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The term "yarden” s used to
incorporate all arcas in a land-
scapo and to treat thom all equal.
ly — to think of them as a whole.
Grass-roots movement

Since grass ia hia favorite plant,
our conversation generally re-
volved around it and his formu-
las, He begine hia yearly yarden
season in mld-January when the
lawn 18 fed with o balanced ferti-
lizer applied with a broadcast
spreader set on number 3,

Ho allows the fertilizer to land
on everything, around trees and
shrubs and on the flower and veg-
ctablo beds,

When the snow {s almost gone,
about mid-March, as soon &8 he
can take his mower across the
lawn without it sinking, he cuts
just above the emerging rhizomes
— a8 little of the now grass that is
emerging as possible,

Next he adds a box of Epaom
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salts to each bag of fortllizer that
covers 2,600 aquare feet and ap-
plieait.

“The magnesium deepons the
color, thickena the petal and in-
creases the root structure, and
that's what I need.”

He reponts this in the spring
and fall, Baker advises that nowor
fortilizers contain urea and slow-
rolonse producta that attract
molsture, so efther use the beg up
ﬁght away, ot give it to a neigh-

o1,

Recipes for success

He then mixes one can of beor
{an enzyme activator), 1 cup of
itquid dish soap (to wash off pol-
lution and dlscourage insects),
one-half cup liquid molasses or
clear corn syrup (to help plant di-
gest food) and 1 cup houschold
ammonta (to speed up the pro-
cess) with 1 cup liquid lawn food,

and applics this.

Ho woahes the lawn evéry week
with yot another formula, but
concedes that overy two weeka is
OK. This romoves surface dirt
and allows the full spectrum of
light to reach the plant.

He mows the lawn regularly,
threo times a week, feeds It every
threo weeks, und has it cored
twice a year,

A few of his other tipa are:

‘Water beforo 8 am, so water
will get into the soil, and not ex-
pire from the plants into the nllr.

L

hosta the year-round national ra-
dio program “On the Garden
Line.” As a result of radlo audi-
ence questions, he begay publigh-
ing a monthly nowslotter with the
samo title. Ho hna been o guest on
many televislon shows.

Hia newest vonture is Tho Yar.
denCare Co., which includes the
newslotter and radio program,
and & Garden Line Seriea of eight
easy-reforenco booklets,

Thia company also carried Yar-
denCare Tonice that contain the
active Ingredients in Baker's
homemade concoctions that have

Listerine In water if
done after 2 p.m. will holp provent
bacteria from forming.

A hoso-end sprayer filled with
half Coke, half ammonia and 1
teaspoon of soap sprayed on the
lawn will help grass clipplngs
compost in place. This ia import-
ant because more and more mu-
nicipalitica aren't taking clipp-
ings to landfills,

Walking on the lawn while
wearing golf shoes allows the
apikes to mechenically penctrate
the invisible barrier, called sur-
face tenslon, so that water and
nutrients will get down Into the

soll.

“The best two thinga you can
do to your yarden ia to spoll it
Use Coke and ammonta (or any
othen pop — not sugar-free or 7-
U;

%hemlcnla need to be used oc-
casionally end must be used as
recommended on the labels, or
use less.

Career branches

Baker's career has been varied,
often involving garden-related ac-
tivities. Ho has written more than
three dozen books, including two
New York Times best sellers. Two
more are waiting to be written. He

was the garden consultant for t;

World Book Encyclopedia and
has done two videos. d
and

beon ixed for the
‘They include Thatch Buster, Yar-
den Activator and Yarden Sham-

Ppoo.

Boker was dubbed America’s
Master Gardener by the man who
atarted the MG program in Ore-
gon. A master gardener award was
given in 1965 by tho Standard Oil
Co. {Chevron).

Michigan State Prison in Jack-
son asked Baker to speak to pris-
oners to motivato them to ettend
a master gardener program and to
tell them the opportunitica in
landscape nursery and manage.
ment and greenhouse manage-
ment. He took the courses with
the prieoners at tho “Hardrock
Horticultural Center" and earned
master gardener status then,

.Now this program trains in-
mates who ezrn an assaclate de-
greo, toxic chemical applieation
certification as well as the master
gardoner certification. Ho ralscs
money to help the prison program
and plans to particlpate on o reg-
ular basis this year.

Baoker has worked with chil-
dren, senior citizens and church
groups, He sald tho horticultural
fiold I8 excollent for young people,
and gives two scholarships each
year to Michigan State Univerai-

LY

“I really think it’a points
toward heaven if you get yourself
involved with the envi .

Urb (left)
of Bloomfield Hills pose with sculptor David Barr of
Nouvi on the campus of Oakland University in Ro-
chester. The Urbs donated Barr's painted steel
sculpture to the university, in part because of Barbi-
ra Urb's fondness for the OU campus where she
received her undergraduate degree in 1986, she said,
She and her husband enjoyed taking walks on the

s campus, she said, The sculpture, 7 feet tall and 6 feet
around, is between North and South Foundation
Halls. Barr teaches at M. b C ity College.
His works are placed around the state, including the
new history museum in Lansing,

Textile designs shown at fest

For tho first time at tho Michi-
gan Renaissance Festival, see an
artiat/textilo designer at work.

