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POINTS OF VIEW

Bad things sometimes happen to good people

his started as a letter of aupport
for a local family who have been
. our good friends for over 30
years. It became a petition signed by
many friends and neighbors who sent it
to tho Observer.

Tho editor suggested a column be
written about this incident, one that
*nuched so many lives.

Over the last two weeks, Farmington

-server articles have related an un-

tunate incident involving two foster

Idren in the home of Hal and Jane

indexter, longtime Farmington resi-

nts.

I'hese children ~- Crystal, 44 years,
and Karvel, 20 months — alipped out
of the house at about 7:61 in the morn-
ing. Fortunately, the Farmington city
manager apprehended them four min-
utes later about 100 yards from the
Poindexter home,

Karvel had stepped out into the
Grand River traffic. Many of us can re-
late similar events in our homes where
our children have slipped past us and
havo gained an hour or so of “frecdom.”
No matter how vigilant, at some time
in our parenting, children do cacape

- our control.

They're loving people

We know the Poindexters to be lov-
ing, caring and vigilant people. They
have been active in church work, Little

League and high school sports, You

may have scen Hal pushing a stroller
with two to four children along Grand
River, the adjacent subdivision, or at
Baskin Robbins,

This is their favorite “midpoint dea-
tination" on their daily 60 to 90-min«
ute walka in the late afternoon or carly
evening, when Hal gives Jane some
"daily relief” from the fostering of four
small children,

Inour i

hild

when
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: “got
away,” they were pert dbya

neighbor or found in some hiding
place. In this situation, they were res.
cued by the Farmington city manager
and sont to the Farmington police sta.
tion, :hem Hal found them safe and
sound. .

‘Whims and biases’

This story should stop here, with the
two children retumning to their foster
parents, the only parents they know.
However, foster children and foster
parents scem subject to the whims and
binses of our administration and judi-
cial syatem, For both the children and
the foster parents, this can be a very
painful experience.

The Farmington police roported the
incident to Protective Services, and the
children were removed from the Poin.
dexter home. It is sad that after being
rounited with their parenta their real

JOaN PoLUs

Between the combined actions of
Protective Servicea and the Orchards,
the Poindexters’ foster care supervising
agency, Crystal may have lifelong emo-
tional scars,

At birth Crystal was one pound,
three ounces; she survived that. How-
ever, she has had several other equally
shattering experiences, Her first adop-
tion went sour. After about nine
months her adoptive family tumed her
back into the system.

Fortunately, she was again placed in
tho Poindexter home, Upon retum, a
vivacious and normally active 3%z year
old was depreased and despondent.
lShu]lmd. regresaed to the 2-year-old

ovel.

Subscquently she was again let out
fa‘r ad?ptlon. This time the prospective

danger lay with the

who
are supposed to help protect them.

ptive parents d her beforo
adoptive placement.

Cost in emotional growth

In two days Crystal had pulled her
hair out at the reots. These bad place-
menits cost her two years in emotional
growth. To help resolve these prob-
lems, she was placed in special speech
programs through the Farmi

raising four children of their own and
raising threo adoptive childrer, a com-
plaint had never been lodged against -

them.

The Orchards had never received &
complaint, and assigned the Poin- - -
d|ex$frs their most medically difficult -

Schools and the Hawthorn Center. In
the past three months she had been ex-
periencing progress,

Rather than recommending that
these foster children bo returned to
their loving and capable foster parents,
the Protective Services investigator
made the abrupt, disruptive and emo-
tionally devastating decision to recom-
mend that the Poindexters be cited for
neglect.

Based upon this deciaion, the Ore-
hards immediately removed Crystal,
Karvel and Tony from the Poindexter
home.

It took the Poindexters 10 days to
convince the Orchards that they had
made a bad decision, Crystal was then
returned to them, The beautiful part of
their happy reunion was that Crystal
sang “Angels Watching Over Me" all
the way home. .

‘The Poindexters possess a living:
faith in Ged and instilled this faith in
her young life. She trusted that God
would help her through her difficultics,
and he did.

The Protective Services investigator
knew that in eight years of fostering,

{thep g and al-
coh;legddlcud, :il:uscd nll:!dr‘:,-‘énii- :
capped), reportedly considered the
Poindexters to be one of thelr best fos-
ter homea and they had successfully
“fostered” over 20 children.

In fact, the Orchards has twice nomi-
nated the Poindexters as “Michigan
Foster Parents Of The Year.” Once ..
they were honored as one of three final-
ists for this award. .

One good thing did come out of this
incident: Crystal is getting new adop-
tive parents. The Orchards has ap-
proved an adoptive request by . . . the
Poindexters. .

As with the other three adoptions,
they see a need unlikely to bo filled by
othors, You see, Crystal has attention
deficit disorder (ADD), and probably
Huntington's disease. Also, five days
prior to this incident, Crystal was diag-
nosed as having epilepsy.

At this time we don't know whether
there will be a happy ending, Protec-
tive Services has not yet notified the
Poindexters that charges have been .
dropped. .

Joan Polus, a 22-year Farmington *
resident, is a retired nurse. '

-

LETTERS

Stop callers

he stato of Michigan needs to
have a tougher and enforceable
law that will enable law officers
to prosecute telephone annoyance
callers, !
Most of these calls are hang-up calls,
. Whila the calls can be traced to a par-
 ticular telephone owner, it is virtually

- §f not literally impossible for the law to
prove who the individual {s that made
 the calls.

