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POINTS OF VIEW

More money won’t repair our ‘broken’

X o our state Legislature debates
the future funding of our schoola
in Michigan, I would like to edu-

cate the readers about the recent histo-

1y of state support for kindergarten

‘through 12th grade education in Michi-

an.

¥ Contrary to popular belief as dissem-
{nated by the Michigan Educativn As-
sociation and its follow travelers, the
people of the state of Michigan have
not been parsimonious when it comes
to state aid for kindergarten through
12th grade education. .

In the 1982-83 fiscal year, total atate
aid to kindergarten through 12th grade
education was $1.23 billion. Ten years
fator after all of the alleged cuts, total
state aid to kindergarten through 12th
grade education in the 1992-93 fiscal
year will amount to $3.051 billion,

This is a 148.1 porcent increase dur-

_inga period when inflation as mea-

Problems

. QUESTION: There is a lot of talk
about citizens hoving a right to se-
lect the school district they want
their child in, the schools of cholce/
voucher program. I've heard plonty
from the supporters of these con-
cepts, but what are the basic prob-
lems that will nced to be faced?

ANSWER: Let's say schools of
choice becomes a reality, meaning par-
ents can solect the school district thoy
want their child to attond. And let's
say hundreds of parents in the Taylor
or Wayno Westland School District de-
cide they want their children in the
Plymouth School District (or vice.ver-

. sa), or hundreds of parents in Pontiac

* want their students in the Bloomficld

© Hills or West Bloomfield School Dis-

! trict,

© We have a minor problem. The re-

+ ceiving districts, Plymouth or West

- Bloomfield's school buildings are pres-
ently full of atudent and there isn’t

: room fora hundred or more students.

sured by the Detroit CPI is up only
40.3 porcent,

In,other words, instead of decreasing,
stata aid to education increased 108
percent fastor than inflation when the
popular perception is that tho atate of
Michigan has been cutting its support
to kindergarten through 12th grade ed-
ucation, These figures come from tho
Senate Fiscal Agency.

As pointed out by Phil Power in his
July 29 calumn in this paper, total stu-
dent enrollment in kindergarten
through 12th grade education in Michi-
gan has dropped 25 percent in the last
15 years.

Power also points out that the quali-
ty of education In Michigan, as mea-
sured by test scores, has at best stayed
level and at worst declined during this

As tim Legislature debates the future
funding of education in Michigan, it is
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this state, but rather, it s that wo are
Ent gemng_‘ our monoy's worth from a

owned and operated monopoly echool
system. .

It is not my purpose here to suggest
specific waya how we can cut state
sponding on education, but rather to
polnt out to our elected officialesthat
the current systom is broken and more
moncy will not fix it.

‘They must find a solution to the two
current trends that are destroying our
publie education system, These are

obvious that there is a significant room
for improvement in the system, both in
terms of studont outcomes and in mon-
oy input,

‘The problem s not that we don't
spond enough money on education in

over increasing funding buying ever
decrenaing quality.

Somo obvious areas to look at for
savings are: Do we need 672 school dis-
tricts in Michigan? Does every county
need on intermediate achool district?
What do these Intermediate school dis-
tricts do anyway?

i

fons such

{zation of many fi

‘schools

as food service, transportation and
maintenance could lead to significant
savinge. - ‘

Also empowering parents with some
sort of voucher system would certainly
set competitive forces in motion that
will help us achieve our goal of increas-
ing education quality at lower cost,

If the atata restores dollar-for-dollar
tho $6 biltion cut from school financ-
ing, wo will know that they will have
failed to reform an antiquated, cash-
sucking wasteful system, and we will
only be getting more of the same with
just another way to gouge the taxpayers
for a system that does not respond to -
its customer’s needs.

James N. Brozovich, a 15-year Farm-
ington Hills resident, monages a firm
that provides market research for aute
supplicrs. He is a member of The Com-
mittee to Eliminate Government Waste.

make a voucher system unworkable

A solution could be the districts
sending students, i.e. Pontiac, renting
a massive crane to pick up one of their
elementary achool buildings, setting it
on a massive U-Haul driving it to
Bloomfield Hills, finding some (donat-
ed) vacant land and turning on the
lights. Sorry, it is too much of a task to
mave a building from “Pooraville” to
“Richville," so where are the addi-
tional facilities coming from?

if an exodus of school children
docs transpire from ono community to
another community, who pays for the
extra buses to haul the kids — the
sending district or the receiving dis-
trict?

These are just a fow “minor" prob-
lems for those who believe schools of
choico will improve competition be-
tween school districts, driving the
“bad" districts out of business and im-
proving a child’s education. It is not
practical and won't work, Consolida-
tion of achool districts may occur, but

schools of choice? I doubt it.

And, yes, I recognize n money vouch.
er will probably go with the child. My
guess I8 the voucher would be between
$3,000 and $5,000 per student.

The question then is: If the recoiving
school district is spending $8,600 per
student and if a hundred students
move into ita district with $3,500, who
makes up the $5,000 deficit per student
for o total $500,000 tab?

You got it — the local taxpayers in

“Richville" will suddenly find them-
selves handed tho bill to make up the
difference or else start to live with a
mediocre program.

School‘ of chol'ce ndyoca.tes soy they

are PP
and that may be true. But it will be
paid for by those echool districts with

The same with the most expensive
progeam in education, special educa-
tion. The federal law says that states
only have ta provide services from ages
& to 20, Michigan legislatures passed a
law to provide services from 0 to 26.
Guess who got tapped with the bill! Lo-

more money who now will pay not only
their own children’s education, but
their neighbors’ children as well,

And 1 guarantee that “Lansing” will
allow local districts to raise more mon-
ey through local taxes over and above
the atate's present tentative plan (a0
much money per child).

