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Letterman rebounds from
a winiry year of disconient

BY SUZANNE GILL

“Don't forget this,” ays an unusu-
ally sincere Davld Letterman. “1
know I'm the luckiest man on the
planct” It's a side of the wisecrack-
ing talk-show host that many
viewers noticed virtually for the
first time during his farewell speech
on the last “Late Night With David
Letterman,” Friday, June 25, on

Pre, g to launch a new series,
“Late Show With David Letterman"
on CBS, Letterman, who held out for
months for an carlier time slot and
will pow earn $14 milllon a year, is
lucky,” be says, to be employed.
When NBC named Jay Leno to re-
place Johnny Carson as host of “The
Tonight Show,” Letterman found
himself at a turnlng point.

At that polnt,” be says, “honest
to God, I thought that I was just
golng to have to leave and wouldn't
have a job. And P'm very, very lucky
to be in this situation.

] always wanted to bo consid-
ered as a candldate to have the job
{as “Tonight Show’ host), And that
never happened. So obviously that
was disappointing to me,

“Now, as I guess time does for
you, it kind of leads me to belleve
that things worked out for the bet-

ter. Through all of this, Pve suffered
no rancor. I've had a lLittle re-
morse.”

As for his new, five-day work
week, Letterman observes, “Don't
most Americans work five days?
1t's going to be a back-breaker, I
know.”

And what about that salary?
Won't 1t put him at arm's leogth
from his audience?

“Geez..] hope not,” he replies.
“I'm certainly not worth that kind of
dough...It happens to be the market-
place.” Unable to resist a stralght
Iine, he adds, “If that happens, I'll
just.‘you know, buy a pew audl-
em "

On the subject of guests, Letter-
man’s top-10 1ist begina with Johnny
Carson, who bas not appeared oo
any talk show since his retirement
from the genre in May 1992,

“I would love to have Johnny Car-
son on our show under any circum-
stances” he says. “That would be
great for me. I kind of get almost
embarrazsed when I talk about Car-
son, because he meant so much to
me In my life and my career.

“The first time I was on (‘The To-
night Show"), it was like, you pull &
$5 bill out of your and the
next thing you know, you see Abe
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Lincoln walking down the street. It
was like, ‘Ob, my god, it's Johnoy
Carson. And it never stopped feel-
Ing that way.”

Letterman admits he's sorry to be
leaving Rockefeller Center behind
{n the move from NBC to CBS.

“Ii's easilly one of the great, re-
cognlzable landmarks on the globe,”
ke says. "It was exciting, it was con-
venlent, it was glamorous. Every-
thing about It was absolutely won-
derful. And we're leaving that be-
hind, But I think that we will be able
to find a home for ourselves.”

‘The new home for Letterman and
his staff ia CBS' Fd Sulllvan The-
ater, which I belng renovated for

his use.

“P'ya been In there three or four
times, and every time [ go In there, 1
stay about efght minutes, and then
all ‘you see are big clouds of asbes.
tos, And then I have to get out. I just
think It might bave been easler to
renovate EA Sulllvan than the the
ater Itself,” he concludes, returning
to hls on-alr form.

The biggest question, for both
fans and lawyers, concerns the con-
tract of the new Letterman show, A

Larry “Bud” Melman) and the blll-
{ng for music director Paul
Shaffer’s World's Most Dangerous
Band belong to NBC, The Top-10
Lists and Stupld Pet/Human Tricks
, bowever,

_ are Letterman propesty, b
All {n al], Letterman, Shaffer and

crew think of it &y the same show,

first week,” Letterman says. ‘1

. mean, {t'll elther seem very odd to

see me an hour earlier, or it'll seem

okay,

“You know, I see mysell almost
every hour of the day, and T think
that's fine.”
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.{ {1Infrared rays were discovered in

. | 1800 by English astronomer William

Herschel when he measured the
color speetrum with & thermomelet.




