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Farmington's firat game with
John Verdura as girle basket-
ball coach wasn't pretty, but
that didn't matter as the Fal.
cons began the season Tuesday
with a 2819 drubbing of Claw-
son in the first round of the
Troy Athons Tournament.

Tho Falcona play the Troy
Athens-Warren Lincoln winner
in the final tonight.

“It feels nice to get the firat
win, but we have a lot of work
to do,” Verdura said. “I'm
proud of the girls and they de-
serve some credit. The game
got close at the end, and they
got over the hump and handled
the pressure weil.”

Farmington led 16-14 enter-
ing the third quarter, The Fal-
cons held the Trojans acoreless
but could only muster two
points of their own.

Clawson narrowed the gap to
19-16, but Farmington ran off
nine consecutive points to put
the game out of reach, Ths ral-
ly was spurred by two free
throws and a layup from An-
drea Salyer.

Sophomore center Kim
Washnock led all scorers with
16 pointa. Verdura was pleased
with the all-around play of
freshman guard Amanda Por-

ter.

“She ran_the offense well
and handled their trap well,”
he said. “Defensively, sho gave

Farmington coach
gets win in debut

them trouble getting the ball
up court end played a groat
game,”

1 HARRISON 42, FERKDALE 16: It was
amooth sailing for Harrison after the
visiting Hawks fumped to a 14-0 fead
Tuesday, Harrison (1-1) used all of
ita players play In each half,

"It was nlce to get everyono some

ourselves, We atil] aren't taking care
of the ball enough. Our defenso in

ng us right now.”
for center Carey Perking lod
the Hawks with 12 points, Junlor
Krista Snow added nlne poluts while
ripplng down 12 rebounds.

M NORTH 89, W. BLOOMFIELD’
41: North Parmington used a bal-
anced scoring attack to earm fte first
victory In it season opener Tuesday
8t Weat Bloomfiald.

Sophomore guard Shannon McCoy
and senfor guard Allison Steln
scored 13 points each to lead the
Raiders. Junlor forward Allsha Gor-
don played a good all-around game
with 10 pointa, 14 rebounds and six

anslats,

North also received nine polnta
each from freshman guard Kathy
Collins _and sophomore forward
Cooker Perkins and elght points
from sophomore forward Carrio May.

‘Tha Lakers, who tralled 36-23 at
halftirme, fell to 0-3.

I LADYWOOD 72, BERKLEY 32: .'1:31?!
n
19 polnts Tuesday, sparking Livonia

Ladywood (1-0) to the victory against
the vislting Bears.

: ﬁaWks from page 1B

BASKETBALL

Promising ), Junior
@uard; Sarah Blach, junior guard; Koty Rowan,
Junior guard.

Balog's '93 owtiook: “1 know the leagua
{WLAA) Wit ba tough. We're 10 make

s0ma type of impact. .
“We're peotty young and inexpedanced. As

Head coacts Wayne Heary, socond #8830
wffilation: WLAA (Lokes Division),
Season opener; 7 p.an. Tharsday &t home
3, Southfieid-Lsthrg. .
Last yoar's overad record: 10-2,
Tithes won Last yeer: Lokes Division (WLAA).

80l woll. Sho has some speed and she socs
the foor real well.” -

LIVONIA L
Head conch: Ed Havanough, third season
{12t overoi, .
Leagee sfftlation: Cathonic Loague (Cortrel
Dedsion).
Sanson openen 7:30 p.m. Tuesday &t home

v, .
Last yeor's overall record: 16-8,
Titien won tast yeer'Class A distikt end re-

Notable Joases to gradeation: Mary Jo Kaly
(socond-team AX-Aea puardy; Tracy Prybyteld,
Katie Wiight, Tracey Mocon,

Leading Tara Overnitis, 5-10 jur-
for forward (frat-toam AlArea/18 end

pec gamo); Mokssa

they work and leam my system, we'S got better the porson. | wa'ro joling and
&nd maybo wo'l SUFpeisa S0MB PEOpo. we'ro playing wel together es aleam, Promising newcomers: Tora Wasiak, 6-31
*We have 4pood and wil have (0 Lisa that 1o Wp may not have the stz wa had last year  senior forward {missed Last 523300 with knoo
pross, We can shoot. i we got openings, wowit  for Duggan, 5.
100r0, i depends on tha confidencs of the  on posiioning. We hope to camy on the Bl Becky Bilic, 5-7¥a junior guard;
toam, and that wil grow with time."* 13 » Dankest, 510 freshman forward; Enin Jeftey, 5+
{recaverng from rocent inee -
LIVONIA FRANKLUIN WESTLAND JOHN GLENN .
Karanswgh's *83 outiook: "'l plan o ploy
Waad conchs Mary Jarvis ohs Pat Bennett, more players . There's 1O drop-off after
Longue affuistion: WLAA L w:wmmu-mmm

$ass00 opener: 7 p.m. Tuesdoy at Livonia
Clarencavite.

