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Folk art crafters

“delight collectors

olk art collectors tend to be savvy shoppers,

‘They must exhibit an uncanny knack for

being the firet with the hotédea, the first to
4 and undervalued.

Savings
before
the bell

u If the malls and mainstreets
seem more crowded than usual
these days it’s because school
starts in two weeks, While
some are taking advantage of
the final summer clearance
prices, most are grabbing up
jeans, jackets and backpacks,

By SusAaN DEMAGGIO
BTAYF WRITER

all you back to school

discover the it

Of course there's more to collecting than mercly
amassing a largo number of reasonably priced
items. True collectora only buy pieces that have
meaning to them, They look for handcrafted

.|. quality, e sense of history and a personal

connection. They fall in love first and worry about
-the financial valug later, Often, the best pieces

‘|- find them.

Kathy Bricker of Backdoor Gallery in
Farmington defines folk art as something that is
handerafted and passed down from generation to

- genaration. “It could havo a functional use in
addition to its art form,” she says, With this in

| mind, she and her partner Kath Lothers opened a

gallery of contemporary doll art. Thoy exhibit non-
traditional doll creations, each expressing a
unique personality. The artists use fiber, wood,
carth, metals and found objects to ceaft these
extraordinary sculptures.

Personality plus

Lathers grew up in a small town and learned to
sew at her grandmother's knee while the older
woman spun memorable tales. Today, she imog-

-{nes her own stories and cxpresses them through
the dolls she makes, "I alwaya leave room for the
owner to personalize the doli,” sho says, explain-
ing tho simplicity of her storylines.Pictured Is

“D " she
sweeps away  broken
dreams to mako reom for
new oncs. Lathers’ dolls
are olf-like beings draped
in exquisite fabrica, “They
are crafted from the soul,”
she says, “very internal
pieces.”

Carol Stygles of Jacke
son creates mythological
figures, mostly goddesses
woven of unusual, beauti-
ful fibers. Grace Forrost's
essential beings feature plaster guaze-heads and
hands, and each comes with a story. “They'te
wisps of a splrit,” says Bricker,

California artist Olga Clnnamon’s dol!s are de-
signed so that every person secs something differ-

nt in each one. They are richly embellished with
beads, exemplifying the fact that we are oll made
of different colors and texturea.

Bonnlo Penet of Ypailanti uses twigs, bones,
shells, feathers and other found objects to create
her papier mache *Black Madonne.”

. Legendary heras

The work of Wendy Ellertson “insplres family
legonds,” says Bricker, Her dolls are intricate, fan-
tastical beings. And Marion Drougalls of Ypsi-
lanti combines paper clay faces with painted fab-
rics to craft imaginative, legendary Native Ameri.
- can figures, “A Light Heart" symbolizes the
. anclent adage that *to get to heaven, one’s heart
must be da light as a feather.”

r “We're really creating a new form of folk art,”
rensons Lathers, “It’a the story aapect of our plec-
- es that is so important to retain.”

Visit this new and enchanting gallery at 37220
Eight Milo Roed, Open Thuraday and Friday, 11
a.m. to 3 pam, and Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Santa Fe is a mecca for
folk art collectors and we
can onjoy some of the best
of tho west at Mesa Arta
Gallery, 32800 Franklin
Road in Franklin. Folk
artlst Mark Kluck iotri-
cately carves Stoux warrl.
ors on horsoback, completo
with authentic tribal con-

- stumes ($2750}, The gal-
lery also featurea his

($385) and a wonderful
Noah's Ark inhabited by giraffes, bunnies, arma-
. |(:lillo- ~and elophants, among other creaturea

$600).

Maria Cash carves colorful Hispanic roligious
figures, “Harvest Lady”, dressed in & fostive
painted skirt, carrics a basket of dried Nowors
($925), Tho urban fetlshes, worked In clay, of

- sculpture artist Allce Soely, depict Good Woath-
Jer, Fertility and a Water Carrier, all in gorgoous
Southwest colors, She also creates a collection of

manks.

Follow your heart to the folk art collectible of
your cholee, : .
Linda Bachrack is a Birmingham resident. You
can leave her column ideas at 853-2047, mailbox
1889, or fox them to her at 644-1314.

shoppers! Tho lesson for the day is:
The ABC's of smart shopping this
fall, Pay attention. You may be tested
soon at a shopping center near you!