Contracted pay cuts show
‘class’ act to our students

QUESTION: As a teacher in a district near
the Plymouth-Canton School Distriet, I *
belleve the Plymouth teachers’ declsion to

. hurtusin futul:v. negotiations, I l:l'lderamnd

West Bl

However, unless it can be proved
who actually made the calls, as the law
stands, trying to prosecuts is a lost
couge,

1 was victim to one of these callers
for a period of an entire year. It is simi-
1ar to being harassed by a atalker. I
thought it was children playinga
prank. But after about a th d

neighbor, whom 1 did not even know.
They later bragged about not being
prosecuted.

‘The telephone company told the po-
lice where the calls came from and the
police told me. The owner of the phone
and his wife denied every

Ego hurt talk

I n response to John Telford’s Aug.

9 column:
We invited the two speakers be-
cause we wanted to hear two different
fonal system.

hing. Be-
cause of past experience, the police did

calls, sometimes as many as 10 in 10
i T had the telept

trace them.
It turned out not to be kids, buta

not
1 would like to ses community back-
ing for such an enforcenble state law,
Kenneth Kemp, F Hills

p hes to our ed
1 personally thought that Telford
had several good suggestions to im-
prove schools, but his constant use of
his own career as super jock, teacher
dmini; wore thin on the au.

and
dience. That was part of the reason for

the contl
values” thing,
The other thing that bothered the -
audience was that his attitude was that
he was there to speak and we were
there to listen, X
1t's just good business when your
business is having rough times to go
out and talk {and listen) to your cus-

tomers.
Loretta Adriaens,
UWSA Interim Coordinator,
12th Congressionel District

fon, not any “Christi

bus
drivers and non-certifled staff did something

: simllar, What do you think?
was an administrator for 17 years in the

years, both quality districts,

. community.

et d

E glve back thelr pay raise thls year is going to

ANSWER: I'm proud to say that I taught and

Plymouth-Canton School District and a central
office administrator in West Bloomfiold for nine

T'm proud to say I was president of the
Pl h Education Association that fought
and won the right for collective bargaining in
¢ 1965, And I'm proud to be on alumnus of today's
- PEA that showed class and style throughout the
turbulence that has gone on In the Plymouth

H Whether one Is down on educa-
tors or supportive of educators,
all should be most proud of the
message tho Plymouth and West
Bloomfleld teachers send to chll-

! would have 30te

With no teachor concessions, this turbl{lencu

Join us in the opening
of a grand new Leewards!

K PEVlEW 4 DAYS ONLY!

Tha Regular Prico of

peers, increased class size and done away with
. all student activities from debato to football.
. Whether one is down on educators or
. supportive of educators, all should be most
. proud of the mossage tho Plymouth and West
. Bloomfield teachers send to childran, It says

Any 1 Item
in the Store!

One cou) customet. Not valid with ey other discount
mﬁﬂurwmmlmmumlm'mw:
peiccd merchandise, Excludes peior sakcs. Valid #1 thra W49).

many: the teachers, the parents, but most
jmportantly the kids and their instructional
programs, .

Other winners were Plymouth's

. P h and Weat Bloomfield staffs care more gimdnunqonh Mi.ko Hoben, ‘gnd cht{‘ N
. about the kids and the i ional prog field's tendes T 0,
¢ than a fow oxtra bucks in thoir pockets. and thelr boards of- Had the P

or Wost Bloomfield toachers perceived that, aver
tho years, Hoben or Gretchko and their ‘boards of
ducation had been evil ad ries, thavote to
take a 3 percent cut would never have happened.
And whether the educational community liked
it or not, thero has beon substantial prossure.
Raises are lovoling off in the business world,
many are out of jobs, It is not business as usual.

It says Plymouth and West Bloomfield
| teachers' organizations are not goingto punish
atudents becauso of the political battle that is
\ boing waged by Lanaing's politiclans and the
MEA state leadership.
It saya Pl h and West Bl
. tenchera recognize that many of their citizens
hava had it with skyrocketing property tax

field

*30%0 price

regular of labor
i . With the uncertainty of Gov. John Engler and o 307 OF st priee of materiali
nsr::: ::msidar tho altornative. Let's say !| his troops, let's hope other school districts’ ‘ o S0%ONf mfg, $use. retal of mouidings
| th or West Bloomfiold teachers voted not | education associations and non-certified uniona
ta take a pay frocze. give the community, theit boards of education,

the contral office and their own loadership time
to asaess what is or is not coming out of Lansing.

All this withstanding, tho teachers in
Plymouth and West Bloomficld and the non-
cortified omployees in WB showed “class" when
voting to maintain a quality program.

Lat's hope other achool districta in this
mudsnhlp area follow the example set by these

The to students, especially at the
middle school and high school level, would be
that teachera are in this busincss just for monoy.
So please don't lecture about right and wrong,

 values or that dedication to childron atufl, Just
do the teaching thing and let's got on with it.
But also romember, we students ali grow into
ndu;ﬂu. ‘Wo become taxpayers, And wo w,ill votg
“Wowill

Wi ber how our teach
* our instructional program, our athletic teams,
our debate team, our band, ouz journaliem
program, our science and computer clubs —
those cherished actlvities of adol at
.young ones remember and reflect on the reat of
their lives. ) .
"It didn't happen in Plymouth or Woat
Bloomfield and, in this caso, tho winners were

L ¥

Dotorm!ne the money needed to maintain a
quality fonal and, if

do as they have told the public so many times
during millage eloctions: Vote for tho kids.
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James “*Doc” Do,yle, a rexident of Northville
Township, is president of an educational
firm, Doyle & Associ N

ry t




