public library now has computer
access to information and has devel-
oped special collections for the new en-
trepreneur.

‘We have the‘only public l_i'tgrnry in

to witl
the University of Michigan M-LINK

project to demonstrate that public li-
braries can have a positive impact on
the ic health of a busi com-

bond issue to build a new and larger
facility to serve our rapidly expanding

munity.

Why should a public library develop
apeclal pragrams for its local business.
es? lq our case, !hg business taxes of

Hills p
40 percent of the total tax support for
our community services,

Our businesses greatly benefit from
having available s library that is pro-
gressive.

When our local businesses prosper,
the entire community benefits.

The board of the Farmington/Farm-
ington Hills Chamber of Commerce en-
dorses the two library ballot p \f

and for a 1.1 mill operating
millage for the library system.

The Farmington Frienda of the Li-
brary has successfully mobilized com.
munity support for their libraries for
the past four decades. This invaluable
asalstance had enabled the library to
keep pace with evolving technology and
serve the growing intellectual needs of
the community.

We urge all of the Farmington and
Farmington Hills residents to join the
Friends in voting today for a better Ji-
brary tomorrow.

Roslynne Greenberg, president,

to construct a larger library and to pro-
vide operating millage.

Expanded library services are needed
to meet both business and residential
needs.

Jody Soronen, executive director,
Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce

Friends: ‘Yes’
o the residents of Farmington
T and Farmington Hills:

The Farmington Friends of
the Library takes great pride in its long
history of working with the library staff
and Board of Trustees toensure the
high quality of library services avail-
able in Farmington and Farmington
Hills,

The Friends successfully lobbied the
Michigan State Legislature in 1956 to
support the first District Library Law
which enables one library system to
service two communities. The Friends
worked diligently to secure funding for
our first library building in 1956, the
Hills Branch in 1972, the present
Farmington Branch in 1975, and an ex-
panded Hills Branch Children’s De-
partment in 1980,

Now the Farmington Friends of the
Library are endorsing a special election
campaign on Aug. 10 for a $15.5 million

ds of the Library

MEA losing battles

have always been a backer of lost

causes and a crusader for the un-

derdog. Lately, the Michigan Edu-
cation Association has been taking
such a beating at the hands of editorial
writers and columnists that I almost
feel compelled to say a few nice things
about them,

The MEA has not been winning very
many key fights lately, They backed
then-Gov. James Blanchard, but got
John Engler in the governor's race,
‘They backed Proposal A, and got
whipped on that one, too, Further,
their union brothers at the UAW and
the AFL-CI0 helped send Proposal A
to its humiliating defeat.

1f that were not enough, now state
ien. Debbje Stebenow, the prebable

for g in
1994, has ““nuked” the entire school fi-
nancing system.

The education monopoly is not
above the rest of us, The economy is
weak, people are hurting, we are all in
this economic boat together for better
or worse. The question yet to be an-
swered is: “Can we all get along?"

Walter Warren
Westland Taxpayers Union

count...

Your opinions Tell us and your neighbors what you think sbout the opinfons
expressed by writing a letter to the cditor at: The Observer,
21898 Farmington Road, Farmington 48336, Or, if you have a
Touch-Tone® phane, you can leave a voice mail message for our
columnists. Their numbers are listed at the end of each column.

ichigan just became one of several
M states that requtire an adult, compe-

tent woman seeking an abortion to
make at least two teips to a health care facility,
read state-mandated propaganda, to view draw-
ings of the fetus at its supposed gestational age,

and endure a delay of at least 24 hours, ostensi-
bly “to reflect on her decision.”

hl 4

Adults enjoy a legal presumption of mental
competence, This presumption shields them
from state interference in virtually all import-
ant life decisions. Society truats competent de-

isi to make i choices and to
accept the consequences of their choices. One
hopes, and common sense suggests, that such
decisions are made prudently and on the basis
of all available facts, Yet stat dated indoc-

Tamth Y
this law, and find it difficult to
write coherently about it. Hav-
ing long belicved that the abor-
tion controversy is the most
profound privacy issue of mod-
ern times, and that it {s not
“just a women's issue,” [ am
aghast at this latest govern-
+'1 ment interference in personal
A decision-making. That our
state Legislatue can so cavalier-

Shartsis
ly mandate a woman's exercise of her funda-
mental right to an abortion is chilling indeed.

I sometimes wonder about the abortion pa-
tient, Doces she decide, unilaterally, to have an
abortion? In my experience, she does not, Staff
at abortion factlitics tell us that the typicat

patient is ied by a friend
(male or female), her husband, hor mother or
other confidant. Virtually all abortion facilitics
provido counseling, as prudence, ethics and pro-
fessional standards demand.

And no facility would knowingly accept a
mentally incompetent woman as a patient, Ob-
viously, then, the typlcal abortion pationt has
already thought about her condition and
reached an informed deciaion based on her por-
sonal, private situation,

To quote Carol King, executive director of tho
Michigan Abortin Rights Action League, “ItIs
& myth that women do not undorstand what
abortions are, or that thoy wander into clinics
without having given their decision a great deal

- . N

ibed reading ial and an
enforced waiting period are unknown cxcept as
to abortion.

Ordinary people make important decisions
every day, th life-or-death decisi
‘They marry, move, buy property, drive, enter
vocations, become parents, raise children, get
divorced, invest savings, care for infirm rela-
tives.

They make definitive decisions for them-
selves and often for others - their parents,
their children — such as declining therapy fora

inal dition, or inating life support.
The law permits, even encourages this.

Similarly, one may marry with a minimum of
atate involvement . . . Even if a marriage li-
cense reveals that an applicant has already
been married and divorced many timea before,
no county clerk remarks (as did Samuel John-
son) that the contemplated marriage is but a
triumph of hope over experience. No county
clerk sends the applicants home to reflect on
their decision or to consult friends or family.

American law and society, then, trust compe-
tent decish kers. Michigan's new informed
consent law s a glaring exception to this tradi-
tion of trust. It {s insulting and demeaning, and
ought to alarm overyone.

Elsa M, Shartsis is a Birmingham attorney
who is active in the Michigan American Civil
Liberties Union and the Civil Liberties Commit-
tee of the State Bar of Michigan.
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