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Portraits show forms
: of haunting poetry

igures and Motion” is a haunting, poetic
exhibit by photographer Lisa Spindler at
the O,K. Harris/David Klein Gallery in

' E Birmingham (call 433-3700).

“The display of nude portraits, at 430 N, Wood-

. ward through Aug. 28, pms.ents ﬁu} humen formin ~

. graceful, poses.

* Tho images can be cold and stark or lush, dark or

light, twisted and angled or relaxing and flowing.

Even the realistic photos have an abatract air.
Some photaos feature backgrounds that look like

paper or fabeie. Other shots are cluseups of parts

- of the body. Some tinted works look like old pho.

tos.

Faces are hidden or partly obscured, givinga
universal tone to the works, Scars can be seen in
sume poses.

In one image, a bent leg fills the shot, The phato
looka like an abatract painting of diagonal lines.
Another photo scrutinizes a pair of hands, the fin-
gers gnarled. A reclining man‘s honds are together
asifheis in prayer.

Other images show movement, such as tumbling
or dancing. The figures are blurred or given multi-
ple images.

Art of collecting

An uplifting summer exhibit is at the Janice
Charach Epstein Museum/Gallery in the Jewish
Community Center, 6600 W. Maple in West
Bloomfield (call 661-1000, Ext, 470).

“The Art of Collecting ITI: The Jewlsh Collec-
tor's Experience™ continuea there through Sept. 9.
It features & wide varicty of 20th century art, DIf-
ferent stylcs and moods are illustrated within each
media.

In glass, a vibrantly colorful blown cup by Rob-
ert Levin looks like a strange flower. A green box
by Howard Ben Tre contains a mild glow, appenl-
ing to the imagination in a comparatively less fan-
tastic way. A sabbath scene by Giannt Toso fea-
tures little figures in a cereruony,

In painting, an oll work of a busy atrect scene by
Robert Bermelin makes you feel the push of the
ctowd, Baverly Neumann's “Twentieth Century
“Totem,” ofl on wood, arranges figures of animals
like glant puzzle pleces in a vertical column,

- In print, the viewer can be intrigued by the
dopper fellow ding before a photo back

in “Alex at Cheat Lako" by Alex Katz, or calmed
by the misty woodblock wurk of “Cedar Hill" by
Helon Frankenthaler, with its soft colors ond ver-
tical lines that suggest rain.

- In sculpture, a emooth, flowlng bronzoe figure
touches its toes in “Exercise” by Nomi Faran.
Reuben Karol's “Vacation" is a reclining figure
made out of Jayers of wood, arranged in small
stacks to form the shape of the body.

“Heaven and Music,” a serigraph by Stan Solo-
mon, Is a joyous arrangement of musical instru.
ments, A work by Arman encases paint brushes
and streaks of color in a clear material,

Among the other pleces featured are dimension-
al nerylic and Plexiglas works by Larry Rivera (one
with the Dutch Maaters cigar logo), dramatic
black end white photos by Alfred Stieglitz and
Monte Naglor, and mysterious wood and lead
worka by Loulse Nevelson.

Glass exhibit

The Private Collection Gallery (call 737-4050)
presenta a special type of magic thia month in the
dichrole glags sculpture by Toland Sand,

.- The large works on pedestals are an arrange-
ment of geometrlc shapee, 8 balance of thick and

" thin pieces. Ono looks like part of a machine, Oth-
ors look like futuristic buildings. At first glance
they are clear, plain glass,
* But a8 you move around them, different parts of
tho sp make their ons colorat
a time. Tho hues seem ta dance around thelr crys-
tal containers, A deep pink fills one slde of a cubo,
‘then ducks away and a bluo takes ita place.
*. The gallery is at 6736A Orchard Lake Road in

" West Bloomfield. ;
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Artist

By LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BrecIAL WRREZR

1y schooled in 1 100t

were ostracized because “it shows
thoy use thelr imagination.” The gov-

tic technlques of 19th century France,
Moscow-born artist Luda Tcherniok,
who Immigrated to this country in
1891, paints with an energy and en-
thusiasm exceeded only by her talent.

Last January, in celobration of her
new-found freedom and life In Amerl-
ea, Tchernink opened the Luda Art
Gallery at 103 B Eost Fourth In
downtown Rocheater.

