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The year is

1962, & more in-

nocont time,

Millions of 18-

year-old boys

think of Marilyn

goddess of their

dregms, but only three of them

plan to tell her in person in “Cal-

endai Glrl," opening Sept. 3 at
suburban movie theaters.

The determined trio — Roy
Darpinian (Jason Pricstley), the
self;gppointed leader and the one
with an endless supply of smooth
talk ‘and ecrazy Ideas; Scott Fore-
man {Jorry O’Connell), & born fol-
lower and auch a dead-ringer for
Howdy Doody, right down to his
wogden leg, that his nickname is
“Thg Dood™; and sensitive, prag-
matic, eternally buttoned.down
Ned Bleuer (Gabriel Olde), &
walking encyclopedia on Marilyn
Mogtiroo trivia.

Priestley, who stars in the Fox
telayjelon series “Beverly Hills
802_19.” makes his feature film
starring debut aa Roy Darpinian
in /Calendar Girl," o Columbia
Pictiires releass dirccted by John
Whilesell and written by Paul W,
Shapiro, Debbie Robins and Gary
Marsh aro the prod The ex-

mesmm— ) obon Tobolowal Indian
= PREVIEW Springs’ we!l-?n'nn&rlcld and un-
ut s it

£ ‘1 think Marllyn sym-  loonsharks. When they discover
bolizes that goal m:y':}:l unapproved l?‘r:-u, t;w (gnllo
that's up there forall  Fiin? fon"the homo of
of us, that If you want  Roy's Uncle Harvey (Joe Pantoli-
to go for but you're ?M)i; nnbnsrllrli‘r;g ncltur/flom‘il,}‘l«
ing bomb shelter saleaman wino

afrald to because If  jives in the Hollywood bills.
you fall, you're gonna After trinls and some disap-
fool llke an Idiot. So,  Dointments, the three bovs must
Roy forces them all 0 tiic silgimage. “They have to
take the leap of falth, complete the transition into be-
th t]um from bel g’ coming men,” snid Priestley.
a p from beln . .
“But they hava to do it together
boys to becoming and they're really bonded for life.”
men.’ Throughout the chaos that en-

Jason Priestley
starring as Roy

a shoo-in, As their friendship en-
dures, the boys discover the
wonders of women at 12, specifi-
cally in the form of Marllyn Mon.
roe's nude calendar — “Mies
Golden Dreams.”

LAt 18, the three friends find

ccu’ ve producers are Penny Mar-
shall and Elliot Abbott.

o music present throughout -

“Calendar Girl"” intertwines origi-
nal hita by such R&B legends as
Otls Redding (“Respect”), Ray
Charles (“What'd I Say"), Wilson
Pickett (“Don’t Fight It") and
Peggy Lee (“Fever®).

Priestloy got to achieve & musi-
cal.dream when he found himself
singing with Chubby Checker,
who makes a cameo appearance in
the film.

Roy, Ned and Scott first meet
at 2 Howdy Doody lookalike com-
petition in which Scott scems like

‘Son
I'm not a great

fan of “Pink
Panther” mov-
ies, But after
watching the
slapdash new
“Son of the Pink
Panther,” cven I
. ?mx;d noéhhlglc
o JoHn for 'eter Sellers
— who died in
MONAGHAN ‘1982,  taking
most of French detective
Clouseau’s charms with him.
And it's a shame too, because
“Son" marks the first American
starring vehicle for Italien film
clown Roberto Benigni. The
horse-faced comic had mo in
stitches in the Jim Jarmusch
moviea — 05 an escaped convict
in' “Down By Law,” and a8 a
pumpkin-loving cab driver in
“Night on Earth.”

L

- “SOH OF THE PINK PANTHER"

Roleased by: MGM [ United

Artists

Statring: Roberto Benigni, Her-
bett Lom, Claudia Cardinale,
Dcborah Farentino, Robert Davi
Dirsctod by: Blake Edwards
Produced by: Tony Adams
Written by: Blake Edwards,
Mddeline and Steve Sunshine
Witdle by: Henry Mancini
Ratod: PG (Some material may
ot be suitable for pre-teenogers.)
Rurining time: 93 minutes
Rating (out of a possible four):
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lves about to go in differ-
cnt directions: Roy into the Army,
]Scntt to the altar and Ned to col-
ego.