A is for Attractions. To get you to
shop at their place this month, atores
are offering prize drawings (an Apple
computer system from Talbot's Kids,
a 1956 T-Bird Convertible from
Dockers at Hudson's), frequent buyer
discounts (Sears gives you 15 percent
off anything purchased above $100),
Two-for-a-Break sales (the second
jtem comes $2 to $5 off the regular

‘The Limited have sh

DId we get everything?: Sharon Rho
with some of her children and their

Jis RIDER/STAIY PHOTOGRAPHER

des of Berkley takes inventory after back-to-school shopping
friends at the Oakland Mall in Troy.

St. John knits a pattern for success

By SusAN DEMAGGIO

price, just shout everywhere), and BrATF WRITER
discount coupons {(Clotheatime and Wear a besutiful knit suit and the
coupons ion is bly asked, “Is it a
for 16-20 percent off regular prices.) St. John?"
Bergaine. Realizing that The for

B is for
the indulgent 1980s are over, retailers
have not ratsed prices, but cut them,
The tags on athletic shoes, jeans, un-
derclathes, socks and sweats are the
samo as Jast year — if not lower in
gome cases. Consider that turt-
lenecks, a ataple In everyone's fall
wardrobe, have been spotted at $10,
reduced from last year's $12 to $16
tags. The hottest selling gym shoes
this year, according to the experts at
the Kids Footlocker, ars LA Lights
and Fila Bightops. You can pick up
the Lights for $50, not quite the
heart-stopping $100 price tag worn by
the must-have shoes for boys In
year's past.

C is for Convenience. If it's not
easy — it's not worth it. Parents in-
terviewed while shopping for back to
school bargains agrecd that conven.
fence counts. Some use catalogs once
a year to order the basica like socks,
underclothes and pajamas, and shop
just for shoes and ready-to-wear.

Most people said they shop neli:r

ivertising the

classic quality comes to
j the southern California
women's clothing firm
for 30 years of design-
ing and manufacturing
luxurious knitwear. If
imitation is the sin-
cerest form of flattery,
St. John should be
blushing. Ita “look” has been copled
many times. Marie (St. John) Gray,
the company’s co-founder and chief
designer, flew to Troy recently to in-
troduce the fall line ot Neiman

Gray

50 you know it's right.”
St. John's d k

il

tional, multi-million dnlltnhr company

8

bles. Many pieces come with detach-
able collars, cuffs and scarves that
take women from the boardroom to
the bistro after & quick trip to the
pawder room to remove a silk collar or
white, French cuffs.

Gold buttons and chains and often
used to accent fhe crayon-bright
“Santana” knit pieces created from
an 80-percent wool, 20-percent rayon
mix. Inspiration is drawn from St.
John's appreciation of Coco Chanel’s
work.

“Faghion comes from the different
proportioning of the lengths of jackets
and skirts senson to scason,” Gray
said. “This season, longer jackets are
strong teamed vﬁth various length

Marcus at The S C
St. John clothing is also sold at
Jacobson's and Saks Fifth Avenue. “I
think St. John is 8 haven for women
who want clothing that is feshionable
and forever,” she said.

*“St, John is investment clothing to
many who buy a piece or two every
season, Qur customers are definitely
women on the go who would rather
focus on what they're doing than how
their clothes look. St. John is worry-

their home at stores
lowest prices for jeans, sweats and
topa, Department stores ars preforred
for special occasion clothing and
outerwesr. Shoe stores get their shoe
busineas.

“Back to school shopping ien't
what 1t used to be,” concluded Kim
Ellis, marketing dircctor at Wonder-
land Mall in Livonia, “Mums don’t
outfit their kids head-to-toa during
ono big shopping trip anymare. They
just buy for the season. Plua they
shop later and later into the summer.
And they watch for sales,”

Barb McLyon of Royal Oak, shop-
ping with sons Ian, 10, and Ross, 9, at
Penney’s in the Oakland Mall,

a X

“We watch for sales then load up
on pants and shirts,” ahe explained.
“My boys aren't too fussy about name

See KIDS STUFF, 12A

free It's totally dinated
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“Oh my gosh! These prices are so
low,” sald Julic Bogue of Livonia af-
ter stumbling upon The Gap Ware.
Forje at Tel-Twelve Mall in South.
ield.

] wandored in here because the
sign sald Super Gap. I didn't know
they bad children’s clothes in tho
back of the store. I can get my 3-year-
old son thres outfits for the same
price as ono at The Gap for Kids in
Twelve Oaks Mall.”