This governmental thinking is not
new. In the ‘608, the state mandated
and paid for driver education. Aftera
few years, the cost of teaching kids to
driva fell upon the local taxpayer. Vo-
cational education, during the Johnson

cal taxpay

No one donics the great need for spe- *
cial education for children, but let's be
thonest. Every program started by our
leaders is eventually dumped on the lo-

taxpayer who, in turn, belleves the
local school district administration is
the money-grabbing one at fault,

So I wouldn't get too excited about
the school of choice issue yet. There
are, a8 you pointed out, many factors to
be considered, some of which are not
resolvable,

Jaanu‘ "D'M:'payle, a‘[or.mer teach-

and Kennedy era was funded at about
80 percent; today the atate pays about
& percent.

in-
structar, is president of Payk and As-
tos an educati s

LETTERS

. Rlegle take note

. en. Don Rieglo's letter dated

: July 23 and subaequent televi-
sion appearances by Bob Kerrey

. and a host of other Democrats are al-

. ready playing the “CYA game” or “‘cov-

‘State arts funding leads to
verbal legislative fisticuffs

{ you want to get into a fist fight, tell people
in western Michigan that the Detroit Inati-
tuite of Arts, Detroit Symphony Orchestra,

* Detrolt Zoo, Detroit Historical Museum and tho
: Edison Institute are state jewels which the

er your ass"” for the vote confiscating
more of productive citizens income.
Tho money that I will lose each
month is what I and millions of other
Americans would have used to make
purchasos, purchases of goods and ser-
vices that make the engine of our econ-

omy run and grow. Clinton may have
proposed it. But you, Don, are the one
who voted for it.

1 was walking down the street in San
Francisco a couple days ago and some-
one says to me, “Hey buddy, can you
give me your change?”

I'm sure, Sen. Riegle, that you have
seen some of thede people from your
limo window in the streets of Washing-
ton, D.C., people who believe it's more
fashionable to beg than to work.

1 answered him, “Sorry buddy, the
Democrats just confiscated my money.

Besldes, they’ro going to give you a job
soon,” He wasn't impressed.

Neither am 1. Can I suggest a good
resume service, Don?

Hownrd C. GHbertson, Birmingham

Good exterior
lighting is

" state should pay for.
' “Rpgional facilitics should be supported on a
‘- regional basis,” warned a Grand Rapids area

legislator a8 he tried to cut funding for tho
aforementioned sacred cattle, What he's saying
is that motropolitan Detroit benofits moat from

* these cultural cows, and ho's tired of funding

* what his folks don't consider sacred.

"Tho $29 million cultural aid bill won 81 to 18
approval in the stato House of Representatives.
But the truth fa that if there hadn't beon & fow
million for the Grand Raplda Musoum, which
folks around here hardly consider a state aseet,
the whole bill might have gone down.

In short, we in southeast Michigan had best
consider supporting regional cultural institue
tions ourselves.

We gat into this mesa in the mid 1970s, when
Dotroit Mayor Coloman Young deelded Europe-
an-or{ented culture wasn't his city’s priority.
Young cut Detroit’s contribution to the world
class Inatitute of Arts to the vanishing point.

He precipitated the Datroit Symphm:y crisis :t‘
" four or five yoars ago by withholding ite’gran!
Under G:v. William G. Milliken, tho stato
* began giving “equity" grants to Detroit area
culture, starting at $3.7 miilion and reaching a
** high of $32.4 million in tho late 1980s. At one -
- “point, the state even gave Young $10 million of
*; highway money for the 20o.
Then the economic roof caved in.
Gov. John Engler is pictured as & moan-Bpir-
itod country and western lout for cuttingarts
funding. But if Boethoven or Botticelll wero
governr, the arta couldn't have fared any bot- )
ter, - . : ;
" Citizens Ressarch Council of Michigan, an .
dependent outfit with some intelloctual clout,

" *orno years — & multi-county agoncy to support
the arts; It suggested the United Wey. approach.

'

uvenated an idea some of ushavohad for16 -

L

price of a book or magazine thana emall body of
Rt Yory dand ee

* oconomic reality: The works of Rembrandt and -
Rochmantnoffwi .

" without governmont meney. -,. -

- tage goodbye. ;

to fund-raising, with one organization scrving
averything.

CRC projected some tax rates that Qakland,
Macomb and Wayno counties could Jevy to
raise $50 million for the cultural institutions.
Examples:

M Property tax — 0.745 mills. -

@ Porsonal income tax — 0.11 percent.

M Salos tax — 0.163 percent.

B Single business tax — 0.14 percent. -

M Amuscment and recreation sorvices tax — 6.7

percent.

State Rep. Grog Kaza, R-Rochester Hills, has
troublo with any governmental funding of the
arts. Kaza ls no redneck. Ho trotted out
yomarks of many artistic greats in support of his
view, riotably novellst John Updike: “I would '
rather have as my patrons a host of anonymous
cltizans digging into their own pockets for the -

ible mon ad:

publlc funda,”
" But I foar the Kaza-Updike view ignores an.

i be ilabla to Ar .
. We had bettor come up witha mothod bv-',-\i
sidos the state budgot, ot kisa our fine arta heri-

Tim Richard reports regularly on the local im+
plications of state and regional events. His office
number is (313) 3491700, .o

3 also good
> Sccurity lighting

10% OFF
our alrcady
discounted

409 - 50% OFF

Brighten your
\ frontdoor
|~ everyday with
| American Lantemns!

A

B AT A ke
American Lantemns Sale
. -lasts 10 days only! -
Lightag Fixtwes For Every Docor » Wiiag Sepplies ead Light ke

CONSTRUCTION,INC

" sTacoW.7MLE -
LIVONIA, M 48182 (319) 404-2211

ROAD




