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Desnos‘ers from page 1F

{mmortality as o celling painter,
DesRoslers’ mark, however loudly
he'll protest, will be his lavish,
large-scale luxury homes, not his
ronovationa or office buildings.

Tour de DesRoslers -

“Oh, I hate the word 'luzury’
home," said DesRosiers, whose
architectural firm is baosed in
Bloomfield Hills, “And don't call
them ‘Custom’ homes. I hate that
word, Call them archlitecturally
designed homes,”

Call them magnificent. To flip
through his portfolio {s like tak-
ing a drive through a subdivision
of the rich and famous, you can
aimost picture Robin Leach doing
the narration:

“And hero is a splendid French
Normen Chateau, whore this
man’s home truly is his castle.
The extetior is constructed of
rough hewn limestonoe blocks and
stucco with smooth limestone
trim, Step inside and you aro led
into a threc-story circular tower
ascending to a ekylight. You can’t
help but envision French royalty
in the two.story Great Room set
off and enhanced with arches and
columns. And, of course, thore's
the breathtaking master suito
complote with its Romeo and Ju-

lict balcony.
“Next stop is this awe-inspiring
Mediterrancan, This home

(which is actually being built on
an in-land lake in Bloomfield
Hills) is graced at the front by a
temple facada Into which s nes-
tled a rotunda foyer somo 22.feet
in diameter. Also notice the curvi-
linear atairs and balcony and the
twin colonnaded veranda which
looks out to the lake. Inside, you
can travel each of the four floors
via elevator. With its freo stand.
ing round columns and articulat.
ed pler colonnades, its observa.
tion deck on the roof and its walk-
out to the lake from the bottom
floor, this home is fit for a prince,
“We move now to an architec-
tural style that ia a Louis DesRo-
slers original, perhaps his signa-
ture plece: a modernization of the
Atantfc shingle design which has
its roots in the great Victorian

homes on tho Atlantic coast. You
can’t help but fall in love with the
gerenity of the geomotric shapes
of the natural wood and cedar
shanks interwovon with the
Michigan field stone, the turrets,
eye-brow windows’ and beveled
glasa and port holea. This house
looks right at home on the shores
of Michigan's Great Lakes, , ."”

Enough, already. This is not
what DesRoslers the business-
man wants to hear,

“Plese don't moke me out to
lwI éhe architect of the rich,” he
soid.

OK, he's not the architect of the
rich. His is o full-service architec-
tural firm. No job's too blg, no
job's too small, But forgive us for
using this newspaper space to
gape and marvel at these dream
homas,

“Don't ecall them dream
homes,” he said. “Most of my cli-
ents read your paper and they
own theso homes. They aren’t
dreams to them.”

True onough. DesRosiors’
homes can bé seon throughout the
lakes regiona of Oakland County
{Heron Bay, Orchard Lake, Pine
Lake) as well as on the shores of
Lake Michigan near Harbor
Springa.

20th Century traditional

Among the many distinguish-
ing qualities of his work — not
the least of which is a price range
from $400,000 to $4 million — are
his use of glasa and open spaces.
DesRosiers” homes have the feel
of betng close to or part of nature.

“Nincty percent of our homes
ore built on water,” said DesRo-
siors, whose father Arthur DesRo-
slers designed the renowned St.
Hugo's of the Hills Church. “We
know what our clienta pay for
these properties, 8o we use enor-
mous expanses of glass to en-
hance those panoramic views.
One of my personal goals for every
home I do is that you he excited
every time you come home. You

JGA’s Albers remembered

" Elaine Albers, 50, popular
1d.based

many of the trend-setting envi-
duced by JGA," said

member of Soutk Jon
Greenberg & Associates retail de-
sign and architecture firm since
1982, died from cancer.

“She had a real influence on

Tony Cnmrllletti. the firm’s direc-

tor of visual communications.
Albers supervised the firm's de-
cor department,

Modern Interlors: One of the many special qualities of
DesRosiers’ residential work are his wide open, state-of-
the-art floor plans which often serve as a nice counter to

the old-style exteriors.

should never be bored to come

home and walk Into your house.”
DesRoslers’ early residential
work featured what he calls, "g’l-
e

pools, clegant wooden floors and
stairways, skylights and other ac-
couterments that probably
u:eun't staples of the original ar-

tra-slick"” ]
only recently turned traditional,
“The biggest change in the last
five to eight years is that America
has rediscovered traditional ar.
chitecture,” he sald. “What we are
doing is 20th century tradltional,
with up-to.date, state-of-the-art
open floor plans with with tradi-
llnn‘r_nl exteriors. It's very excite

Inside the French Norman cas-
tles and the Mediterrancan struc-
tures are five-story commercial el-
evators, Olympic-sized swimming

1 style.

“Qur concepts are an expres-
slon of our client’s personality
and lifestyle,” DesRosiers said.
“We take the client's wish list
and then apply our own profes-
aional creative talent. What we
come up with is a house that Is an
example of our architectural in.
terpretation of their lifestyle.”

What DesRosiers comes up
with, essentially, are homes that
make their owners feel very spe-
clal, and leave the rest of us awed
and envious,
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‘And...

