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Area kids pick cherries way up north

BY RENEE SKOGLUND
SPPCIAL WRITER

If you ask Angela Standhardt,
18, of Birmingham, or Christian
Skoglund, 15, of Canton, about
their summer jobs, they’re likely
to say they were “the pita,” Liter-

ally.

Stendhardt and Skoglund,
longtime friends, spent most of
their summer “working cherties”
{n the Traverse City area. They
soon learned, howover, that the
local expresslon for harvesting
and processing one of Michigan's
most popular fruits really meant
“having no life.”

While their families vaca-
tioned, the teens worked 10- to
12-hour night shifts six and seven
days 8 week preparing cherries
destined for commercial markets
here and abroad,

Standhardt, a liberal arts atu-
dent at Loyola University, worked
as o “sorter” for Great Laokes
Packing, a processing plant locat-
ed in Kewadin, a small town
about 16 miles nosth of Traverse
City. Her job required a good eye
for bad cherries, which she de-
scribed as “bruised and pale.”

She also needed strong arches,
Except for a five-minute break on
the hour, she atood in front of a
conveyor belt her entire shift,
rerutinizing cherries on their way

Walk your dog for Humane Society

ety Central Shelter, 7401 Chrysler Drive, Detroit,
872.3400; Humane Society North Shelter, 3600 Au-
burn in Rochester Hills, 852-7420; and Paw Pourri
Gift Shop, 817 N. Main, Roya! Oak, 546-3780.

The Michigan Humunc. Soclety’s “Mutt March
'93" will be held 10 a.m, to 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 18,
at Nankin Mills in the Middle Rouge Park along

to beiig augared and packed into
30-pound contalners. But sore
feet wero the least of her worries.
She had been warned by former
sorters that she might get motion
sickness,

“Some of the kids told me I
might need Dramamine,” she
sald. “I didn't, but it was difficult
staring down ot ail those cherries
for 80 long. I couldn’t relax once I
got home,”

Standhardt'a shift usually end.
cd between 4 and 5 am. Aler-
waord, she'd toss off her haimet
and go out for breakfast or a swim
with some of her co-workera, She
willingly eacrificed valunble sleep
time for & chance to sociallze.

“T'd have no life otherwise,” she
seid, waving a pair of purple.
stained hands in front of her for
emphasis. “No life."”

Skoglund, & sophomoare at
Plymouth Canton High School,
had no energy left to et or swim
after ho emerged from the ore-
hards each morning at 6 a.m. Hia
job as a “tarp puller” on one of
the 12-person crews that worked
for Cherry Ke Ine., also in Kewad-
in, left him with aching shoulders
and stiff hands.

He had to pull out yards of
heavy canvas tarp from o mecha.
nized roller and loy it around each
tree. After the “cherry shoker,” a

Edward Hines Drive in Westland,
t lable ot Hi

forms are

Soci-

speclally designed truck with a
long arm and pincers, shook the
cherries off the tree, Skoglund
would guide the tarp back toward
tho roller. As it rewound, the cher-
ries would bounce into a tank of
cold water, At least that'a how it
was supposed to work,

“f hated it when I'd allp,” said
Skoglund, whose hands and legs
were covered with scratches and
brulscs, “All these cherries would
fly up in the air and land all over
me. And mud, and everything.
One night I fell three times.”

Skoglund, who earned the nick-
name “Mountaln Man" because
he broke all the branches that got
in his way, threw out half his
clothes when he got home. They
wera stained beyond salvage and
smelled like sulphur and ferment.
ed cherries. .

Standhardt didnt have to
throw out as many clothes, but
she's atill applying lemon juice to
her hands. She hopen they fade to
a pale lavender before school
starta,

“Guess I won't be doing any
hand commercials for awhile,”
she said,

Both Standhardt and Skoglund
admitted to positive experiences
besides receiving a large dose of
the American work ethic and hon-
ing their sense of humor.
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: Americana Craft Sfiow ;
: Saturday, August 28 :
. . Sunday, August 29 .
. 11 AM-5 PM .
. at Greenmead - § Mile and Newbungh :
. Over 80 Dealers .
« ¢ Textiles « Country * Food Bootfis "%
. * Wooid * Victorian .
. FREE Tours of the Village! .
. 32.00 parking fee per car .
. M/N :
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PLYMOUTH CLASSES
Wedneaday, Sept. 15

3380 Washionaw Ave.

Ann Arbor, Mi 48104

Va Mile West of US-23
313.971.7770

DIVING & SNORKELING
EQUIPMENT
UPCOMING DIVING CLASSES
CLASSES ONCE A WEEK FOR 7 WEEKS
NOVI CLASSES
Monday, Sept. 13

SAVE ON DIVING EQUIPMENT . ° .
WE WILL-MATCH ANY ADVERTISED PRICE!*
" iichigan Bascd Oftars Onty « Excluding Tanks

