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Aiitomotive art drives
home many emotions

o Charles Maher, the automobile {s an art
form in itaolf.
;g see ‘em a8 a real sculptural plece,” he
sald,

The time put Into the design of cars, their char-
acter, the cmotions they generato — all add spe-
cial meaning to Maher as he points portralts of
venerated vehicles, working from his Bloomficld
Hills home.

Ho is one of 14 renowned artista whose automo-.
tive works are exhibited in tha Concoura d'Ele-

gance rt at the S
Collection, Big Beaver Rond and Coolldge in Troy,
through Friday,

The display is related to this year's Concours
d'Elegance classic auto show and events, Sunday
at Meadow Braok Hall, at Onkland University In
Rochester. An art previow and awards presenta-
tion will take ptace Friday at Somerset, and an art
auction and banquet Saturday at Meadow Brook,
For information, call 643-6360.

*“It's my first timo (exhibiting) at Meadow
Brook — I'm real exclted about that,” sald Maher,
whose work has been featured in a variety of
ahows. In Michigan these include Gallery Auto-
manta in Rochester and the Ann Arbor Art Fair.

Maher studied industrinl design at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, His 14-year career as a design-
er started with Ford in 1968,

Maher's studlo looks like an esthetic garage,
with a drafting table instead of @ holst, and
brushes and tubes of paint instead of tools. He
uses ncrylic palnt, which can be thick liko tooth-
paste or thin and is easily mixed.

Maher’s works are dramatic renderings of ateek,
. glistening automobiles that capture ions and

m Children’s portraits by
Kimberly Jamieson of Livonia
are framed to tell a story. Her
own daughter is the subject of
a natlonal award-winning
photo.

BY JANICE TiGAR-KRAMER
SFPECIAL WRITER

Noar her hag of
tricke and gthes -
kida' toys, chits"
dron's photogra-
pher Kimberly
Jamieson of Liva-
nia has placed a co-
veted keopsake of her own: a Kodak
Gallery Award for her entey in the
portrait category,

Jamieson's winning photo, “1
Can’t Come Out and Play,” is a fine
art portralt of her daughter, Nicolo,
7, peeking out of a grand-sized door
at the University of Michigan's law
1ibrary. Tho image is from a three-
part series taken In March 1882 at
several Jocations in Ann Arbor.

Nicole {s weating boy'a Victorian-
era clothing and & brimmed cap to
conceal her shoulder-length hair,
Her shirt and ders h i

with the clay-tone door and brick
building; only the child’s full porce-
lain-colored face, with a pensive ox-
pression, atands out against the

stately architecture.
“] did the series for myself," sald
83,41 dered how my

daughter, who always looks so beau-
tiful, would look dressed like a
tough little boy.”

She shot the series with availeble
light using a Hasselblad camera and
f_{lodnk'a Vericolor 400 professional
ilm,

Kodak receivea up to 1,000 entries
per atate in ita annual Gallery
Award competition, a contest for

fesaional ph hers in the

sometimes the feeling of motion. They are rich in
color and detail. Even the tires in the paintings
can be touched with light,

Maher's painting of a 1964 race includes cham-
plon racora A.J. Foyt, Phil Hill and Ken Miles

ding o curve in their resp cars, tirea
straining to hug the pavement. The plece almost
makes the viewer lean with the direction of the
car,

‘The artist works from photographs of vehicles.
The background s important and is added later.
Maher will place the auto in different settings —
maybe near a landmark, maybe in front of a col-
lage of money.

“Concours Sunday” shows a classic car in front
.of Meadow Brook Hall. A portrait of 2 1937 Bugat-
ti Atalante Coupe features a watery setting with a

beach umbrella, while a work of a 1969 Mustang
includes a swimming pool. The cars in both paint.
inge nre reflected in the water.
- A Porsche pecks out of the shadows like a star
‘performer shedding a cloak. “Mcars '81 — Indian-
‘apolis 500" hae a multicolored background.

In two different paintings, a Ford Mark IV and a
Ford GT 40 streak by. One leaves a blur of faces in
a crowd, one has multiple imnges of tires or other
features of the car. A different mood is conveyed in
a painting of a 1935 Auburn Speedster, which is
parked by a tree, a rag doll leaning againat the car,
the sky gently glowing.

Maher often adds personal touches in details
that have meaning to him. A license plate could
bear a significant number, faces reflected in paint
‘and chromo could resemble people he knows.

“Everybody has thoughts about a car, Some cars
Aima1 w':'lued In their lives. A lot of emotion Is tied up

n it.
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Gearing up: Charles Maher of Bloom-
eld Hills drives home many different
art, Samples of

s

U.8., Canada and Mexico, A win-
ning photo in four categoriea (por-
trait, commercial, wedding and un-
classified) is selected from each
state, Photos are judged by the
state's professional photographer's
association. "

Top award
This year, Jamieson also won
Best Children's Portrait from Pro-
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Kodak lauds kids’ photographer

Pesk-n-hoo: Livonia photographer Kimberly Jamieson won ¢ Kodak Gallery Award for T
Can’t Come Out and Play,” a portrait of her daughter, Nicole, peeking out the door of the

Soo PHOYO, 5D University of Michigan Law Library in Ann Arbor.

Authors to visit B’ham library in pilot project

BYMARY KLEMIC
BrAY? WarER

Books will come to life in a special
way at Baldwin Public Library, 300
W. Merrill in Birmingham, starting
this fall,

Four acclalmed contemporary au-
thors will come face to face with the
public when they visit Baldwin in
“Writers Livo at f‘h% lel:ary." apllot

the 1y

The “Writers Live” program will
begin 7:30 p.m. Thuraday, Oct. 14, at
‘The Community House, 380 S, Bates
in Birmingham, featuring Tobias
Wolff and Geoffrey Wolff. The two
men are brothers who were raised
apart, Toblas Wolff wrote “This
Boy's Life: A Memoir,” which was re-
cently made into a movie with Robort
PeNiro and Ellen Barkin. Geoffrey
Wolff wrote “The Duke of Deception:

project ap

Library Assoclation with a grant from
tho Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest
Fund. Baldwin Is one of only 19 li-
braries in three Midwestorn atates —
Michigan, Illinols and Wisconsin —
selected to participate in the project.

