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A boy who's
troublad
obout his fu-
ture — a mon
who's haunt-

. d cd by his past
— togethor thoy build a friend-
ship that has healing powor for
both of them.
* Me! Gibson stars and makes
his directing debut with “The
Man Without a Face,” a drama
nbout overcoming loneliness,
learning to become an adult
and remembering a special
summer wh'eex understanding,
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tudo his tragic past and disfig-
urement have forced upon him.

Twelve.year-old Chuck Nor-
stadt (Nick Stahl) is olso an
outaider — to his own family.
Living with his superficlal, flir-
tatious mother (who ia about to
latch onto husband number
five) and two resentful half-sie-
ters, Chuck has only cloudy
memories of his father who
dicd whon Chuck was o tod-

and dler. His lon over his fa-
ment tranaformed two lives. ther’s departure and his feeling
To the people of C: 1, of being 1 in his own

Maine, Justin McLeod (Gib-
son) has been an outslder since
the day he armived in their
peaceful coastal village. For the
Jast seven years, his scarred
face and the mystery surround-
ing his poet have made him the
object of rumor and scorn.
‘Whispercd snatches of a tale
involving o_terrible car acci.
dent, a fatally injured student
and a brilliant teaching carcer
cut short follow McLeod all
over town. Surrounded by his
books and paintings, he has
Jearned to live with the soli-

family have made Chuck a de-
fensive and distant kid on the
outside — and a desperately
unhappy one on the inside.

Determined to find a place
in the world that doesn't put
him in competition with his
sisters, Chuck is resolved to
gpend his summer in
Cranesport studying for an en-
trance cxam to the boarding
school his father attended.
But, having foiled the exami.
nation once, he realizes he
needs help ond turns to
McLeod for tutoring.

As their summer unfolds,
both McLeod.and Chuck dis-
cover more than either had
hoped for — their friendship,
which begins ne a clashing of
horns, grows into a genunine
sharing of ideas and thoughts,
enriching both and providing
each with a crucial perapective
on his life, Chuck discovers hia
own intclligence, confidence
and tolerance and McLeod
rediscovers the abllity to relate
to another human being and
the joy and excitement of
teaching.

But the townspeople of
Crancsport, accustomed to
concocting and believing their
own outrageous speculation
about McLeod, learn he is tu.
toring Chuck and become dis-
trustful of the men they fear
and cannot understand.
Chuck’s mother, who has spent
years ignoring her son’s need
for attention, suddenly be-
comes a strident accuser, de.
manding that McLeod stay
away from her son.

Chuck is horrified and
MeLeed 18 furous, but hyster-
in sweepa the small Main town
and, before Chuck knows it, his
summer of friendehip and

learning has been painted in
much darker shades. Chuck
*must say goodbye to his men-
tor forever, but not beforo
being propared to pass the en-
trance exam to his father's
alma mater and beginning his
own trek to edulthood.

And McLeod, “the man
without a face,” hns learned to
make peace with his paat, to
viow with compassion the fear
that people have of what they
can't comprehend, and to re-
gard with new appreciation the
invigoration that friendship
has once more brought into his

o,

“The Man Without & Face,”
relensed by Warner Bros, is
based on thoe novel by Isabelle
Holland, and produced by
Bruce Davey. It is rated PG
(Seme material may not be
suitable for pro-teenagers).

“The Man Without a Face”
opened Wednesdoy and is
showing at these suburban
movie theaters: AMC Old Orc-
hard, AMC Laurel Pork, Gen-
eral Cinema Novi, Showcase
Auburn Hills, Showcase West-
land, Star Rocheater, United
Artists Ockland.

JORL WARKEN
Family drama: Chuck Norstadt (Nick Stahl) learns a
lesson from the reclusive Justin McLeod (Mel Gibson)

in Warner Bros.’ heartwarming film about friendship,
“The Man Without A Face.”

Laughs and thrills underscore
‘Manhattan Murder Mystery’

Not only is
‘““Manhattan
Murder Mys-
tery” the funni-
eat movie Woody
Allon has pro-
duced in several
years, but as a
p cleverly plotted

1 spoof of the mys-
MONAGHAN  tery genre, it de-
tivers more than

a few genuine thrills,

Woody reunites with former
leading lady Diane Keaton and,
for the first few minutes, you
might think you're watching Mia
Farrow, who the part was original-
Jy written for. Her question, “Do
you still find me attractive?”

