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Listenup: Above, Naomi
Sato, a 16-year-old Japa-
nese student, listens in-
tently to a speaker. At
right, attorney David
Trombley addresses Japa-
nese students at the Farm-
ington Community Scheol.
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By LaAnrny O'CoNNOR
SArr WhiTER
n o month, some Japanese
exchange students are get-
ting acclimated to a Big Mac
and fries, apple pic and the differ-
ence between ones and fives.

‘They're learning about Ameri.
ca, Farmington-style.

Some 17 students nre living
with area families while taking a
month-long, intensive language
and culture program ot Farming.
ton Community School. They're
here untl] Aug. 28.

Then it's on to different sett-
ings as they become exchange stu-
dents for the upcoming school

B ‘This Is kind of to
take the culture shock
away. . . We have to
fine tune thelr iisten-
Ing skills, though. In
Japan, they only hear
Japanese students
speaking English.’

Sharon Kelly

program coordinator .
Scandinavian

RN

Japanese kids
savor first ’
taste of U.S.

Student Exchange

year. Some are going to Texas,
Florida, Indlena and even Cana-
da. The program is designed to
case them into the swing of

things.

*This is kind of to take the cul-
ture shock away,” said Sharon
Kelly, who is coorjdlémt?r of the

Student Excha

Students galn practical advice
on such things as opening a bank
occount, exchanging money and
which way to look when crossing
the street. (In Japan, people drive
on the left side of the rond.)

English, obviously, is a major

hasis, Kelly sald the stud:
have a good grasp of the vocahu-
. lary and grammar.

“We have to fine tune their ls.
tening skille, though,” Kelly sald.
“In Japan, they only hear Japa-
nese students speaking English.”

The students are also absotb-
ing a good deal about their sur.
roundings.

Kelly sald they spent time
- learning about Michigan flowers
and cven made Vemor's floats.
There have been field trips to
Groenfiold Village, the Detroit In.
stitute of Arts and Boblo.

Students visited 4Tth District
Court Monday and later had at-
torney David Trombley explain
the judicial system.

Immerslon into American cul-
ture wouldn't be complete,
though, without putt-putt golf

outings, bowling and trips to the !

grocery store.

Those come courtesy of host
families, who gush about their
teenoge Japanese visitors, Most
are stoying in the Farmington
ares, though some are lodging

with families in Novi and Livo- |

nia, :
Kelly put ads in the newspa. -

pers and church bulletins in

search for hosts, The response -

was overwhelming.
Shiho Miyahara, who turns 16

in a few weeks, is staying with Ro- |

bin end Bill Ray, the owners of
Ray's Interiors.

They're teaching Miyahnra how
to play tennis; She's teaching
them about Japanese people.

“They’re brought up with bet.
ter values,” Robin said. “They
have a lot of respect for older peo-
ple.. . . She's very conniderate.”

Lynn Pheney of Farmington
Hills said hosting Michiyo Ozawe
has been wonderful. “She's a de-
light,” Lynn said. .

Pheney sald one concern was
what to foed her. Ozawe, though,
likes chicken and pasta as well.

Kelly said in many ways the
visitors are like typlcal teenagera,
Some like classical music; some
like rock 'n’ roll,

*I haven't found toc many who
ltke country music,” Kelly said.
“We'll have to work on that.”
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engineering position

BYBILL COUTANT
STAYF WRITER

:“An especially busy conatruction
schedule this year, and more reve.
nae from building and engineer-
ing fees, mode it cnsy for the
Farmington Hills City Council to
hire a new civil engineer.

- “We've had n backlog of small
projects for seven or eight weeks
now,” sald city manager Bill Cos-
tick. “These arc tho types of
things that are labor-intensive as
far as tho engincering is con.
cerned.”

- Costick safd the city had climi-
nated one of ita engineering posi~
tions three years ago during tough
economic times. But with an un-
expected increase in bullding and
engineering fecs of more than
$70,000, the city will be able to
pay for tho new position without
any additions to the budget. Cos-
tick sald the now engineer would
work on tho $12.million Kendall-
wood drain project noxt year if he
was not needed on smaller proj-

ects, -

The council voted 5-0 to hiro
the now engincer, with council
mombers Joanno Smith and Aldo
Vagnozzi absent.

M ‘We’ve had a backlog of small projects for
gsoeven or elght weeks now. These are the types
of things that are labor-intensive as far as the
engineering Is concerned.’

Bill Costick
city manager
Farmington Hills

Coatick sald city engincer Skip
Otwell had already interviewed

‘Tho road project began Tues.
day with underground utility
work. P, will be milled be-

and sclected a for
Greg McCaffery, who accepted a
position as director of public ser-
vices in Wixom. Another candi.
date from that selection process
will be offered the new poaition.

“We thought that would save
going through the whole process
twice,” Coatick sald.

In other business, the council:
@ Heard a roport on paving of
Farmington Road between the en-
trance ‘to Oakland Community
College south of 1.698 and Rapha.
ol Street across from Horitage
Park, and on construction of an
eight-foot safety path from 1-696
tﬁ)ol-‘[lcﬂup Park on Farmington

ad.

tween Aug. 30 and Sept. 2,

“That would be a time resi-
dents should consider an alter-
nate route,” said city engineer
Skip Otwell.

‘That project should be com-
plete by Sept. 20,

Bids for tho safety path will be

opened early next month, and the
projoct is scheduled for comple-
tion by Oct. 1,
M Heard a roport from Mayor
Nancy Bates on progress of the
Unmet Family Ni Committes
and voted to send Batea to a na-
tional conferenco on families
Sept, 17-19 In Minneapolis,
Minn,

Matt Brady’s plans party
with the real live Bunch

Matt Brady's Tavern on 10
Mile in Farmington Hilla is join.
ing the Brady Bunch.

Tho establishmont will host a
party 5.6:30 p.m, Thursday, Aug.

.12, to celebrato the play “The'

Real Live Brady Bunch,” which la
playing at the Strand Thester in
Pontlac,

Cast mombers of “The Real
Live Brady Bunch” and winnors
of tickets to the play will attend,

Radio station WNIC has been
giving away tickets to the play.
The winners, along with Jim
Harper of WNIC, will kick off the
evoning with dinner at Matt Bra.
dy’s Tavern.

THEY’RE OFF AND RUNNING — TO OUR GREAT

OFFER SECURITY AND A PLEASING DECORATIVE
EFFECT. ASSORTED STYLES AND SIZES, SOLID
BRASS OR DIE-CAST METAL IN VARIOUS FINISHES.
FLUORESCENT, HIGH-PRESSURE SODIUM OR
MERCURY VAPOR LIGHTS. 7-FT. STEEL POSTS,
EITHER CROSS-ARM OR WITH CONVENIENT
WEATHERPROOF OUTLET ON POST. EASY TO
INSTALL (BROSE STOCKS UNDERGROUND WIRE,
PHOTO CELLS, TIMERS.)

ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, M1 48152 « (313) 484-2211

our already

40% - 50%

discounted
prices




