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School days

Mental adjustments needed

ton-nren neighborhoods and subdivi-
sions this week. School is in, and the
kids are out, en masse, mornings and af-
ternoons.
The firat day of classes was Tuesday for most
i and 1.

? here are some big changea in Farming-

mFor the first few days of school,
mom or dad might drive thelr
youngsters to school, or walk
there with them. But, In the days
ahead, when the klds are on thelr

onts in the F itte | own, motarlsts must continue to

school districts. be alert.

‘The opening of school marks a number of N

destrian and ion changes from

firmly blished over the torists should fously look forwnrd a

months. Some of these changes are obvious, block or two for youngsters who just might be
Others are subtle. Many require adj Y ing into the road! Special care is also
motoriats. needed by motorists when turning where there

One of the more important and obvious
changea will be the emergence of yellow schoal

are buses or students.
Motorists need to drive more defensively to

buscs and vans on major th hfi

The mental adjustment for motorists will be
to remember to stop when the bus lights are
flashing to notify drivers that a stop is being
made to pick up or let off students.

In many distri new

for the exub and imp
ness of youth,

Smart, defensive drivers also should remem-
ber that the opening of school marks a highlight
in the lives of many youngsters, They arc less
strect rt than the older students and won't

stop signal arms have been installed on the,
buses.

When a bus halts for pussengers, a stop sign
with two flashing lights will aut ically be
activated. The sign and arm extond two feet
from the driver's side, warning motorists to stop
for children crossing the street,

Motorists should remember to stop and wait
until the flashing lights on a school bus are
turned off before proceeding. Impatient motor-
ista who get worked up by the wait should leok
for alternative routes with fower buses.

For the first couple of wecks in September,

yet have received all the safety training stu-
dents get at school.

For the first few daya of achool, mom or dad
might drive their youngsters to school, or walk
there with them. But, in the days ahead, when
the kide aro on thelr own, motorists must con-
tinue to be alert.

School bells and other reminders should ring
in our minds as we get behind the wheel this
week and in the weeks ahead. Mental adjust.
ments must ba made.

}zjopcfully. this will be a safe school year for
us all.

New cable rates are unfair

gross injustice is committed when those

who can least afford basic cable rates

find them rising, while those who can
most afford the niceties like remote controls
and promium channels got a price break,

‘We think that residents of our communities
should have access to basic cable TV at as inex-
pensive a rate as possible,

Citizens need to stay informed about import-
ant local issues. Cable TV, with its showing of
Tive city council and school board meetings and
candidate forums, is one way for them to keep
informed.

To deny residents access to basic cable TV
these days is just about the same as denying
them tha chance to read a local newspaper.

Cable TV rates increased for many sub-
scribers Sept. 1, despite new Federal Communi-
cations C insion regulations i ded to re-
duce rates nationwide,

For example, MetroVision, the outfit that
holds the cable TV franchise in Farmi:

and a mini tier of three channels at $1.36, The
basic, satellite and mini tiers all must be pur-
chased in arder to carry premium channels —
an obvious increase.

School's in!

GUY WARREN/STAFY PIOTOGIAMIRR

Hopon: Linda Stoner introduces 6-year-old son Scott to his new bus driver. Scott
is attending Ferrand Elementary School in Plymouth. Traffic is heavier with the
opening of schools throughout the Observer & Eccentric area, requiring extra cau-

tion by drivers.

LETTERS

‘Come on, Joff’

his letter is in response to Jeff Counts’
coh.;m'n on Aug, 26 “. . . who just don't
tit”

Come on, Jeff. So your wife wears the power
suit while you push the stroller. And Heming-
way you ain't, in apite of that pipe. And that hat
won't hide your bald spot. And fish never did
bite in a bar,

You just don't get it, Jeff, Take a journalism
class, and don‘t write any more, please, until
you've got something to say.

B. Joyce Cardwell, Farmington Hllls

Howaver, a remote control drops d I}

from $3.95 a month to 12 cents, And premium
channel costs remain the same,

Southfield. Conti 1

will pay
on additional $3,25 a month, up from $19.60, to
recelve its 2-68 channel group. Those paying
$12 for the 2.36 channel group will have new
optlon packages of $13.27 and $14.69.

Garden City'a Maclean Hunter Cable TV
Inc. seems to be the most economy-minded of
the lot, while the situation is entirely different
for Booth customers in Birmingham, There, of-
ficials are arguing over whether to even offer lo-
cal commercial stations 2,4 and 7.

Many cable companies are sending out no-
tices to thelr customers to explain the confusing

Farmington Hills, Redford Township and Livo-
nia, is sending increases to more than 60 per-
cent of its Farmington-area subscribers, In-
creases range from $1.83 to $10.64 a month,

The hardest hit will be the 300 who pay bot.
tom dollar for the broadcast and public access
channels.

Of course, many at the upper end of the spec-
trum, those who spend more on cable TV, will
have their rates cut.

rate ch ‘Thera s a better way to run cable
TV. .
‘Wa've said it before in this apace, but we'd
like to reiterate emphatically that we don’t need
a federal agency to straighten out cable TV.
Good, old-fashioned competition in these sub-
urban markets would accomplish the same
thing.