- posed to Allen’s typically neurotic
book editor was spoken verbatim
by Farrow in “Husbands and
Wives.”

Soon, Keaton and the movie
take on a lfe of thelr own. You
remember how funny she truly is,
how uninspired her parts have
been since breaking off her profes-
sional relationship with Allen af-
ter “Annle Hall" in 1977 and
what a perfect match they moke
on-screen.

She plays Carol, an aspiring
restaurateur who believes that
Paul (Jerry Adler), a mild-
mannered neighbor down the hall,
has offed his wife. Unable to get
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“MANUATTAH HURDER
HYSTERY"

Releasod by: TriStar Picturcs

Starring: Woody Allen, Diane

Keaton, Alan Alda, Anjelica

Huston

Dlracted by: Woody Allen

Producad by: Robert Greenhut
.Scresnplay by: Woody Allen and
-\ Marshall Brickman .
Running time: One hour, eight

minutes

Rated: PG (Some material may
not be suitable for pre-teenagers)
Rating {out of a possible four)
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doubting husband Larry to join in
the sleuthing, she turns instead
LAo playwright friend Ted (Alan

1da),

Stowly cluee fall into place. The
officin] cause of death Is heart at-
tack though the woman wasn't on
any restricted diet. Carol discov-
ers the wife's urn in Paul's kitch-
en cupboard, which contradicts
statements about . side-by-side
cemetery plots. Does leaving his
apartment late at night mean that
he's having a rendezvous with a
younger woman?

This “Rear Window" twist (co-
scripted by Allen and “Annle
Hall's" Marshall Brickman)
keepes you guessing whether the
man's erimes are genuine or just
the figment of an overactive imag-
ination. You can't help but think
of the Hitchcock film when Carol

hes the man's
while he's on his way up the ele-

vator,

While Ted and Carol flirt with
mystery and romance, Larry wor-
ries that his wife has grown psy-
chotie. “Nothing that Prozac and
a large polo mallet can't cure,” he
says only half-kidding.

Larry, meanwhile, finds himself
attracted to a successful novelist
(a wonderful bit by Anjelica Hus-
ton) who teaches him how to bluff
in poker. She’s smart, manipula-
tive, strong-willed and after Lar-
ry. As in many of Allen's films,
gsomo of the most inati

level of the action. Perhaps ss a

response to personal troubles that
could fill several movie dramas,
he keeps the action especially
lively and upbeat.

Surprisingly, unlike his moody,
German-inspired “Shadows and
Fog," Allen doesn’t try to mimic
the shadowy black-and.white via-
ual style of the old mysteries. He
does, however, offer clips from
“Double Indemnity” and “The
Lady From Shanghai.”

One question remains
unanswered long after the who-

. dunnit in “Manhattan Murder

Mystery” Is solved: Will Allen
ever run out of movics to pay trib-
ute to?

“Manhattan Murder Mystery”
iz now showing at these suburban
movie theaters: AMC Maple, AMC
Waods, Showcase Pontiac and
Star Jahn R,

To leave a message for John

Murder
mystery: Di-
ane Keaton
(left) and
Woody Allen,
in a scene
from “Man-
hattan Mur-

Monaghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a Touch-
Tone phone, fax him a note at
591-7279, or write him in care of
Entertainment, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36261 School-
craft, Livonia 48150.

Every Day « Every Show » Every Seat
Starting August 277

OMC.THEATRES PRESENT|
“THE RIGHT PRICE”

ame, HAMPTON 4 Roches{gzr'glélg
amc. TOWNE 4 Oak Park

LQMC, WESTBORN 2 Dearborn

966-5174
2749133

characters appear only in
glimpses.

Allen again uses a handheld
camera and & soundtrack of vin.
tage jazz, including Benny Good-
man'as Camegie Hall concert,
whero the red-hot climax of “Sing,
Sing, Sing (With a Swing)" regis-
ters a couple of notchea above the

If yoube scen @ new movie
lately, either good or bad, we
want to hear from you. .

Call Keely Wygonik, Enter-
tainment editor, 963-21065,
to comment on newly released
moviea. If you reach her voice
mail, leave your comments,
name, city and doy-time phone

591-7279. Or write: Entertain-

ment Editor, Observer &

Eccentric Newspapers, 36251

Schooleraft, Livonic, MI 48150.
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