Last ysar's oreestl recoed; 7.13,

Notable losses to Lsa

$0phomona -

moe guand; Jaml Gagal, 5-7 sophomoro fore
word; Rosie Sctwastr, 5-8 toeward;
Katy Duncan, 5-8 sophomore forward; Amy Fell
man, 5-1 sankr guard.

Bannett's *93 outlook: “Last yoor we had
older players, bt wo wo Ineaperienced, This
year wa're youngoer and inexperonced. Last
year we tried 10 pound the ball inside, but this.

yeae we's run more..
W ‘with siiis and natu-
ral sbiwty. Rochedle (Hams) can honda the bal

Fa§c0n$ from page 1B '

defired, 2 chemistry,

“We'll press & ko, Our maln godd It 1o crozie
offense off of our defonse.

¥a'ro more relaxed this year b0d we're have
Ing mars "

'WAYNE MEMORIAL

Notsble losess to misduation: Latsets
Moorn (Tvalteam AN-Ared forward/17 poits
and 16 rebounds per game); Cindy Fotter, Mag-
o Coigan, Zencbls Dinds, Mwanswa Bol
(uonsterrod).

Loading rvturnese: Tonisha Dion, 5-0 sor-

for guand.

Rxa _Sage, 58
freshman guad; Ted Cowan, 57 sonior for-
word; Jesaica Sharon, 58 junior forward; Nata-
&8 Home, 5-9 Junior center,

ton likes his athletic ability and
compares Pesci to former Harri.
son all-atate quarterback Vince
Enright (1984),

““He’s worked hard and is going
to surprise a lot of people,” Herr-
ington said. “I converted him be-
cause of the athletic background
in his family, and I think it was 2
good move, He has leadership
qualities and is the type of athleta
you like at quarterback.”

The all-senior recelving corps Is
tight end Nick Burgess (6-2, 187),
swingback Brendan Cotter (6-0,
170} and eplit end Dave Butcher
(6-1, 170). Burgess, another col-
Iege prospect, has the best hands
and a knack for getting to the
football, Herrington eald.

“If we get the protection, the
passing game will be strong,” he
sald, “but we will be more of a
ground-oriented team, In most
years, we haven't used the upback
much, and with Nick we'd like to
do that more.”

The Hawks have moro experi-
ence in tho offeneive line but still
not alot of size.

Sentor Gary Lesperance (6-10,
225) movee to tackle, and senior
Joson Blumberg (80, 185) be-
comes the center. Senior JTim
Bares (5-10, 195) and junior Steve

“tles and four

The Hawks return secnior
Charles Bambenek (6-1, 180} at
one of the inside linebacker posi.
tions. He was the third-leading
tackler with 70. Williams rotated
ot the other inside spot and will
start this year,

Harrison must do better up
front where it returna all-division
junior Mare Lesperance (5.5, 160)
at nose guard as well as Bares and
Gary Lesperance at the tackles,
Senior Brock Gove (6-2, 190) end
Kennedy have experience at de-
fensive ends and are backed by
senlor Chad Cumiskey (6-11,

186).

“We're still not the physical
team that shuts people down,"
Herrington said, “but all those
kids are back and should be im-
proved.

“Wae were 80 goft there last year
that people just ran the ball on
us. That’s something that hadn't
‘happened to us in 18-20 years, Wo
have to get mora phyaical.”

Gove will be the placekicker
agaln, and senior Rick Smith (8-
1, 160) should be recovered from a
broken arm to do the punting in
the season opener.

The Hawks, who had streaks of
10 straight Western Division ti-
champion-

Shaleb (6-9, 185) — the hardest ships stopped last year, open
worker in the weight room, ac- again with Dearborn Divine Child
cording to Herri — aro the  ( day night at Dearborn

8
guards, Senfora Ed Kennedy (6-3,
190) end Matt Zimmerer (6-2,
190) will rotate at the other tack-

le.

