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. Buicide might eam Oakland
-County prominence in the annals
of : psychiatry — and Dr. Jack
;{BVOIHM\ hasa nothing to do with

Wo univeraitica are negotiat-
with county officlals about co-
 operative,” long-term studies on
.peaple who take their own livea
.and:some of the effecta of thelr ac-

ons, .

-1+ Sulcides extract a severe “eco-
nomic and paychological toll,”
said Dr. Ljubisa J, Dragovic, Onk.

‘lond County's chief medical ex-
aminer who has been negotinting
with the Uni ch

' ounty may

Suicide study

and the University of [llinois,
The proposed studies would
focus on factors such as the phys-
fological conditions contributing
to suicide as well aa the psycho.
logical conditlon of the people
who take their awn lives, sald
Dragovic whose department han-
dles &n average of 126 sulcides

annually.
“. Onkland will not have to com-
* mit extra tax dollars for the pro.
-posed studies, Dragovic said. But
* reaulting information could sig-
nificantly contribute to medical
science.
“The information we derive
dould lead to better intervention
. and prevention,” said Dr.
* Pandey, profeasor of pharmacolo-
gy at the University of Illinois,
.#ho hopes to delve into adoles-
cent suicldes.

Need county’s 0K
.- Both proposed studies have
been presented to some county
commisajoners and Oakland men-
" tal health officials, Decisions are
pending.
" Goal: more data
. Tho goal of the studies is to
_ provide more analytical data
about suicide cases, according to
Dr. Stanley J. Wataon, associate
director of the Mental Health Re-
search Institute at the University
of Michigan,
Despite the fact that thousands
. of people take their own lives ove.
ty year, medlcal sclence knowa
_ relatively little about the physical
:&n;ncwﬂme: of the brain, he

people 21 or younger, snid Dr.
Pandey.

Research on that age group may
be particularly helpful, he sald,
because younger people nre less
likely to hove had long-term
health problems requiring medie
cation. The absence of medication
may give reum;chgr{ a better in.

with universities

“I cauldn’t in good conscienco
study tho suicido cases of Dr.
Kevorkian," sald Watson, “That's
not e statement on {the legitima-
cydar illegitimacy) of assisted sui-
cide”

But many 'ot Kevorkian's cli-
ents had serious physical prob-
lems and had taken nedication

sight into the ical condl.
tions.

Oakland County was selected
for scholarly studies on suicide
for a varlcty of reasons, according
to Dragovic and Watson,

Dr. Kevorkian — the Royal
Oak pathologiat, sometimes
called “Doctor Death,” who has
become the champlon of physl-

! Iated suicide — 18 not one

Dr. Ljublea J. Drag
county medical examiner

“We want to look at tissue to
determine the condition of the
brain and the physlological fac-
tors that might have contributed
to the deciaion to take their own
lives,” sald Watson, who s also o
professor of peychology.

The victim's next of kin, of
course, would be consulted prior
to ony tests belng conducted. If
the family didn’t consent, no teats
would occur.

Assuming family members do
ngree, Watson soid interviews
would be conducted to help deter-
mine the psychological state of
the victim. “We'd like to know
things like whether he or she was
despondent or on medication.”

Families t!\nt' ceo;')ernw may get

of them,
Kevorkian, no factor -

“Kevorkian is not a factor,”
sald Dragovic who was a prosccu-
tion at least one of the prelimi-
nary examinations when Kevorki-
an was charged with murder. All
of those charges were dismissed
when separate judges ruled there
was no law against assisted sui-
ctde in Michigan. Since that time,
a law ngainst assisted suicide has
been passed and is in the process
of appesl.

Dragovic said it's pure coincl.
dence that Oakland, where Kevor-
kion admittedly participated in
several of his 17 assisted suicides,

d site of i

ho sald.

Oakland woe selected as the
proposed site of their reapective
studles on sulcido for a number of
positive and medically significant
reasons, sald the physicians.

Foremost, they said, is the com.
petence and professional reputa.
tions of Dragovic, his associntes
and other medical personnel in-
volved, including Dr. .
Veluswamy, director of psychin-
tric services within the Communi-
ty Mental Henlth Department
and his stafl,

“You can't do this kind of re-
search with any medical examin-
er,” snid Pandey. “It requires ex-
tlrem'a competence and coopera-
tion."”

Not only are Oskland’s medical
personnel competent, asid Wat-
son. “But they're very research
oriented.

Oakland’s diverse demographic
makeup {5 another reason the
county is & good location for the
studies, snld Watson."Oakland
hes a wide range of ethnic and so-

jological groups, It's a very di-

s the
medical study on the topie,

verse community.”

some that
data obtained after the death of &
Joved ane contributed to medical
science and a better understand-
ing of suicide, ho sald,

Watson said it's difficult to as-
gess a dollar amount to the
project. “We've been working on
this for some time, so we've al-
ready invested some resources. If
we started from scratch, however,
it would easily cost $1 million.”

Study young victims
The value of information de-
d in

AR AN

rived could not be
dollars, “Any sulcide is a trage.
dy,” Waston said. “But the sui-
cide of an 5doleucent is particu.

* larly tragic.

Shedding ight: In 1984, prior to Dr. Ljubisa Dragovic’s
intment as Oakland’s medi
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| examiner, one man

O gl oty of llinols study _ despondent over poor health tool: his life with a model

would focus on suleide. among
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Change the Direction
Of Your Life This Fall
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DAKLAND
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

« Five Convenient Campus Sites

* Affordable Tuition, No Application Fee
* 3,000 Classes from which to Choose this Fall
« Small Classes, a Faculty that Specializes in Teaching.
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« University Transfer Programs in the Liberal Ars, Science and Business
« More than 100 Certificate and Career Programs in High-Demand Professions

ial Aid Services at each Campus

.

Final Walk-In Registration 9 a.m. - 8pm.
Monday, August 30 through Wednesday, September 1

There is NO Late Registration

Classes begin Thursday, September 2

Registration Sites:” Auburn Hills, Highland Lakes, Orchard Ridge & Royal Oak Campuses
Note: Registration is by last name, alphabgtical sequence ; :
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+f  Special for Seniors: Starting this fall Michigan
2 are eligible for a 20 percent tuition disco
Senior Citizen Tuition Discount Verification
prior 1o registering. The discount

unt on OCC credit cl Appli
Form with proof of birth dat
does not apply fo registration or other course feés.

residents who are 60 )}ears of agé on or befare September
15 must
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' For more information call OCC AdIISSIONS cvisesseneri540-1549
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One Way Based On Round Trip

Ifyou're planning a trip overseas, Delta Air
Lines can save you money, and something equally
as precious, Time, Up to two hours to be exact.

Our exclusive nonstop service allows you to
avoid wasting time with connections in Boston, or
any other east coast airport for that matter.

So fly Delta to London. Nonstop. And save
more of the two things none of us ever seemto
have enough of.

For information and reservations call your
“Travel Agent: Or call Delta at 1-800-241-4141.