“One of the reasons wo ware chosen
was becauso of our (reading and dis-
cussion) ‘Let's Talk About It' sories,”
said Stophen Kershner of Baldwin,
“We had an established track record
for author discussion programs.”

of My Father.”

The next two writers, both teachers
ot Western Michigan University in
Kalamazoo, will appear in the
Baldwin Library Rotary Room. Stu.
art Dybek, author of “The Const of
Chicago,” will be featured 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 28, and Jaimy Gor-
don, author of “She Drove Without
Stopping,” 7:30 p.m, Thursday, Nov.

:'I was trying to come up with a
theme (before deciding on) ‘Writing

One's Life: The Facts and the Fie-
tion,’ the art of writing autobiogra-
phy,” sald Sarah Ormond, head of
adult reading st Baldwin, who was re-
sponsible for bringing the model
project to the library.

Some of the authors in the prograrm
will introduce other authors, she sald.

“I'm excited about people having
access to writers,” Ormond aeid.
*“This program {s more than a lunch-
con or a book signing; it is an oppor-
tunity for readers and writers to in-
toract. It is a credit to Baldwin to be
chosen for this innovative project.”

Baldwin's “Let’s Talk About It”
seriea will give the public a chance to
familinrize themaelves with the works
before henring the authors, Wilma
Garcin of Oakland University will
lead a discussion on “This Boy's
Life" and “The Duke of Deception"
Wednesday, Sept. 22, Richard Sax of
Madonna University will lead a die-

cussion on “The Coast of Chicago"
Wedneaday, Oct. 6, and Rose Pu-
daloff of Wayne State University on
“She Drove Without Stopping”
Wednesday, Oct. 20, Each session
will take place 7:30 p.m. in the
Baldwin Rotary Room,

For more information, call
Baldwin's Adult Reading Depart-
ment at 647-1700.

Baldwin and Borders Book Shop in
Bovorly Hills are partners in present.
ing “Writers Live,” Ormond and
Elaine Morse, assistant manager at
Borders, attended a training end
planning seminar in Traverse City in
October. Gordon was also at the semi-

ar.

Morse said she was “just delight-
ed” about Borders’ participation in
the project.

“I'vo always believed that book-
storea and libraries are in the same
businees,” she sald.

Artbeat features various happenings in the
suburban erts world, Send news leads to: Cre-

counseling for the familics of people with AIDS
and to further tho rescarch in finding a cure for

ative Living, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E, Mapls, Bimingham 48009, or fax them
by calling 644-1314.

At Beat

The 14th annual Michigan Renalssance Fosti-
val is displaying the 1992 Porry Photo Contest
winners and entries through Aug. 12 In the lobby
of the New Center One Building on Wost Grand
Boulevard in Detroit, Alan Lowy of F gton
Hills won second place in the black and white .
catogory, Winnlng phiotos were chosen from 160
entries ‘shot by 40 feativalgoers, Prises will b ©

™~

moods in his rt, J
his paintings are exhibited this week at
he Somerset Collection, Big Beaver
Road and Coolidge in Troy, part of Con-
*“cours d'Elegance events this year.

N o

Stags at the Michigan Renaiesance Featival,
Entry forms for the 1998 photo contest will be
In tho Playbil), avallable at the featival weekonda
. Aug, 14 through Sept. 20 and 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Labor Day, For more information, contact the

d 2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 16, on the Gﬂn‘on‘: :

Forinformation and reviews of musicalper- | Michigan Renal Festival, 700 E. Maple,
;'ormam:u, tum to the 80C- ingham 48009, phone 645-8640,
on.
B SPECIAL DISPLAY
I RENAISSANCE SPIRIT oo ’

Sept. 21 and inuing through
Qct. 2, the 0.K. Harris/David Kleln Gallory, 430
N. Woodward in Birmingham, will host an ex-

-hiblt of handmade paper works by Mary Fisher,

one of the most prominent volcea being heard on
S and AIDS rescarch. Fisher, spokeswoman

the discase.
M DANCE SCHOLARSHIP

Birmingham realdont Megan Lachn, who stud.
{os with Iacob Lascu, was awarded a scholarship
to tho internationally renowned 24th Summer
School for the Performing Arts/Festival of Danca
ot Marygrove College in Detroit, July 5 to Aug. 6.

Lashn has tho opportunity to train In a variety
of dance techniquea with internationally ac-
claimed maater artists, including Jurgen
Schnelder, Gregory Robinson, Gina Buntz, Bar.
bara Pontecorvo and Tommy Gomez.

Other acholarships were awarded to Andrea
8 of Rochester Hills and Michello Esper

" for AIDS at last yenr's Ropubl N
- Conventlon, will be present at an ovening recop-

tion Tuesday, Sept. 21,

. Fisher uces the ancient art form of paper mak-
ing to create medium- to large-size paintings.
Hor subject matter consiats of various floral ar-
rangementa donoe in an array of colors. A percont-
ego of tho sales from her display at the gallory
will bonefit Family AIDS Notwork, to provide

Creek Conter for the Arts.

of Farmington Hills,
B SHIRTING THE ISSUR
Debra Clarey of Clinton Township hos won the

$200 flest prize in the Art 'n Apples Festival T-
ahirt Contest sponsored by Rochester’s Paint




