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Patterson: Oakland faces $11 million deficit

By PAT MURPHY
STAFF WiUTZR

News of Oakland County's
pending $11 million budget defi.
cit hoa prompted criticiam, skep-
ticiam and at least ane suggestion
for averting lay-offa,

“Republicans are fscally irre.
aponsible, just like they were in
Washington (during the Reagan-
Bush years),” said Commissioner
Lawrence R, Pernick, D-South.
field. “We should be able to ad.
dress at least part of that deficit
by demanding accountability
within the criminal justico sys-
tem."

Another commissioner, a Re.
publican who asked not to be
identified, said news of the deficit
may be a ploy. “About 400 county
employees a}:c eligible for carly re-

" the t :

Fiscal crisis

Southfleld businessman James
Ralph enid the county exccutlve
L. Brooks Patterson could save
money by J ith

$11 million by the end of this
year, the exccutive snid, and as
m\ll)nh as $22 million in 1894,

n

by making sure the bidding pro.
ceas on county projects s open to
minority compantes.

“1 don’t know how a county like
Qakland, the third richeat in the
county, could be faclng a budget
deficit,” sald Ralph, who is preai.
dent of the Oakland County Busi.
neas Consortium and owns an in-
surance agency in Southficld, But
bide from minority businesamen
would assure competition.

Patterson raised the specter of
a a county shortfall Tuesday at a
luncheon meeting of the consorti-
um at Northland, Patterson sald
dizappointing returns on invest-
menta were largely reaponsible for

Baid,
“This might be en attempt to en.
couraga them to leave.”

F‘“‘ land's facing a budget short-
all,
The deficit could be as large ns

was to go

into more detail today at @ meet-

ing of the county board's finance

ittee when he is duled

to discuss “the significant opera-

:lngﬂnhonfnll the county 1s fac-
ng.

Commissioner Larry Crake,
chairman of the board, Wednes-
day told nowsmon he was aware of
the pending shortfall. "But I
don't want to make any comment
until after Mr. Patterson address-
es the financo committee,”

Commissioner Sue Ann Doug.
los, R-Rochester, safd news of a
possible deficit 18 particularly
distreseing since the legislature
has moved to eliminate property
taxes as a gource of achool reve-

nue.
“Because of S,B, 1, the state

has to make up billlons of dol-
lm"a."' sald Douglos, “We (com:

because the state may try to make
up that moncy be taking funds
away from countles,”

Commissioner Donn L. Wolf,
R.Farmington Hills,
wants to learn more about any
budget problems from Patterson
himself. “I think we'll learn a lot
today from Brooks,

“But we won't raisc taxes,” h
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vowed, “Wo'll cut
it means cutting services."

Commlgsioner Pernick, chair-
man of the board’s Democratic
caucus, said the possibllity of a
deficit should not be a surprise.
Patterson and other Republicans
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have repeatedly accused Demo.

crats of being irresponaible’

apenders, he said.

AROUND OAKLAND

Couples workshop on intimacy

An Ogkland University Contin-
wum Center workshop called
“Pathways to Intimacy” will oc-
cur 7-10 p.m. Thursdays, Aug. 18,
26 and Sept, 2, at the Rochester
Community House, 816 Ludlow,

Fee is $79 per couple. Register
by Tuesday. Call 370-3033.

The program examines barriers
that can prevent closeness, and
the power struggles between men
and women, even in relationships
that are good. Partners will learn
how intimacy can flourish when
they reccive and accept each
other’s social, emotional and
physical needs,

Steam locomotive rides slated

This has been a summer of
comebacks. Think about it: Dino.
sours. Eastwood. Tina Tumer.
Qnd now, a 1940s steam locomo-
tive.

Nickel Plate Rond 2-8.4 fast
freight locomotive Number 765
will' pull excursion trains on
round trips around southeastern
Michigan in mid-August. Trips
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are set up by the Bluewater Mlch-
igan Chapter of the Natlonal
Ratlway Historical Society.

The traln will carry passengers
from Livonia to Holland on Sat-
urday and from Livonia to Flint
and Saginaw on Sunday. Each
trip will feature sightacelng in the
destination city and tours of the
train,

For either excursion, round.trip
tickets are $79 for ages 16 end

over, and $64 for children ages 8
to 16, Children & and under ride
free, provided that they do not oc-
cupy a scparate seat,

Silver Class Service, including
lounge car seating, light break-
fast, all-day hors d'oeuvres and
soft drinke, and a croissant sand.
wich supper, is $165 per person,
‘Tickets must be purchased in ad-
vance. For more informatlon, call
399-7963.
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SPECIAL TWO-FOR-ONE OFFER

Order one lunch or dinner entreé and get a second one (of equal ar
1ess value) free of charge. To entice you to sample our diverse, supesb meau,
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