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all our back-to-school ling to hear
when school bells ring in your
local district. You will get the
information you need for that
important first day back.
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A great trip: Vanessa Wells has
quite a story to tell her classmates
at William Grace Elementary
School in Farmington Hills. /3A

It's bad: A panel of experts as-
sembled by U.S. Rep. Joe Knollen-
berg hasn't seen the Clinton
health-care plan, but doesn’t like
it anyway. /5A
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School's inl: The kids are out en
masse, and that means that mo-
torists must make some mental
adjustments. /12A

Guest column: Farmington resi-
dent Joan Polus observes that bad
things do sometimes happen to
good people. But this story isn'’t
over yet. /13A

Hawks lose top player: The Har-
rison football team hopes to re-
bound in 1993, but will have to do
so without its star tailback. /1B

Farmington preview: The Fal-
cons have a new coach and re-
newed optimism as they enter a
new high school football season.
/1B

Memorable meals; Roman Ter-
race II, a popular Farmington
Hills restaurant, has lightened up.
/58
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Chamber packs its shopping bags

v

Summon the moving van and look for a few old boxes.
The chamber of commerce is moving off Farmington’s
main street. The chamber will move into a school-dis-
trict building ren‘g-fraf, in exchange for a free cham-
by hin for the schoals. -

berme
By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFP WAITER

The Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerco is moving.

"Somotime in October, the chamber
will set up offices in the Farmington
Training Center on Thomas  Streat
north of Grand River in downtown

Farmington.

‘The prico la right.

‘The chamber will pay no rent un
der the proposed agreement, accord-
ing to dircctor Jody Soronen.

Instead, tho Farmington Public
School District will provide tho office
space rent-freo in return for chamber

membership at no charge for the
schools.

Tho chamber is paying $1,223 a
month for its current office at 33411
Grand River, just west of Farml

Pam O'Malley, assistant superin-
tendent for community relationa for
Farmington schools,

Sald Soronen: “We're doing more

Road, The office is owned by Eleman
Propertics.

“I'm sad to se thom go,” sald Jim
Eleman, owner of Elsman Properties.
“They were great tenants.”

Both the schools and chamber ses
the arrangement as a trade-off.

“The chamber has been working
with us for & number of yoars in a va-
ricty of partnezahip- notivitioss' sald

and more together and find
f.}mtnlt‘l been beneficial to both par-
ties. :

For free rent, though, the chamber
gives up some vieibility and office
space, The chamber's current walk-in
office is near the corner of Grand Riv-
er and Farmington,

The chamber has had offices there
for four years.

Soo CHAMBER, 4A

She just does it: Golden-age Olyr pion go

. bad about someono else; I say, ‘Gee, -

Senlor Olymplan: Sandy Darvin, 7
warms up before teaching a yoga class at the Farmington

agold and silver medal winner in the ,Séniar Olyﬁlpwé, N
) Hills Senior Center. - . .

" ¢ " Bitanox LeMIEUX/STAYY PuOTOGRAPEEN

"Hills. “Gosslp and putting people

_tens to add, don't smoke. Excreise,

E .‘But in her intimats way, the steal-
. thincss-in which they aro relayed is

.lonswity o

.- an ol
. came a cortified lfeguard at 70, and
' pys dorie & iot”of things,” she
cosalds b A

- swimming avents at the state Senior

' summer.- She proudly

dy Darvin has a secret. - |

. She'll betray it at the slightest
nudge. , Leaning over. and gently
placing her -hand . on':a. peraon’s
forearm, Darvin .divulges -that sho
has the anewer to eternal life, g
“When someons starts talking

why, I'm in e hurry’.and I go," eald
Darvin, 80, who lives in Farmington -

down, It's not good for your health.”
‘That's only one ‘poer] of wisdom
Darvinimparts,

Eat logumes and brown rice, Dar-
vin rocommends, Chow on red and
yollow vegetables along” with the
green ones, sho ‘says in a sagely
voice. Ten to. 11 almonds a day
keopa: the dentlst ‘away, she cone

tends, - | .
And for crying aut loud, she has-

of course. . N
OK; eo they'ro hardly revelations.

as Intriguing as the individual.
Darvin's ‘an lptemnﬂdx,mn of

She's.a Senfor Olympian, gJong-
time ?mgn instructor, and n vegotari-
30 years who grows her own
producs.. ] e
She took karate, managed a
_hoalth food store at one time, deliv-
ered mall -in subzoro weather, be-