INSTRUCTION + SALES + SERVICE + NITROX +TRIPS

PADI 5 Star inatructor
Development Center

ANN ARBOR CLASSES
ART
Waedneaday, Oct. 27
Thursday, Oct. 38

Monday, Nov, 1
Tuesday, Hov. 2

Wayno Scle Urwersty
College at UY'IOP? 1eaming
Intetdisciptinory Studies Program

CLASSES STARTING NOW!
MICHIGAN ACADEMY
OF MARTIAL ARTS

KOREAN KARATE CLASSES
MOO DUX KWAN TANG 500 DO
LOW RAYES *FAMILY DISCOUNTS
1 Mambor OKE (1) MONTH COURSE: $23.00
+ NO LONG TEAM CONTRACTS +
+NQ KIDOEN COSTS +

~TEENS
‘CHILDAEN 10 YAS. and OLDER
+ Eaam Sait Detonss Lok Batter
« Physical inasa « Fosl Bettsr
+ Haatthy Lo
CLASSES: MONDAY £:00.7:30 P.AL.
THURSDAY 5:30-2:00 PM.
WESTLAND'S FRIENDSHIP CENTER
1119 K. NEWBURGH ROAD
WESTLAND, MI 48185
(AEWBUAGH PO, ATT AOUTH OF FOAD RD)
For information Please Cali 427.2952
MICHIGAN ACADEMY
OF MARTL. RTS
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Set Another Place at the Table
and Host an Intemational St nt
for the *93-94 school year!
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o Studests 15-18 yearsof )

» English-speaking

« Conslder a furopean exchange

for sour scn or daughter -

Call 1-800-382-HOST

T met some really nice peaple,”
said Standhardt. “Maybe I'll do
thig again next year if they do.”

Skoglund told of chasing deer
during his breaks and gazing up
into a black eky to watch meteor
showers, Then he became more
speculative.

41 learned about people, How
they act, how they work, what
they're renlly MNke. You're always
with them.”

The l"AmlIy that owns thlc‘a two

for which

and Skoglund worked plans to
throw an appreciation pienic
soon, They probably will serve
cherry ple, cherry ice cream and
cherry-topped  cheesecake, all
those lusclous concections that
wouldn't be possible without the
efforts of people like Standhardt
and Skoglund.

Standhardt and Skoglund
would like to attend. But they'll
ask for hamburgers, A little mus-
tard, maybe some ketchup, a fow
onlone. Skip the cherries,

Writer Rence élmglund is
Christian's mom.
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Sorting [t out: Angela Standhardt’s (in baseball cap)
summer job demands strong arches and an eye for bru-
ised cherries.
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AUCTION

to benefit MDA
SAT., AUGUST 28

"\HUNDREDS OF ITEMS!

Donated by many of
your favorite celebrities!

Merchandise, services & gitt cerfificates from
many businesses, organizations & Individuals, fool

An all-day event beginning
at 10:00 a.m. at the LIVONIA MALL!

Guest Celebrity Hosls/Auctioneers Include
CHRIST EDWARDS (TV2) 10 A.M.
MICHAEL J. FOX (WHYT Radlo) 1 P.M.
GLENN HAEGE (“Ask the Handyman™) 3 P.
JEANNE HILDEBRANDT 4 P.M.
MICHAEL DEMBS (TV2) 7 P.M.

476-4166

| Auburn Hills|
Hilton Suites

Acruss from the Silrenlome,
33342202

89"

-Novi
“Hilton

N B
-275 at 8-Mite Road.
31334900 -

6.

Alternatives

" Alternative Bachelor's Degree Program for Adults

Franklin betxeen Northweem

877()° Wickham Road one mile north of
and Telegraph, 313357-11m,

the airport. 343-728-9200

49

» tri-county locations

{ For more information call: 577-0832

We SUPPLY you With skills that are In DEMAND
+ communication skills, problem solving & critical thinking
1 + tgam building skifis In & collaborative leaming environment

. ’
' EARN or COMPLETE your bachelor's degree
X + day, evening & weskend classes .
«{elevision & dirécled study courses :
« automatic temporary adm palicy, transter college credits

ogether i pr

For theperfect Detroit weekend,
follow these simple directions.

Signs sy you're headed for a great weekend at'your choice of Detroit area Hiltons, where -
BounceBack Weekend® rates start Thursday with a Saturday stay! At-Hilten Suites, the -
BounceBack rate includes a complimentary prepared-to-order breakfast and Wwo-
hour evening beverage reception: At Novi Hilton and Hilton Garden Inn,
the rate includes free continental breakfast. For reservations and .
-information, call 1-800-HILTONS. : .
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