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‘Banquet’filling; ‘Friends doesn’t last

BY JOHN MONAGHAN
BPECIAL WiLTER

‘Wel Wel, a Chineso artist living
in New York, needs a green card,
Wai Tung, her landlord, wrestles
with 0 more sensitive problom.

He's gay but docsn't want his
parents in Taiwan to know about
it, His companion Simon pro-
poses the perfect plan: marry Wel
Wel, got the folks off your back,
and take a major tax write-off.

Of course, without complica-
tions there wouldn't be “The
‘Wedding Banquet,” a very funny,
very wiso international comedy
currently at the Maple Theatre.

The movie, with Chinese and
English dialogue, is both about
communication and how the an.
clent bonds of tradition translate
to modem times. Not surprising-
ly, Wai Tung's parents are out-
raged by the impersona) civil cer-
emony that the bride and groom
insist upon,

At dinner, the family runs into
an old friend, who ingista that he
throw a proper wedding banquet
in reapect for the groom’s father, a
retired general, The resulting cel-
ebration mixes the beat and worst

MOVIES

tured humor. You can't help but
lt{nvAc the theater in a great mood. '

of both Asian and American re-
coption rituals,

The performances are gems,
Winston Chao's Wal Tung Is &
likable but slightly greedy real cs-
tato entreproneur, a porfect
straight man playing out a situa-
tion that quickly spins out of his
control.

We're rtioved when Mitchell
Lichtenstein's Simon actually
hlows his top because he's o pere
fect and patient during most of
the film. Even the staunchest
homophobe will want to marry
this guy.

May Chin'a Wel Wei has some
of tho goofiest bits, especlally
when she has too much to drink
and tries to “liberate” her hus.
band on their wedding night.
Mare than just funny, she's also
sympathetic when she reccives
traditional wedding gifts from
‘Wai Tung's mother.

As directed by Ang Lee, “The
Wedding Banquet” overcomes its
penchant. for staginess with large
helpings of honesty and good-na-

'rionds,” also join-
ing the Maple lineup this week-
end, delivers yet another twist on
the gongater gonre: the wise guys
aren’t underprivileged 1

dies for one final score.

There's plonty going for
“Amongat Frionds.” It marks tho
11, 1al duhllt of DY ¥y 1d
Rob Waeiss, who mixes family sto-
rles with the best parta of cvery
movio ho'a over seen.

cd hoods from the Inner city,
They're upper-middle class kids
lfrm‘r; the mean streats of Long Is-
and,

Although pumped full of style,
the low-budget film that won ac-
colades at the Sundance Film
Festival earlicr this year has sur-
prisingly little staying power. *

Andy, Trevor and Billy gradu-
ate from high schoo) and, instead
of heading off to college or real
jobs, continue carcers in erime.
Trevor, busted durlng a drug deal,
gets sent to prison for two years
but doesn’t return home for an-
other two.

It was just a matter of time be-
fore James Dean met Seattlo
Grunge and here it is in Patrick
McGraw's Trevor, riding back to
town on n Horley, outfitted in
ploid shirt and bandana. He's on
his woy to the West Coast, but re-
luctantly hooks up with his bud-

1t nlso offers able performances
from unknowns, especlally Joseph
Lindsey as the dark-cyed Billy,
tho most ruthless of the trio.
Steve Parlavecchio’s rapld-fire
voice-overs force you to miss somo
of the insights, but they capture
Andy's nervaus energy porfectly.,

“Amonget Friends” should
have some impact, especlally on
teenage viewers who will gladly
overlook the simple-minded rela-
tionshipa and storyline. Others
will recognize it for what it is: a
bunch of kids playing gangster
games, “Goodfellas” remado by
the Beastio Boys.

If you have o comment for John
Monoghan, call him at 953-2047,
maitbox number 1866, on a touch-
tone phone, or write him care of
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48160.

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing at
aitemative movie theaters
throughout metro Detrolt 8s re-
viewed by John Monaghan,

M DETROIY FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
‘Woodward Ave., Detrojt. Call 833-
2323 for information, (85; $4 stu-
dents)

“The Music of Chance” (USA
— 1993), 7 and 9:30 p.m. Sept. 3-
4; 4 and 7 p.m. Sept, 6, Drifter
Mandy Patinkin and obsessive
gambler Jamea Spader risk more
than they realize when they strike
a deal with millionaires Charles
Durning and Joel Grey, Baged on
21990 novel by Paul Auster, this

Tormentor: Dennis Hopper is Isabella Rossellini’s evil tormentor in David Lynch’s cult
classic, “Blue Velvet,” at the State Theater Aug. 30.

second City from page 5B

marks the directorial debut of

Philip Haas.

M HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY

13671 Michigan, Dearborn. Call

943-2330 for information. (Free}
W.C. Fields Night — 7 p.m.

Aug. 30, “The Pharmaclst” and

needed practice before a live sudi-
ence at one of The Second City's
stages in suburban Chicago and
two weeks ago to the day per-
formed at the main stage as part
of the usual Monday “Best of The
Second City" show.

“We feel great because things
went really well in Chicago,”
Pryor said. “That gave us a lot of
confidence, We'ro really enthusi.
astic that we're finally going to be
in our own space.”

