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General made himself memorable

toualy b

+ “THE BRIDGE , In a lifetime, ono has been

CROWD $f ho or she makes friends with a fow unusually gifted

e gt People, I have enjoyed that opportunity. Let mo tell

| you about ono such fricnd becouse he was a remark-

N nble person and 1 was truly fortunate to have experi-
enced such a wonderful encounter.

Gon, Constantine Platsis wan Greece's firat air
corps general. Following World War 11, in which he
&4 distinguished himself ogainst the Nazi invaders on
N many b d i he d his country
A os Greeco's first United Natlona ambaseador,

woopy , Shortly after his move to New York City, an Invita-
BOYD tion to join the Regency Whist Club was extended, a8
——— the general’s lovo for card games, especially his fond-
ness for bridge and thoae who played it, was intense. In no time, it was
npparent to everyone that his gifts wero many. His gentlencss was
oxtraordInary, yet you knew at e glance this was a man of charactor and
tremendous strength, even though stored in a physique just over five
feet in size. I knew no one who could match his smile and charm, His
humility and kindness allowed him no enomy anyone could remember,

Today, tho annual Platsis Memorial Bridge Tournament ia one of
the club’s two most eminent events,

oata, an endearing nicl the genern! acq ages ago, could
hold his own in the world's strongest stake games. His bidding and
play were imaginative and bold. He never let tho right bid got in the
way of a speculative venture if he belioved an opportunity was at hand.

Certainly there were only a few who could match his deceptiveness at
the table. When ho tired of stake play in New York, he traveled enst to
Monte Carlo or west to the glittering lights of Lés Vegas and busied
himeelf at the tablea of unpredictability, Some of the storics that came
from those ventures at fortune and chance nre splendid and legendary.

Once he invited five of his best friends, who just happened to be
excellent players, to Montreal a8 his guests for a four-day challenge
match against that city’s finest. For 96 unbelicvably exhauating hours,
the h inued in a series of suiles at tho Queen
Elizabeth Hotel with no let.up for fensting or sleep. On another occa-
slon, he chartered a magnificent yacht, which salled the Aegean Sea
with o dozen of his favorite bridge-playing pals for 10 days of play.

There wos a memorable evening some 20 years ago, in which nine of
us wete his guests at an elegant, but delicate dinner party at the Re-
gency Whist, followed by an into-the-daylight-hours game. Hero is a
memorable hand from the fun.drenched evening that portrays Costa’s
shrewdness, This hand came late, 80 it was natural that only the fittest

Off the Cuff wants your suggestions

1o

Got a suggestion for an individ.
ual The Eccentric can highlight
in Off the Cuff, an occasional fea-
ture that focuses on ordinary peo-
ple with extraordinary flairs for

& Eccentric area reaident — man,
woman or child — with a distinc-
tive clothing eense, be it classic,

‘were atil] playing at a level equal to their greatest capabil-
Jtles, but the general never intentionally took ndvantage of onc's hard-
evening habita, :
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1f you had been sitting East, on lead in this intimidating high-stake
dramn, holding cards that could probably beat your adversary's con-
tract, what card would you put in play? East know Costa was operating
with his series of deceptivo bids, but which, if any, were trustworthy
and for whose cars to reason? Could South's shape be 0.6-0-7? Certain-
Iy not likely, but which cue bid was true? ARer a prolonged council
with the wizardly gods of bridge, East laid down a loser . . . the dia-
mond ace and o plus 1880 for N/S,

You could have heard a snowflake fall. The stunncd silence was
finally d with Costa’s quiet condol « «»“Theal Tve,
gentlemen, i almost as displeasing, a8 you can't make six apades. ¥l
double, lead a club and beat you for 800.” . .

Woody Boyd teaches local bridge classes and is a life master. He lives
in Bloomfield Township, To leave @ message for Boyd, from a Touch-
Tone phone, call 953-2047, Ext. 1853.

FASHION CALENDAR

FRIDAY, AUG. 20
At Valenting .

siza 1X to 7X, by Lainie Designs;
blazers and coats by Sharon Phil-
lips Designs, and coate and jack-
eta by Dero Leathers 10 a.m. to 6

YUESDAY, AUG. 248

Oscardaia F_ama
scar de {a Renta autumn '93 .

weaters, T-shirts and sweats,

Necti

with special

tive Boaz Mazor, with informal
modeling 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tues-
day, Aug. 24, and Thursday, Aug.

pm. through Saturday, Aug. 21, 26, in Designer Salon, second
at Valentina, Fuller Figure- floor, at Saks Fifth Avenus at the
Square on 8 Collection in Troy.
Northwestern Highway between 7
12 and 13 Mile ronds in South.  Efentmcy
field. Ellen Tracy stock show 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., with representative vis-

Glorglo Armani
%lnrxin Armani trunk show,

with representative visit 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m, and informal modeling
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Couture,
Level Three, at Neiman Marcus
at the Somerset Collection in
Troy, CK Selling Day, with repre-
gentative visit 10 a.m. tod pam. In
Career, Level Two,

SATURDAY, AUG. 21

Fail *93 collection of Ghost, in-
formally modeled noon to 4 p.m.,
at Roz & Sherm at Bloomfield
Plaza in Bloomfield Township.