Watch Robert Paige 10 a.m. to
7 p.m. Saturday-Sunday, Aug. 14-
15, as he croates, designs and
hand puirlw ona~of-'a~kind ailk

He lectures lvely

yardage, renais-

sance techniques for hand paint.
ing silk. For more information,
call 874-0300.

Paige’s geometric patterns and -
shapes of all kinds expreas pure -
art and total design, He has an .
eye for subtle color combinations *
and organic patterns,

641-5300
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clous kitchen,

room.

park and swim club,
CALL SUSAN OR TO

lower level. Wet bar. $207,900.

BEVERLY HILLS FAMILY HOME ($192,000)
Custom bullc h{ “Christle.” 4 bedrooms, 2,5 baths,
Fireplace In family room. Formal ng
Finishcd rec voom, Walk to Blrmingham schools,

2478 OAKRIDGE, TROY
Exccutive Colonlal in Beach Forest subt 3,433 sq. fi. 4
bedrooms, 3.5 bathis, great room, sun
bedroom with whislpoal, deck and gazebo. $399,900,
CALL AUREL BUMBU 641-5300 OR 309-5762

i A
PICTURESQUE
Accommodating layout, On pelvitte one acre lot. farge
family room featurlng natural freplace. Fully finlshed

CALL MICHAEL 737-6800

RE

‘GREAT VALUE IN A GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD

Popular Beverly Hills, schools, 3 bed

1.5 baths. Family klichen, Great room overlooks pretty

fenced yard and deck, Full bascment. Low $100,000's.
CALL SUSAN OR TOM TEDESCO (41-5300

Member 5 Aréa Multiple ListingServices Relocation Specialists. : . a
agh Of.ficev!ndepe_ndeql]y Owned Anq (_Jppralgd . 3 e

v L P £
DRASTICALLY REDUCED ~ NOW $169,500
Village. Owners want “soldtl* Take advan.
“i‘ of sellers' motivation. Geacious 3 bedroom, 2 baths,
Fa“;xlous family room. 2 235" deep
ya

2372 CLAYMONT, TROY
Beautlful setting with view of deep private yard? 2,680
q. ft. § bedrooms, 2.5 haths, family roon, den, finlshed

room, master

“PINEBROOK SUDDIVISION™
Grear deal = great nelighbochood, Custom bulls Tudor,
©oak decor, 4 bedrooms, 2.5
with fireplace,
deck and Tandseape

We::ll kltchen, master sulte witl
cd yar X
L STEVE COLE 641-5300

jew carpet $224,900.
CALL AUREL BUMBU 641-5300 OR 390-5762

rIvay pe

CALL SUSAN OR TOM TEDESCO 641-5300
> s .

2]
Dlrmingham schoals, $ bedroom spacious hame. Con.
temporary white formlca kitchen with doorwalls Icading
1o extenslve decking. Skylights, $275,000.
HAEL 737-6800

Total seclusion and privacy, Nesiled on 2.3 acres of

treed wooded lot., 6 bedroom, 4 bath brick ranch, 4 car

garage. Circular driveway, $449,000. \
CALL MICHAEL 737-6800

baths, 2 story famlly room
i f: bath,

&

AWARD WINNING CONDO
Chanticleer chalce ranch end unit, 2 car attached garage
with direce aceess, pool, clubhouse; spotless conditlon
~ immedlate possession, $151,900.
CALL HELENE MALLON 737-G800 ’

dated. Bl

CHAMP
Top of the line matedals, Custom Tudor. 3,000 sq. ft. of

lavish tving, Recessed lights, Wet bar,
Jevel. 3 car garage. $325,000,
CALL MICHAEL 737-6800

West Blmmglcid
et
.5 baths, fircplace, garage and fenced yard,

00.
CALL MICHELLE MICHAEL 737-6800

3 S A A b ik TSRV
‘GREENBROOKE PARKIIOMES * SOUTHFIELD
Open, alry, freshly palnted 2 bedroom tawnhouse with
first floor den, well located at rear of beautifully treed
and landscaped complex. Enjoy the pooll 383,900,

CALL MARCIA MEISEL 737-6800

ESTNUT RIDGE CONDQO * PARMINGTON HitLs
Remarkable quality and attention to detail set this onc
above all the rest. Flrst flnor bedroom, marble floors,
patio and deck with facuzzl and MORE! $237,900,

CALL MARCIA MEISEL 737-6800

ished Tower

0

PRIDE
A nawral settlng s just one af the features of this
Southficld brick lr‘am:hlAurmum]:d by an acte of trees, 3
m

amlly o0 2 car anached ga-
rage, 2.5 baths, 195.900.
CALL MICHELLE MICHAEL 737-6800

PLEASANT RIDGE — BOULEVARD STREET 5
GUARANTEED BEST PRICE WEST OF WOODWARD! You *
can save moncy with aliemative scller assisted financing
New gsanllurc. rool, storms, clectrie, deck & morr,

$149,900.
CALL ERNIE HALE 737-6800 OR 352-4446

e N

AWESOME!
brick-rtnch has been beautifully up.
oak kitchen, spaclous famlly room,

g