The “space” Pryor speaks of its
rapidly moving toward comple-
tion at the corner of Woodward
‘and Montcalm, next to The Fox

. Theatre — another jewel in the Il

itch crown. The actual building
will house tho 350-seat theater
where The Second City will hang
its mante), plus a 350-seat multi-
fevel restaurant with e rooftop
terrace, o 50-s0at bar and a retall

- ghop for Second City mer.

chandiae, The speed of tho build-

. ing’s constructlon is reminiscont

of the recent Tiger Plaza project
at Michigan and Trumball.

Pryor would not claborate
greatly on what exactly audi

this stuff,” Pryor snid.
For ticket information, call The
Second City-Detroit at 966-2222.

“Hurry Hurry" are among the
short films starring the Irreverent
movie comedian,

B MAQGIC BAQ THEATRE CAFE
22018 Woodward Ave., Ferndale,
Call 544-3030 for information.

(83)

Atomic nolr — “Kias Me Dead-
1y" (USA — 1955) and “City of
Fear” (USA — 1959), 8 p.m, Sept.
2. In the first feature, a private
eye's relentleas search for o mys-
terious box may end the world as
we know it. The second finds an
escaped convict carrying around o
suitcase he thinks is filled with
heroin. Actually, it contains dead-
1y radioactive mnterial,

B MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple, Bloomficld. Call
855-9090 for show times, ($5.75;
$2.95 twilight)

“The Wedding Banquet”
(Taiwan/USA — 1993). In this
international hit filmed in New
York, a simple wedding of conven-
{ence turns into an eple deception
when the groom’s parents arrive
from Taiwan.

“Amongst Friends” (USA —
1993), starts Sept. 3. Rob Weiss
directed his firat festure about
bored kids on Long Island who
become gangsters and drug deal-
ers instend of heading to college,
Tho movie has style, but ulti-
mately you're left with a Beastie
Boys version of "Goodfellas,”

W STATE

2115 Woodward Ave., Dotroit.

gnl)l 961-5450 for information.
1

“Rocky Horror Pleture Show"
{Britain — 1975), 9 p.m. Aug. 30.
Doing the time warp again has be-
come a ataple at the Stato as Tim
Curry and friends return in this
audience-participation classic.

Dear

Get guidelines -
from therapist
before change

1 have been
in therapy for
cight months.
I do not- seom
to bo gaining
insight or
moving for-
ward. I do not
feel that my
therapist is
giving me the
help that I
need, of
course, I feel
jnsccure about switching to
someone now at this point.
This therapist does not seem
to aay onough that is meaning-
ful. I leave the appointmenta
as confused as I was when I
came in. I am not getting the
answers that I need.

STREET
SENSE

BARBARA
SCHIFF

Jim

Dear Jim,

This is an excellent queation
because what you describe oc-
curs 80 frequently in psychoth-
erapy,

It helps when cllent and
therapist match up, In your ex-
ample, if the client Is the type
who doesn't want the therapist
to say nnythlng.‘ or ln'nl’mkli to

active therapist, he would say,
“My therapist talks too much
and doesn't let me say what 1
want to say because ho's so
busy making interpretations,
which I can't underatand any-
how.”

In your letter, you are snying
you want a therapist who talke
to you and gives you more
guidelines. Befors you make
any switch to someone new, ex-
plain this to your therapist and
gee how he handles it. Jt may
be that he could give you what
you want. If he can’t, then you
might change to a therapist
who has a reputation for active
psychotherapy and 8o would
sult you better,

However, let the reader
beware, there are clients who
will complain about any thera-
pist. I remomber a story told to
me by an older, experienced
therapist. A elient came to him
and complained that she had
hod elght previous therapists
and that none of them knew
what they were doing. His re-
sponse was: “This time, you
won't have that excuse.”

Good luck in your therapy. A
good d con make a

hear what the might
say, he might continue com-

huge difference in one's ability

fortably with your therapist. to feel good about oneself.
H he wrote a letter about an Barbara
Warp Factor Karlos Barney

Superman [s about to be reminded of the boomefang
he tossed some fifteen years eariler.

will see when The Sccond City
premicres in Detroit. Sketches
have been taken from the best
material gathered in the more
than 30 years of The Second City
existence. It ia premature to ex-
pect material with o metro Detroit
angle at this stage of the troupe's
exiatence, Pryor saoid, because
they need additional improvisa-
tional performances to develop
ketches for futuro perf

“We're learning a lot of music;
people will bo surprised at the
number of production picces,”
Pryor sald. “There's also some
real acting.”

But all in all, the cast is con-
contrating on having a good time
and making sure the audience fol-

lows.
“Jt'a just great being paid to do

LOOKING AHEAD

 What to watch forin Street ~
Scene next week:

M Christina Fuoco's inter-
view with Black Mali.
M Janice Tiger-Kramer

takes a Street Styles look
at decorating dorm rooms.
W John Monaghan's look
at the alternative movie

acono.
B Street Sense by Barbara
Schiff.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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CHOICE OF 3 VEGEVABLES,
FRESH BAKED BREAD & DRINK

TR

FOR TICKETS '
CALL 25-TIGER

ORANY St @msrem; LOCATION'

INCLUDING RUDSON'S, HARMONY HOUSE oL
AND SOUND WAREHOUSE. /~ e

It took just one ad

Todd Schou sold his *pop-up® traller with Just ono Obsaervar & Eccontric
_ Clossified ad. In fact tho firat call tumed out to be his buyar, Jain Todd

Schou and
Reach Michl 's Finest Suburban Market
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