Using his usunl combination of
charm and intimidation, Roy con.
vinces them to take a weckend off
from their small Nevada town and
head for Hollywood in his father’s
borrowed sky blue Galaxle 500
convertible, Roy’s plan is simple:
they'll plant themselves at their
{dol's feet, or at lenst the foot of
her driveway If they can find it,
until she agrees to a date,

Their trip is unwittingly fi-
nanced by Roy's employers, the
Gello Brothers, (Kurt Fuller and
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Desperate  attempts to  win
laughe by falling off a bike or
singing opera off-key don't mean
that Benigni'a trying to fill shoes
too big for him or that he's even
wearing the wrong ones. With
someone other than Blake Ed-
wards behind the camera, “Son of
the Pink Panther” might be
something special,

"The title sequence finds Bobby
McFerrin performing an a cappel-
1a version of Henry Mancini’s jaz-
2y "Panther” theme, Dodging the
converging names on the credits,
animated versions of the Panther
and Clouseau yuk it up in a movie
studlo recording suite.

This may be the only clever
moment in the movie, which
quickly moves into James Bond
territory with an internotional
terrorist {Robert Davi, who
played 007's drug-lord nemesia in
“License to Kill”) kidnapping a
weautiful princess (Deborah
Farentino).

The actlon is brutal and the
body count surprisingly high for a
movie supposedly aimed at family
audlences,

Herbert Lom returna for a sev-
enth time as Commissioner
Dreyfus, who usually ends up in
the hospital as a result of

If you've acen o new movie
lately, either good or bad, we
want fo hear from you.

Call Keely Wygonik, Enter-
tainment editor, 953-21085,
to comment on newly released ©LJ
mavies, If you reach her voice
mail, leave your commente,
name, city and day-time phone
number. To fax comments,
£91-7279. Or write: Entertain-
ment Editor, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonic, MI 48160,
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sues, the boys somehow manage
to salvago the dream that brought
them to Hollywood in the first
place — the opportunity to meet
Marilyn Monroe.

“Marilyn is the ultimate,” said
director John Whitesell, “Reach-
Ing her is like reaching Mount
Olympus, and if they can just
touch her, they take themselves
out of being ordinary and make
themselves extraordinary.”

“I think Marilyn symbolizes
that goal that's up there for all of
us,” sald Prieatley, “that if you
want to go for but you're afraid to
because if you fail, you’re gonna
feel like an idiot, So, Roy forces
them all to take the leap of faith,
that jump from being boys to be.
coming men.”

“Calendar Girl” opens Friday at
these suburban movie theaters:
AMC Abbey, AMC Southfield
City, AMC Wonderland, Show-
case Sterling, Showcase Dearborn,
Showcase Westland, Showcase
Auburn Hills, United Artists 12
Oaks, United Artists West River,
Star Winchester.

| What can you say ahout a movie where the
blggest laughs come from a poodie who rides

on strangers’ legs?

Clouscau’s clumsiness. The part
is softened considerably here, of-
fering love Interest with Claudia
Cardinale (as Clouseau’s mother)
almost as an appensement for
past abuses.

He's still knocked around plen-
ty, including the time when he
jumps off a dock after a drowning
Clouseau, The bit isn’t funny be-
cause they ore standing in knee-
deep water. It's funny because
this big-budget albatross, which
can afford to shoot in five differ
ent countries, can't even disguise
the wet suit beneath Lom’s soggy
shirt and tle.

The intentional humor In “Son
of the Pink Panther™ isn’t nearly

a8 interesting. What can you say
about a movie where the biggest
laughs come from a poodle who
ridea on strangers’ legs?
Director Edwards, who
launched the “Panther” movies
30 years ago, has lonc'eny sense of

direct mediocre comedies that
still prove gold at the box office.

He and the series may have met
their match with “Son of the Pink
Panther,” which, If there’s any
justice at all, should prove one of
the summer's biggest bombs,

“Son of the Pink Panther" is
now playing at these suburban
theaters: AMC Laurel Park,
Showcase Pontiac, AMC Abbey 8,
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Dream seekers: Jerry O'Connell (left), Gabriel Oldsand Jason Priestley star in the
comedy “Calendar Girl,” a Columbia Pictures release.

of the Pink Panther’ falls prey to bad direction

Showcase Westland, Star Win.
chester 8, AMC Americana West,

Showecase Auburn Hills, United .

Artists 12 Qaks.

To leave a message for John
Monoghan, dial 953-2047, mail-
box number 1866, on a Touch-
Tone phone, fox him a note at
8§81-7279, or write him in care of
Entertainment, Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48160, )

comic timing, i n tho ac-
tion-packed Bondian climax at a
Middlo-Enstern fortress, Turn off
Mancini's musical score and
you'd see how clunky the film.
making really is,

But hasn't this always been the
schtick with the “Panther" mov-
iea? Just as Clousenu can bumble
his way through any case and
como out a hero, 80 can Edwards
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