.somehow 'managed - to- raiso threo
boya, " < i e

He‘r'glnw éox'z':pcbcln‘ with the threo
gold and stlver medals sho won in

Olympics in- Holland, Mich,, -this
-pulls them
froma plnsﬁc_bxigd)m&whlcb still

™" Boo OLYMPIAN, 4A

By BILL COUTANT
BTAFP WIITER

You can't miss Herman Meinke's
Cora Street houso — it sticks out like
agreen thumb,

Meinks has made his yard a labo-
ratory of plant life. He grows every-
thing from herbs and exotic fruit treea
to medicinal weeds, His corn stalks
can reach as high as 16 feot with cars
of up to 28 inches, all without herbi-
cides or pesticides.

For 40 years Meinke has been ex-
perimenting with ways to grow bigger
and healthier varieties of plants with.
out damaging the envi Ho's

To that end, Melnke; his wife, Su.
san; and three grown children have
found ways of growing disesse-free
plants, fruits and vegetablea without
harming groundwater or wildlife.

In fact, bees and other insects aro
attracted to nectar-producing flowers,
but harmful insects have not claimed
his plants,

“I notico after a storm, the water
from my neighbors’ yards will flow
here,” ho maid, pointing to a small
blighted area in hia yard. “That's be-
causo of the pesticides,”

N A}though he has no particular

even nbandoned somo practices of or-
ganic gardening os damaging to tho
environment. :

for a green lawn, ho has oven
grown a pesticide-free stripe of thick
grass that has longer roots than most

Family’s green planting reaps healthy harvest

# ‘When they (nelghbors)
have a problem, they'll
come to me. But then
you'll see that they’re
gone for a couple of
days and the chemlical
truckscomein. . . It
only took a littie drum of
toxins to ruln the Love
Canal. This (pesticides)
evaporates Into the alr
weo breath, And It
amounts to a ton of the
stuff.’

Home Delivery: §91~0500 |

to show it bo dono with- . 3
“If man wanta to survive, he must ﬁ:ﬁ.’,m:]: Z', femun. one Herman Meinke
get along with nature,” said the 53- gardener
year-old. Soo HARVEST, 2A -
She's some volunteer ‘ ! with nity service projects
. through her church. |
hoila Gannon, a volunteer worker at Bots- FARMIN GTON FOCUS S .
furdx?iciln_tkluipzﬂcialtagonhr &-; Farming . R Memory Lane .
ton Hills, was nominated recently for the : Bl . . e
" Health Caro Association of Michigan's Vol many ife storles, and marvels at “tho g?ﬂl:egia‘o;%;?@e‘d{ﬂonofthul?m-
of tho Year award. courage and accomplishments of an clder gencra- The new 22-classroom Farmington High -

Gannon, a Farmington Hills resident, has beon
. avolunteor at BCHC for more than 20 years, On

the first and second Tuesday of each month, ahe
spands her aftornoon at the facility assisting the
Rev, Gerald McEnhill of St. Gerald's Catholic
Church In Farmington with Mass or tho rosary
prayor sorvice. i

Aforwards, Gannon visits residents who Aidn't
attend tho service. Sho nasista these residents
with prayor if they wish, or she spends time get-
ting to know them better, - :

Gannon saya sho cspecially enjoys hoaring the

tion”

1

School on Shiawasses was to open Sept. 10, “All of

Gannon explat

For the HCAM
why she v‘nlunmn. R

“I've folt useful and fulfilled, and hopefully I've
loarned somo moasurs of patisnce and compas.
sfon,” she said, “It's taught mo a lot sbout the gt
of Ll‘te and about the time when lifo comes to an
end oL :

“uf've received far more than I have ever given.”

Gannon, the mother of five and the grandmother

of iz, enjoya classical muelc, gardening and h?-

the rooms are d d in bright colors utliizing e
maximum of natural light,” said an Enterprise sr
ticle, Junlor high students took aver the former
high school building on Thomas Street.

Dancers Department Store in downtown Farm-
ington advertised saddle shoos at $4.45 and $3.95.

Iunufqu-'umbctonrocmm‘cmwedm
the Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,
Farmington 48536; dropped off at the newspaps
office; or faxed to 477.9782. " T o
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