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+ Tho panclists at U.S, Rep. Joe Knol-

lenberg’s forum on health care Mondaoy
. had one big thing in common: They don't
‘like President Bill Clinton’s gestating
. health care plan, :

‘The panel spoko to a crowd of mora
than 350 businesa persons and doctors nt
: Glen Oaks golf course in Farmington

Hills,

“The federal programs we already have
(Medicare, Medicald, et. al.) are the pro-
grams that have meased up the system,”
said Jack Strayer, the director of federal

-affalrs for the Council for Affordable

Health Insurance, representing 30 health

, insurance companlea, .

“How does it help Americans to pro.
‘vide them health insurance and deny
‘them jobs?” said Nancy McKeague, di-
_rector of government relations for the

Michigan Chamber of Commerce,

. “The Clinton Adminiatration does not
believe that the marketplace will keep

, costs down. It's difficult to see where the
..market is left in ‘'managed
; competition,'” soid Susan Adelman, a

Engler appoints former judge

of the

and past
Michigan State Medical Society.
“Bureaucracy and waste go hand in
hand with the federal g

called “health care ailiances” negotiate
deals with health care providera to buy
insurance. “You then have ono regional
system which ia no differ-

an
health care,” sald Karl Albrecht, a vico
pregident with Action Benefita Co. of
Southfield.

Knollenberg keeps cool

Knollenberg, o Republican who often
fssucs press releases denouncing Clinton
Administration policles, emceed the fo-
rum n staid, non-acerbic atyle, leaving
the criticlsm to his panelists.

Adelmon, who was part of a 47-mem-
ber Health Professionala Review Group
that critiqued the work of Hillary 'Cl'lr:-

ent from Canada,” she eaid. “The cholce
will be the chofce of heaith care plans,
not doctora.”

Government’s to blame

Albrecht, the insurance company vico
preaident, said the main cause of rising
health care coats is that the federal gov-
emment doesn't reimburse doctors 100
percent for scrvices provided under
Medicaro and Medicald, Doctors and
hm;pimln,L he said, mglu up the difference

ton'a Health Care Task Force,
knows more than the other three panel-
ists what form the ultimate Clinton plan
will take,

Although “it’s difficult to see what's
going to come out at the end of the grind-
er,” she snid, “the syatem I saw in Wash-
ington is a one-payer syatem.”

Adelman enticipates a system where
one or several government organtzations

by insul pa-

tients, -

“If the federal government docsn't pay
ita fnir share, that’s going to show up in
all of our premiums,” he sald.

Neither is Albrecht confident that the
Clinton Administration will design a
good plan. “They have a tendency to piay
games, and there's only one Joc (Knol-
lenberg) to protect us up there,” he eaid.

Clinton health care plan is bad news, panelists say

Oxymorons in Wi

McKeague, the chamber of commerce
government relations director, sald the
term “mannged competition” in health
care {8 an oxymoron. “Business needs in-
centives not mnndates,” sho sald, and
the Clinton Administration only “pre.
tends to be scnsitive to the needs of
small business.” .

Strayer, the insurance industry lobby-
ist, said “the real problem with American
health care is American people.”

In the current health-care eystem,
Strayer said, patients are like pets who
don't know or care how much their medi.
cal bills are. The insurance companies
aro like pet owners who pay the bills. “I
think it's time we become a big dog and
begin controlling medical costs,” he said.

To that end, Strayer recommends
something called a “medical IRA” that

lividuals would ritn helore.t,
income to, then use the savings to pay
medical billa, Only after a certain thresh-
old s reached (Strayer suggests $3,000)
would tradit{ional insurance kick in and
pay the rest.

n essence, it's a $3,000 deductible, but

would be itted to keep
the medical IRA money they don’t spend.

*Killing small business’

Lois Grant, who works for Realtron-of
Redford, liked what she heard the panel-
iste say. Increnses in the cost of health
insurance are “killing small business,”
she sald, but the Clinton plan is a no:win
situation, war

Rudy Gethard is & co-owner<'of '8
Industries in Farmi Hills.

Viscount pays more then $10,000.a
month for the health ineurance of 28.em-
ployees. - :
And if the cost keeps rising? “We el-
ther charge for it, or we makoe less money,
or we go out of business,” Gerhard said.
“ hope somebody can come up with-a
solution.” - k
Richard Helppic, the preaident of Su-
perior Consul! Co, of Farmi
Hills, joined everyono else in criticizing
Clinton’s plan. Rather than simplifying
the system, Helpple said, the plan will .
add another layer of bureaucracy, “It's
crazy,” he sald.

Girl Scouts honor 6 area women

fto Michigan Board of Ethics

BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
“ - BYAFF WRITER
' Furmer Oakland County Cir-
cuit Judge Alice Gilbert has been
appointed by Gov, John Engler to
the state board of ethics,
The board’s duty is to hear and
investigate complaints nbout
.uncthical conduct by the state

spokesman for Engler. The board
issues six to eight “advisory opin-
ions” a year, and the recommen-
dations are usually followed,
Truscatt said, Gilbert's term on
the board begins immediately and
expires Feb. 7, 1997,

Gilbert, 60, n_\'«Vent Bloamﬂc!d

4 P

serves aa counsel to the law firm
of Hyman & Lippitt. Before that
she was a circuit judge from 1976
to 1992, when she resigned to run
for U.S, congress.

Six area women were recently
honored by the Northern Oak-
land Girl Scout Council at the
“Women of Distinction Golf
Classic” fund-ralsing event.

ey are:
M Marilyn J. Dumas, a veteran
vulun}eer. first and ‘l;qu‘m':ling

Infant Death Association,
Farmington Hills, .

S Jean Hanaen, president and
CEO of Hansen & Associates
law firm and Advancier's Inter-
national Ltd,, Bloomficld Hills.
R Maria E. Leonhauser, corpo-

M Alice F. Sleloff, president,

publisher and editor-in-chief of

Metropolitan Woman Maga-

zine, Southfield. .

M Judge Hilda Gage, Oakland
, County Circuit Court. .

M Jeanette Morrison-Marks,

rate public relati
Volk of America Inc.,

of the
Chapter of the National Sudden

for V
Auburm Hills.

Fund Di United Way
of Oakland County (1944-1993),
Clarkston. (Posthumously.)

“I'm pleased that the
has confidance in my ability to

government's 60,000 employces, handle ethical issues for state em- (" A
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