Behind 'i'hese Beautifully
Affordable New Homes, Is A
4,300-Acre Backyard,
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You'll never find a back-

Light and white make
kitchens appear larger

In almost any kitchen, light
and white make a rcjuvonating
twosomo, eays Country Kitchen
Idens maogazine,

Even in very amall kitchens,
white spontancously patrs up
with natural ond artificial light-
ing to refresh a space and make it
look larger.

How? When light bounces off a
white surface, it appears to push
boundaries outward.

Woodwork, too, benefits from
the cffects of white paint. The
ploy of shadew and light em-
phasizes architectural detaile,

“ love using a creamy white on
the trim in a house,” says interior
designer Sharon Brown. “Crown
molding, the trim around doors,
any type of architectural feature
— white shows off the details
without fighting with other cle.
ments.”

But that's not all, White offers
the idenl backdrop for showling off
a limitless variety of colors and
decorating themes,

“White is so flexible,” says in-
terior designer Jula Sutta, “It's
timeless. A kitchen is a place
where there are large investments
of monoy in fixtures, countertops
and the like. White lets you leave
your options open In terms of
being able to change the decora.
tive scheme down the Hine.”

Rather than include permanent
color — such as tiles — in the
kitchen, Sutta likes to depend on
rugs, drapes, chalr cushions and

llections for adding ch bl
color,

“I wanted the background to re-
main neutral so I would have ns
much flexibility as possible.”

On the other hand, Brown likes
to use white as a subtle, elegant
background for permanent but
classically colored materials: blue

tiles, clay-red granite and warmly "

stained floors.
“I love the contrasts,” she saya.
If all these advantages get you

excited obout white, be prepared ...
when you make the trip to the [~

paint store. You may think you

only have to ask for white paint, -

but you'll soon discover that you
must plck from as many a8 160
shades of white.

So how do you choose?

Sutta suggests reviewing paint

chips in the store, thon choosing

three shades of warm white, “1

would pick at least three colors of '

white,”" she says. “Maybe one that
1ooks slightly pink, one that looks
slightly yellow and maybe onc
that looks slightly belge.”

Buy quarts of the shade you se.
toct. Then take them home and

try them out in side-by-side

swaths on the wall,

"

“I always paint a huge section,
says Sutta. “At least o 4-by-4-foot
square. Then I leave them on the
wall for two or three days. I look
at them in the morming light, in

the midday light, in the evening

light, and also in artificlal light,
Thot way, 1 can see how they

change and what kind of charac-

ter each shade gives off.”

Sutta cautlons against pur.
chasing a pure white paint with
no warm tint to it. “Even though
it’s white,” she cxplains, “when
you get it into the room, it will
turn blue and give off a cold, sort
of iey fecling.”

Once you've got your shade of :

white pinned down, you can move

on to accent colors, Brown de. .
pended on her collections to help -

her choose a shade of blue for
tiles, fabrics end wallpaper. Sutta
agrees this is a good approach.
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NOVi PLACE
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Beautiful Country Setting

Just completed: 4 bedroom 2 story with full basement, Exceptional foar plan
with first floor master bedroom and laundry, forma) dining room, huge freat
roam with fireplace, 2%2 baths, ceramic tile, Mﬂvgggr. cathedral ceilings, 2

car gamge and many other quality features. $176,

At Home With Your Lifestyle.

Our imaginatively designed ranch, loft and ewosstory
plans offet 2 wealch of Tuxusies intide and out. For those
of you who take your siyle of living seriously, we sug-

gest you make the move to the Lagoons. But hurey, for

£177,400

Owetlaoking
Nensingnan Metropuik

yard quitc like this. . .
with an 18-hole golf
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NEW EXCINING TOWNHOUSES!
+ 2 Bad(ooms

Ballo Real Estate
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Joseph Klein, Inc.
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also at your door step!
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CALL FOR INFORMATION

264-5234

(BUILDERS HOT LINE DIRECTORY

FOR THE LATEST NEW HOME AND CONDO CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION

““Houve 953-2020 L, gruoR T i

uor builders then the Hotline Number fisted below or follow the recorded instructions and browse through the listings

E Mystic

Ranches, Colonials & 1st floor
master bedrooms,
0’

from the Mid-$200,
Paul

WUILDIN
“Customizng.

The Tradition of Excellence
Continues...

Forest

Novi’s newest communily
nestled among towering (rees,
Reserve Your Homeslte Today!

Marle

G COMFANY
e American, Droam®

Wooded & Watkout
Sites Available
Ma d by:
Therasa Shrader
{313) 261.2223
Re/Max Waest, Inc.

Priced
's

DEVELOPMENT
Maplo Forast

OAKLAND COUNTY

Holling Mondows

DEVELOPMENT
Country Club Village

Glengarry Villago

' CITY PRICE BUILDER BUILDERS HOTLINE
Wixom $123,700.. Bosco Bullding. inc. 4511
Lake Orion $170,000 Puito Homes - 4512
WAYNE COUNTY
ey PRICE BUILDER BUILDERS HOTLINE
Northvliio From $180,000 Pulto Homos 4513
Canton From $180,000 Pulto Homes 4514