The sama market factors that drive our econ-
omy ahould apply to cable TV, that great elec-

tronic middleman that sits between the viewer
l‘{xzsamathlng;a‘::rgwy. h iti and what there is to view, Who knowa? Perl: nps
covored by Ohserver & E: e N : day, with comp and new
even in communities served by the same cable wo'll eliminate that middleman, X
For i Continental Cablevi- We ize that cable {os are in

slon in Westland formerly charged $20.25 for
one basie tier service. It now offers threo ser-
vices: basic at $10.90, a satellite tier at $11.36

business to make money, but that profit should
not como at the expense of thosa who can Jeast
afford it.

 ComMuNITY VoICE

QUESTION:
How was your
summer?
Wae asked this
questlon at The
Grand Cafe and
Kitchen Master
,f,',az:%"g't%# ‘It's been an ‘Pretty good. | ‘Businesswise,
redoing our awesome sum- got to gotothe It's been won-
house and lots of | mer.)gotagood | parkalot.itwas | derful, People
stuft,’ Job. Iwenttothe | alot nicerthis seemtobsina
PatEdmunds | beachalot’ summer than much better
Farmington Michells | [ast.’ L
. Doepker Chris Jury Ken Strom
. Farmington Hills Westiand | West Bloomfleid

am writing regarding columnist Jeff
Counts’ recent column, *, . .whojust don't
get it.”

I porsonally think Counts’ comment regard-
ing fathers and strollers was way out of line,
and 1 believe he opened a can of worma.

‘Women of the '30s work as much, if not more,
than men. There’s no apparent reason why men
should not push strollers, If women didn't do
things because they didn’t want to look silly,
then there wouldn't be any children, consider-
ing the childbirth experience.

1 personally think it’s nice to see a man be-
hind a stroller, taking his fair share of the re-
aponsibility. It's about time,

Counts had botter take a look to see what
decade he's stuck in and see who really “just
don't get it.” .

Put that in your pipe and smoke it.

Cheryl Keefover, Redford

In his opinion

8 the 30th anniversary of the assassina-

tion of Presidont John F, Kennedy ap-

proaches, I think it'a time to present
some food for thought,

In'my opinion Oswald did not act alone. I
believe there were three snipers on tho grassy
knoll — Qswald fired at the President from the
sixth floor of the Book Depository Building, but
at that point in time, the President was facing
away from Oswald.

Oswald was shooting at the back of the preai-
dent. In my opinion, only one of the bullets
fired from Oswald's rifle hit the president. The
bullet from Oswald's rifle that struck JFK did
not kill him.

In my opinion the bullet that killed JFK was
fired from one of tho enipers rifles. That bullet
entered the front of the president’s head and
oxited the back. In my opinion, this was the
bullet that killed Prestdent Konnedy.

In my opinion, the other two snipers ware in
place as a back up and were to be used to take
out any one that looked up at the grassy knall
when the ehots were fired, or to take pictures of
anyone that looked up at the grassy knollso* ~
that those witnesses could and would be taken

..out at a later date,

For now, I'il lot the readers decide what or-
ganizations the snipera were aasociated with.
believe it shouldn't be too hard to figure that
out.

In my opinion the Warren Commission and
ita report were instruments used for the purpose
of pacifying and calming the public. The report
simply did not tell the whole truth.

Perhaps, someday, it will all come out in the
wash for everyone to see.

George R, Mell, Farmington Hills

Thanks, watchers

t is a shame that Joanne Smith has again

used the Farmington Hills City Councils’

air time to deny what she eald during the
July 19 council meeting, rather than to just apo-
logize to Masha Silver,

Bluffing may work in the game of poker but it
will not erase my video tape. And yes, [ live in
one of those “certain homes” where the VCRs
are always running on Monday evenings.

All citizens should feel offended when a tax-
paying resident is insulted by a council member
during a council meeting, not once but twice,

1t is difficult enough to apeak before council
without worrying that your elected representa-
tive may verbally cast doubt on your sanity and
your personality.

I would like to thank every “'self-appointed"
watcher of the city council and all the commis-
sions, boards, and committees. Keep up the

good work,
Betty Cook, Farmington Hills

She makes 2 points

‘wo regular occurrences disturb me great.
ly, and I would like to see them ad-
dressed.

1. The policy of allowing solicitora for charity
to weave in and out of traffic at busy intersec-
tions should be stopped immediately. Govern-
ment should not wait until some innocent per-
aon is killed to take action on this increasing
dangorous practice,

2. In Georgia, my formor home, there is a law
which disallows elections with loss than a cer-
tain number (I do not recall exactly the num-
ber) of {asucs on the ballot. Thia keeps the cost
of holding elections down. Taxpayers are con-
corned about increasing taxes, and whilo some
may fool having fow issues on the ballot gives
cortaln causes a better chance at passage, this
was not borne out in the Farmington Hills }t.
brary vote. When government gets truly con-
corned about using taxpayer's moniea wisely,
government will vote to end thia wasteful prac.

tice,

T have written a letter to Stato Rep. Jan Do-
1an and the Farmington Hitls City Council con-
cerning theso iesues, If others in the community
are concorned, thoy should write,

. Ruth Henick, Farmington Hills
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