Nelman Marcus

Zegna trunk show, with repre-
sentative visit 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in
Men'a Clothing, Level One, at
Neiman Marcus at the Somerset
Collection in Troy. “Pigtails and
Froglegs,” children’s back-to-
school fashion show, at 11:30 a.m.
in Children’s World, Level Two.

it, in Career, Level Two, at Nei-
man Marcus at the Somerset Col-
lection in Troy. Show was origi-
nally scheduled for Tuesday, Aug.
Pamels Dennls
Pamela Dennis trunk show,

with representative visit 10 am.
t0 4 p.m. and informal modeling
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. through
‘Wednesday, Aug. 25, in Couture,
Level Three, at Neiman Marcus
at the Somerset Collection in

Troy.
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 25

Fashion even

Career "1t's All About You”
event, with Brenda Moser, includ-
ing reception at 6 p.m;, fashion

ton at 6:30 and shoppl

7-9 p.m, in Carcer, Level One, at
Neiman Marcus at the Somerset
Callection in Troy. Call 6433300
for reservations. Event was origi-
nally scheduled for Thursday,
Aug. 19, .

trendy, h or
give us a call at 644-1100, Ext.

243,

fashion? If you know an Observer

BUSINESS OWNERS
Always be ahead of your competition!
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Judge for Yourself
Attend Oakian

d’s free

Aleksandrovi

Preview
Monday, August 23, 12 nooo-8 p.m.
Tuesday, August 24, 12 nocn-8 p.m.
Wednesday, August 25, 10 am.S pm.
B : T

16Lh C. Meyl Prriod
Satsuma Vase, 21° high
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Saturday and Sunday, October and snd Ird
preceded by three revi

AUCTION featuring: property belonging to the Estate of Ruth E. Harvey, Grosse
Polnte, MI; the Estate of Theodora Machanus Tolubofl, Birmlngham, KI; a group

of Marshalt Fredericks bronzes; a 16th c. Mel]l Satsuma m

selection of estate jewelry; Stelnway grand plano: a 1887 560

560 SEL Mercedes Benz; silver plated {lreplace tools; furniture; Oriental
; erystal; graphics: paintings by

Serov, J. Pecle, Ferdinand Roybel, Donald

Luchs, James Chatelaln, John Egner, Jack Tworkov, Grace Hartigan, Daubigny,

Culver, Bacon, Pieler, Baron Ernst von Maydell, R Hopkin and many more.

Call for free illustrated brochure
Catalogues 520.00, 525.00 postpald, 835.00 fareign
Court, Bloomficld Hills, MX 48302
three Blocks north of Square Lake Road, cast off Franklia]

(313} 332-3528 Fax 332-8370

We are pleancd to announce the sale of the coliectlon of the late
Mz, mo ; Josen ‘Woodard .

vase; a large
SEC and a 1891
Valetin
Purdy, Michael

Auction
Thursday, August 26. 8 p.u.
Friday, August 27, 6 p.m.
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iHere's- an easy wa
house-hgnt. Y

You'll find a lot of Open Houses listed right in our Classified .
Real Estate Section. There are also dozens of Open Houses .
listed on our electronic HomelLine directory. Be sure to check .
both. When using HomeLine, call 953-2020. You can listen to all - 5%
sorts of recorded listings for houses that are open to view.. -~ AL
' All you need is a touch tone telephone, a little time, and the
following directions for using our voice telephone diractory:

- 1o

=73

1. Call 953-2020
directory at right).

you've chosen.

4. Additional information: .
*To back up, press 1
» To pause, press 2 .
« To jump ahead, press 3
* To exit at any time, press %

| B _@hﬁemer?}

2. Press the number of the city you are interested in (see -

3. Choose your price range and listen to the listings for ﬁxe city

Eccentric”

-+ "Homeline

Birmingham

Fot Oakland County Listings, Press 1
80

21

Bloomfiold 4280
Farmington 4282
Farmington Hllls 4282
Milford 4288
Novi 4288
Rochester 4285
Royal Oak 4287
Southfield 4283
South Lyon 4288 '
Troy 4284
Walled Lake 4208
West Bloomfield 4281
. R For Wayne county Listings, Press 2
ton 4261
N Garden City 4284 .
ia 4260
Northville 4263
Plymouth 4262
Redford 4265
4264

.953-2020