That pretty much aums up the plan
behind the Gap Warehouses, which

skirts or s
Gray spid St. John's navy and
black colors never change in hue, so*

with 1,826 employees — the result of
a slngle dress Marie St. John knit by
hand 30 years ago after promising her
fiance she would try to save some
money, The company was incorporat-
ed the same month she married Bob
Gray, who is the chief executive offi-
cer. St. John knits went public in
March of this year,

“At the time I was working as a
model on the ‘Queen for & Day Show,’
she recalled. “And I tried to knit a
copy of this very expensive knit dreas
that I fell in love with, A friend Im-
mediately wanted to buy it from me. [
made a few more. When 1 began to get
orders from retail stores, I purchased
a knitting machine that was offered
as a prize on the show.”

The rest is retall history, as they
:]ay. The Grays' daughter, Kelly, is
50

pieces from pi col-
Tections can bo paired with new piee-
es for a perfect match. The knits trav-
el well going from suitcase to special
event with just a shake or two, no
ironing required. Garments are priced
botween $500 and $600. More elabo-
rato evening-wear ensembles are over

$1,000.
St. John has become an interna-

opened Jast month in a few of the
Gap's 1,344 stores across the natlon.

There are two Gap Warchouses in
metro Detroit — at Tel-Twelve Mall
in Southfield and Nine Mile and
Woodward in Ferndale.

According to Gop officials, the Gap
Warehouses were opened to reach
customera who couldn’t pay regular
Gap prices, but loved Gap mer-
chandise. The Warehouse Gapa are
stocked with a new line of Gap mer-
chandise that is manufactured with a
different quality of fabric and stitch-
ing. The Gap style remains the same.

Gap Warehouses stock apparel for
men, women, children and teens, in-

d at St. John as creative
directar,

Gray was bomn in Belgrade, Yugo-
slavia, and educated in Austria before
moving to the United States. She
speaks English, German end Croa-
tian. She ia committed to several chil-
dren’s charities,

Seo ST.JOHN, 124

Tel-Twelve gets a Gap Warehouse

cluding socks, book bags, hats and
other accessories. The clothing is
made from denim, khakis and sweats
in bold colors and traditional blues.
Bogue ended up buying six swest

- shirta and running pants for her son,

some shirts with hoods, some with-
out, all interchangeable in the same
color theme.

“These pants are $12 compared to
the Gap For Kids running pants at
$24, and theso sweat shirts are $16
com| to the $36 T usually pay.

"] can't see a difference In quality,
and I'm a long.time Gap customer.
This Warehouss Gap ia a great idea.”
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. Local chikdren modal back.to-school clothes. 2 and 7
FREE WRAPPING .ADDED ATTRAC TIONS B o st oo Aai
Any ltem purchased ot Faidane. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.at T — e ‘WRB“'? by American Heart Assa-
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20d paper. 566-2800. S224100.
Fairiane Town Conter.
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Stage & Co. Restaurant wil host Informal modeling
mu K2, 7 p.m. Monday-Friday, 11 mm'?mmmmtmnu%hhmh&: s smany. ’
" lermakd,” 7 p.m. - . . . Chi Lt
am., 1 and 3p.m, Saturcay, § and 3p.m. Sunday. c0's stors this day, 89 p.m. Centor Court., Advance tickets $245 per pef-
Frea to shoppers. Puppet theater located neat main The Boardwatk. Orchard Lake/south of Maple. son, concert by Livonia Or-
entrance. N mmmmwmwwn-
oadowrook Vilage Adoms/Wakon." L ) Singer Nanc, "
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CONTESY ; " ’ Totin, stwotk. vl OO0t 0
AL : . sy
Entry blanks ks center court. Through Sept. 6. Grand CALEBRITY MOA AUCTION phofty pl by Seweler Jack Dermire
prize: Dissioy World vacation for two, Second gand © Hundrods of sports, television, pottica and musical - Jian, Ex.Piston ster Vineie Jotson wil groet guests.
e B i R
totaling $160 of more Wit receive signature mell cof- A PR
mmmmw‘“w‘uwm“ Jont auction bids, Ssnices and merchandisa donsted l?ldl [
Redsemabla ot managemant office. businesses als0 for auction, Auction begins B, Cool Bookworm" reads and raps about a good -
 Park SleM: at 10a.m. Categories chango every twa Hot aducation and love of reading. Performances st 1, 2, ..
462.1100, - dogs and refreshments for sale to benefit MDA. Local 3and4pm, - - S . N
. enteriainers pecform. Event oxpected to last through g
THURSDAY, AUG. 26 + Livonia Mak. Seven Mie/Middiedor:, o
—_— .1 4781165
s with Cryatal ssiections, 8- p.m, Hudson's O s eeiotn and rerie sk
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27, 8t Cakiand Mall store, 1-3 p.m, Saturday, Aug. - Westiand Mak. Wayne/Wormen.
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