“The most Important thing in any-
body's lfe is to be free," Tchernlak
sald at an interview in the gallery.

‘When she left the Soviet Union, ar-
tistic freedom was nil. Any who devi.
ated from set government standards

Rocking
cheer: Patri-
cia Shaw of

banned ert works, books and
music by artists ranging from Salva.
dor Dali to George Gersl and

“In this life to live you have to be
in love with your business, I love to
play with oils. All I do is paint, paint
and paint. It's not only about tech-
nique but about feeling.”

Pursuing dream

Tcherniak loft Russin where sha
worked as a commercial artist in or
der to pursue her love without restric.
tions after anonymous people vandel-
ized her atudio. She was forbidden by

Louls Armstrong. Tcherniak had to
hide an art book on Dall at the back
of the shelf,

“It was fllegal to have because he
paint hia dreams.”

As you gaze at the dozens of large-
scale canvases touched by the light of
Impressionism on the gallery walls,
Tehemiak's love for creating the
highly textured works seems evident.
The prolific artist with a passion for
pointing scenery and archlitecture
produced thls entire body of work
since arriving two years ago.

the g to take any of her
wark out of the country, but led

celebrates freedom

- Luda Tcherniak is finding freedom of expression with
 life in America, The Moscow-born artist, who immi-

| grated to the United States in 1881, opened her own
gallery in Rochester, She paints impressionistic sce-
nic visions, including Oakland County sites, with an
energy and enthusiasm exceeded only by her talent.

boarding school for the most talented
ort students for 10 years, She then
studied scenlc and costume design at
the Institute of Theatrical Artists for
atota) 16 years,

“Age 6, we went to museum to
study, We copy van Gogh, Matisse
until 16 when we can't copy.”

For 20 years she worked in Moscow
as a project deslgner for theaters,
parks, playgrounds, offices, stores
and restaurants ot the Central Artis-
tic Dculﬁx Bureau, m:d t'ha sunt lHin-

a few of her paintinga on silk in lug-
goge. .
“I brought silks folded up lke

torical P
tural renderinge for restoration of his-
torie Moscow churches. She also

blouse, atole my own

“Took me year to leave country. 1
had summer house, car, apartment
and you never know when thoy come
and destroy. Officials claimed, hooli-
gans throw paint and destroyed, but
they don't steal things just de.
stroyed.”

Tcherntak attended the Moscow
Art School, a selective, competitive-

fgned acenery and for
state theaters of drama, opera and
ballet. All the while she pursued her
principal love, painting.

“In Russia you could have exposi-
tion. You could exhibit your art but
average citizens aren't intercsted in
art. Most people don’t have bread."”

Sce ARTIST, 4D

Personal planter
rocks with art

By MARY KLEMIC
STAFF WRITER

Patricin Shaw of Weat Bloomfield
has n speclal sort of rock garden in
the front of her house.

Nothing would grow in a brick
planter attached to the house. So
Shaw filled the planter with rocks,
rocks and more rocks ~— all bearing
faces, some with hands and arms as
well, that she painted.

Maore than 1,000 handpainted stone
people fill the planter, which mea-
sures obout 4 by 10 feet. This is the
second yeor the rocky residents have
been there,

“It’s the kind of thing, when people
come to the-door it makes them
smile,” Shaw sald. “It's nice."

. Tho rocks are of many different siz-
e and shapes, and have different per-
sonnlities as well, Some have big
amiles, others grit their teeth, Some
look worried, others calmly pensive, A
few have wide open mouths, revealing
another smaller person within, The
natural shape of the rock determined
placement of nose and eyes.

“None of these are people [ know.”

When she started painting the
rocks, Shaw was reminded of the Paul
Simon song, “I Am a Rock.” She got

H ‘it's the kind of thing,
when people come to the
door It makes them
smile.’ .

Patricia Shaw

to thinking: If people think they're

rocka, do rocks think they're people?
“I was painting them because it

was fun, We've planted everything.”

Before the rocks, Shaw had made
crafty creatures out of dried vegeta-
bles — including apples and egg-
shells, gourds and oranges — and

. seashells.

Shaw got some of the rocks from
rock farms. People brought her rocks
as well, some from collections. After
cleaning the atones (once breaking a
sink in the process), she painted
them with acrylic and then coated
them with water sealant.