The strength of the defense is
the secondary where three starters
retum. Bryant led the team with
threa intercoptions while junior
Dave Hensel (5-9, 165) had two
and Cotter one, Burgess will re.
place all-area player Keye Smith,
who plays for Hilledale College,

“They’re very fast, and they get
to the football,” Herrington aaid.

Helghts Crestwood) and WLAA
favorite Westland John Glenn.

“Luckily, we have experionced
kids coming back, although our
quarterback hasn't played much,”
Herrington sald. “It's hard
open that way, but they have to
open with us, too,

“We feel we have an excellent
chance {in_the division). North-
ville and Plymouth Canton are
the teams to beat, but I think we
have as good a chance as any-
body.”

tailback Nigel Whitt (5-6, 145).
Both are varsity veterans. Senior
Mike Prough (5-8, 161) will share
playing time with Whitt.

*1 was going to make (Lewia) an
offensive guard and realized we
need him at fullback,” Niskanen
sald, “He knows one speed and
that's all out. You don't have to
tell him it's full go.”

Juniors Curt Katsis (6.7, 182)
and Corey Noble (5-10, 242) re-
turn at right guard and tackle, re-
spectively. The other starting
linemen are senior center Bryan
Pasini (6-1, 180), senior guard
Mike Apostolovaki (8-1, 268), jun-
{or tackle Pete Moceri (6-4, 192)
and senlor tight end Dan Bojicic
(6-0, 182), a converted tackle and
co-captain along with Tokar.

Other line prospects are junior
center Mark Mason (5-9%, 163),
junior guards Mark Bewemitz (6-
38, 200) and Tim Jarvie (5-10%,
178), senior tackle Mike Enberg
(6.3, 196) and sophomore guards
Dave Dilworth (6-2, 167) and
Adam Tanielian (6-2, 217).

“What we have to do is diversi-
fy our offense so people can't tee-
off on us,” Niskanen said. “We
have to take the pressure off,
That's why it might be difficult if
you just run the footbali or pass
the football.

“Wo can run inside, run out-
side, run off tackle, run screens
and draws. People have to defense
us, We have the ability to sprint
poss, drop back and run play-ac-
tion.”

Turnovera have been a problem
for Farmington in the past, and
Niskanen believes the Falcons
will have a productive offense if
they con avold those mistakes.

“You just conch it,” he satd, “If
someone puts the ball on the
ground, I get after them. If you
don't, it becomes a habit. If they
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o ‘What we have to do Is diversify our offense
so poople can't tee off on us. We have to take

the pressure off.’

Lauri Niskanen
Falcons coash

lay it on the ground enough times,
1 tell them they'll be a lineman.”

The Falcons will play the same
52 defense and have returning
starters in Stan Lewis at free
safety, Ryan Lewis at Inside line-
backer and junior monster back
John Economy (5-5%, 146).

“John is not a big kid, but he'll
hit you,” Niskancn eaid. “When
we practice, he’s just plays de-
fense, We want him to perfect his
skills, and the more reps he can
get on defense the better player
he'l be.”

The defensive frant will have
junior Vernon Bronner (5.8%,
193) at nose guard, Noble and En-
berg at tackles, sophomore Jake
Siskosky (6-%4, 173) and junior
Corey Minous (6-0, 180) at inside
linebackers.

Bojicic is the other inside line-
backer, and the cornerbacks are
Prough and senior Robert
Lhamon (5-8, 155). Whitt and
junior Eric Rotenheber (610, 165)
‘algo can play in the sccondary,

“We'll angle and stunt; we'll
move them around; we can't just
line up,” Niskanen sald. “We'll
teach them and make them play-

ers.

“We just have to play aggres-
sively. If you can’t run or hit when
you get there, you can't play. We
can't afford to have people who
are timid on defense.”

Niskanen, who had a number of
conching jobs in the college ranks
and Canadian Football League
until he was 35, has encouraged
his players to set their goals high.
The Falcons open Friday night at
West Bloomfield,

“We have to win over half our
games,” he said. “We have to get
this thing rolling. Of the first
three games (also Walled Lake
Western and North Farmington),
we could win all three or lose all
three,

“We have to get some games
under our belt. I think team mo-
tale is great. The players have
worked hard and done everything
we've nsked of them.”
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The shock, the anguish, the damage —the results of a crash far outweigh the
time you save by driving fast. 1t's a fact ihat your chances of hitting someone or
something Increase 2s you exoced the speed limis, A crash Like this can happen

in 2 heartbeat. And when it does, 1t will change your Ufe forever.
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