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* Ticta Mahler has joined the
mum products account group
Southfield-based
GMEOKHEB Advertlaing as a
“viee president, manngement
supervisor on the Hush Pup.
ptes Company account.

Alex F, Ivaniklw, AIA, Ar.
gos vice president, was pro-
moted to general manager-
. ‘chief opemﬁns officer and also
" dppointed to serve on the
Argus Group Board of direc-
tors.

Bridgitti Knox has been
named Guest Services Mana-
ger at the Radisson Plaza Ho-
tel at Town Center in South-
field. Knox has more than 10
years of hotel/hospltality ser-
vice experience to her eredlt.

Joffroy Lipshaw has been
‘appointed vice president and
general counsel for AlliedSig-

“"nal Automotive. Lipshaw will
.plan and direet legal affinrs for
; AlliedSignal Automotive’s
. worldwide operatations and
- will serve on the Automotive
. Leadership Comittes.

Lipshaw

... To submit materials to this column, please send
a brief biogrophical summary along with a black-
and-white photo, if possible, to: Business Editor,
Observer & Eccentric Nawupapcw, 36251 School-
-craft, Livonia 48160, There i no charge.

Better get plans in order now
to meet rising education costs

By DANIEL BoYCE

Barges simplify hazardous transport

® Barge Transport has solveda
very expensive problem for
many companies that have to
transport hazardous materials
and oversized loads across the
Detroit River to Windsor.

BYDoUG FUNKE
STAYY WAITER

Distance and time
cost money in the
trucking industry,

So herc's the di-
lemma,

Owners of the Am-
bnanndur Brldge won't allow poten-
tially flammable or dangerous materl-
al across its span. Federal law prohi-
bits those kinds of loads in tunnels.

Truckera houling products classi-
fied as hazardous in the manufactur-
ing procees can elther go between De-
troit and Windsor via the Blue Water
Bridge ot Port Huron, a distance of
more than 150 miles.

Or they can take a 15 minute ride
on a barge across the Detroit River,

Companies like Atlas OQil Co. in
Southfield, Ziebart Products Group
in Redford and Pillsbury Food Co. In
Farmington Hills utilize the scrvices
of Barge Transport owned by the fa-
ther-and-aon team of John and Gregg
Wa

“Once we get them out here uud
they can use it, there's no

The barge: The quickest, Ieast expensive route for a truck carrying hazardous material or an

oversized load to cross between Detroit and Windsor is by barge.

and bus!

land dredgi mokes five

their mind what's slmpler and cheup-
er,” Gregg said.

Slashing the red tape

John, with a background in chemi-
cal engincering, firat thought of es-
tablishing a barge service in July of
1986,

“Fellows were complaining it took
five or six hours to drive from Detroit
to Windsor,"” he said. “That basically
substantiated the need for a ferry to
got ncrosa the river.”

“We had to deal with 27 govern-
mental agencies in the U.S. end Can-
ada,” said Gregg, who has degrees in

“That's local, county, provincial, fed-

eral, stato and city. We had to deal ,

wlth everybody.”
The service was launched in May,

1990,

“We've had 10,000 trips and not
even o hint of an accident,” Gregg
sald, "Thla 1e nothing very high tech
that we're dnlng. It's known. We're on
an inland river. It's less than a mile
wide. We'ro doing something very ba-
sic, very safe.”

Profits to come

The bargo, 156 feet long, 50 feet
wide, purchased used from a Cleve-

trips to Windsor and five trips back
to Detroit weekdays all year around,
It can accommodate up to six trac.
tor trailers. The fare is $50-$100 each
way for hazardous loads, $1,000 for
oversized or overweight loads, Ap-
pointments are recommended, but
spectol arrangements can be made.

John recalled the time that a
Chrysler shipmeént of airhag modules
from an out-of-state supplier made it
to Windsor by barge by 9:30 p.m. only
@ half hour before the plant would
have shut down due to lack of parts.

The Wards own the barge, rent
dock space in Detroit and Windsor

and contract for a tug that pushes the
arge.

“Cuplbul coata are the biggest ex-
penses,” Gregg said. “The barge cost
a few hundred thousand, then we
spent a lot of money on ramps, con-
taining syatems, railings.”

Private investors provided most of
the start-up costs, he added.

Personnel is the next biggest ex-
pense. Barge Transport employs sev-
en, Canadiane and Americens, alike,
Insurance is third largest item on the
expense list.

The business hasn't yet tumed o
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Most of us want our children to
be better prepared to faco the fu-
ture than wo were, A good educa-
“tion can certalnly help.

The couple featured this
munth..lohn ond Karyn Shawmut
of Livonis, have similar aspira-
tions for their children. But in
these uncertain economic times
with rising educational costs, ac-
‘eomplishing that gosl becomes
much more difficult and requires
much more planning.

John, 46, manoges an offico
Aupply storo and brings in $52,000

T YORT, , 36, ia currently at
‘homo with thelr sons, ages 3 and
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‘1. John and Karyn have mmund
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Education savings ‘Wa suggest they track their ac-  quired monthly savings will bo far when the Blue Care Taur do 1 comes to Birmingham.
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m est college savings program  months, Then they ave a

“for their children in the form of good idea where thoy spend their Retirement planning Amateurs wishing to competa can register at most bike shops or one-half hour

‘Unlform _Gifts to Minors Ac-
‘counta. Thoy would like to send
‘thelr boys to & modestly priced
-private school when they reach el-
amunury achool age.

~The Shawmuta’ roasonable
‘debt situation is o strength, They
-only have one car loan and a
‘home mortgage and thers are no
‘outatanding credit card dobts.
Wil.l;di!ohnt income u::d n: olxé
-traordinary expenses, they shoul
have income to be able to make
somo chofces,
~But they are not saving much of
thelr income, Thia tolls ua that
thoy are porhaps not watching

“their other expenditurcs aa closely.
u thay might. This lnblbituhem .

monoy. This will also show them
what might be cut out to afford
the education coats,

$52,000 income should allow *

them to meet both theie long-term
and thelr most important ahort-
term goals, They should sst up an
automatic investment plan and
then try to live on the remalnder

of the take-home pay.
Another option would be for
to return to work when the

. kids enter achool. The additional

income could be carmarked for
educatlon or retirement. Of
course, there is a. trade-off be-
tween tho additlonal money and
the time spent with the kids.

If they have tracked their ex-

%

Because John is not eligible for
a company pension, and use
the future of Social Security bene-
fita {s uncertain, the Shawmuts
will have to depend primarily on
their own savings for retirement

security.

As wo have eaid In past articles,
thelr alngle best retirement sav-
ings plan is the 401(K) plan
through John's employer. It [a
simple to une, tax doductible and
can be rolled over into an IRA ac-
c?unt if li!:l!:n e:er In:::‘; bi‘n’ om-
ployer. oy ke tabs on .
their expeneses, Jogn wili find that
ho may be able to put away'more
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Spectator admisslion Is free
Bring the family and catch the, funt’

Grand finale broadcast live from Blnnlngham, Michigan
on WDIV-TV4, Sunday, August 29, 3:00 pm.
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