The project had her looking in cor-
ners and under tables for stones when
visiting fairs and markets,

“Michigan Is full of rocka. They're
everywhere.”

Some of the rock folk were brought
inaide, where they fill a few shelves.
Some were given away as gifts,

“I've learned to draw from doing
them.”

“1 think they’re phenomenal,” said

West Bloom- J. Michael Feeney, an art collector
field (above) and longtime friend of Shaw's who
isn’t one to has one of the rocks on his donk at
cast stones, work. “The artists who have scen (the
' collection) have been knocked out by
but when she it. T think it's absolutely spectacu-
painted faces lar”
on more than Shaw has cast her last planter rock.
She's golng back to the dried vegeta.
1,000 rocks blos
tofilla .
lanter.
pante H ‘The artists who have
soen (the coltection)
have been knocked out
by It. 1 think it's absolute-
ly spectacular.’
J. Michael Feeney
art collector
_Artheat fontures various happenings in the B SHIRTING THE 13SUE

suburban arts world, Send news leads to: Cre-
ative Living, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 E, Msple, Bimingham 480089, or fax them

Debra Clarey of Clinton Township has won the
$200 first prize in the Art 'n Apples Featival T-

by calling 644-1314.
and sup- For information and reviews of musica! per-
tum to the t sec-
tion,
on the W ART AT NEADOW BROOK
C Ajuried fino arts falr, the 17th annual Art at
Meadow Brook, will exhibit ding work I

‘to Creatlve Living, thinis a
. never know — in expressing your opinion you
. -could be introducing acmeone to a subjoct they

hadn't pald much attentlon to before now.

.. Maybe you're someone who likea to visit muse-
. ums and galleries, Maybe you belong to an arts
group, or are an artiat, a student oz a teacher.
Maybo you value libraries and theaters.
. The length of the column Is two typed pages,

Soo GALLERIES, 4D

- ‘double apaced. What topic? That's up to you. Ex- ,‘ )

n
'a variety of media by more than 100 artists at the
historic Meadow Brook maneion in a Jovely gar-

+ den setting In Rocheater 10 a.m. to § p.m. Satur-

- day-Sunday, Aug. 21-22. Refreshmenta and tours

of the mansion will be featured. The event {a pre-
H sented by members of the Creative Arts Council,
a professionnl artist organization founded at
| Oaklend Univorsity 21 years ego. Admlasion and

75 to the OU exit, drive to the unlversity en.
i trance and follow the signs to Meadow Brook

"} Hall. Call 8705240, Sy

{ parking are froe, To reach Meadow Brook, take I-

H SONGS OF MY PEOPLY

In support of “Songs of My Peaple,” a book
and teaveling exhibit telling the atory of black
contemporary life as soon by 46 African-Amerl-

- can photographers, Jacobson's will sell the book

in all of its metro Detroit stores with 100 percent
of the procesds going to the Detroit Institute of
Arts Frienda of African and African-American
Art, The group will use the money for art acqui-

. sitlons and educational programa at the muse-

uwm,. . e
‘Tha book costs $24,95 and is availableat
Jacobson'a stores in Birmingham, Rochoster

Livonia and others. The cxhibit s on displayat. ",
. the DIA through August. .
WONTHRAIR. ~ .. - .. -~ L
- Maty Falvey Fullor, former president of Falvey
Motors of Troy, s the gueat hoat 9-10 p.m. today

on "Guess Who's Playing the Clasalcs
WQRS-FM 105, -~ :

. of Rochester Hills; Poter Hackett, Laura John-

* Pago, Jennifer Trescone and Stowart Wickman
-- of Rocheater; Inge-Lise Bay MacFarlane an

*+. The festival ls the major fund-raiser for the

shirt Contest sponsored by Rochester’s Paint
Creek Center for the Arta.

A panel of eight judges selected Clarey's design
from 196 entries submitted by individuals repre-
senting 27 Michigan communities.

Kevin Sanders of Rochestor Hills was awarded

honorable mention and & scholarship to a PCCA
summor art class,

Runners-up in the contest lndudia Chiruko
Donovan, Kristinn Schmidt and Erin Shannon

ston, Marlanna May, William Mikeach, Tiffany

d
Elizabeth Mack of Southfield; and Sandra Shelly

of Farmington. ! .

non-profit PCCA, which provides art classes,
Yibitlona an ity pro-

grama year-round. *
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