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Opinions clash at area education reform forum

“BYTiM RICHARD

S 'AY? WRITER

* In the challengor’s corner woro
vuucher fans calling for schools of
cholce, lower teacher pay, Latin

Arlstotle, Plutonius,” anld ‘Troy

won't mnke it Wu kid ourselves if
wo think

mather Charleno Fi

Sho snld the atate should as-
sign schools $2,000 and reward
successful schools whose puplils

and Greek, parental control, exceed minlmum state assess-
. In the defending champ's cor- menta with more money.

ner were Michigan busi and C d Dante Lanzetta, for-
the current educational establish- mer Birmingk mayor who
fment pushing omployability works in survoy research: “Ask
gkla. any parent {f he really wants ‘a

: In center ring wero the referces
.aix Republican state senators

child to go into thu wurld with a
‘They

“Teachera aro tho only peoplo I

“know who have a large advisory

group - people who would not
dream of telling & surgoon or auto
mechanic what to do, but will tell
the teacher how to teach.”

Progress already
“We've already made mojor ed-
ucnllonnl reforms,” sald Domthy
former R

16th-century

and a
education reform In thn wake of
thelr repeal of $6 billlon in local
property tax revenues.

. *l have very mixed emotions
ebout ‘choles’ or voucher,” said
Rep. Shirley Johnson, R-Rnynl
Oalk, whose district includes part
of Troy, Citing her own father
(fourth grade) and mother (elghth
grade), the veteran lawmaker
asked: “How do you have schools
of cholce and Include all children?
Not all parents care, And those
that do care can't always provide
Lrnmpomtlon."

* The GOP hearing drow more
than 300 combatants and specta-
tors Tuesday evening to the
steamy auditorium of Royal Qal's
Kimball High.

Focus: vouchera

. Center of discussion was the
voucher system, prohibited in
1970 when voters amonded the
stats constitution. With vouchers,
state money would follow a pupit
into any school, public
proprietary or religious. Support.
era seo it an a way to keep kids out
of the state’s employability cur-
riculum and away from outcomes
based testing.

“I'm dislllusioned,” said Bir-
mingham mother Carol L, Pope,
chair of Friends of Michigan
Schools in Oakland County. She
deplored public achools’ empha-
sis on “attitudes, not cognitive
skills; social-behavioral and atti-
tudinal outcomes, It'a more polit.
lga! t}mn cdu_cat!n.nnl,"wl‘ha sa'id,

Association union had taken over
school reform. “Get that solld
core curriculum,” Pope told
lawmakers, But she was hooted
when she charged public school
teachers are making “$43 an hour
for part-time work."”

“Go back to classical education
.— Greek and Romen philoso.
phers, logic, math, Tacitus, Plato,
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school board member now In her
second term on the State Board of
Education,

Business, industry and univer-
sity educators contributed to the
massive research boao that went
into the model curriculum, she
said. “The employability skills
profilo was developed by busi-
ness,” Beardmore added.

Beardmore, one of the GOP's
chief movers and ahakera on edu-
cational change, said Michigan

has moved toward re-cortification
of teachers every five years and
identified entry-level standards
for now teachora,

Asked why 8o many community
college students neced remedial
work, Beardmore sald, ‘“Those
sludunu do know tho basica —

divide.

changed.”

MEAP (Michigan Educational
Assessment Program) hos boen
changed to emphasizo . problem
solving rather petforming individ.
ual stepa.

John Richter, a Southfield em:
ploycr who has interviewed 40 jot
ngreed with Beard:

add,
But to use that knowledge — they
haven't learned. They may not
know which thoy should do, That
is why the MEAP testa have been

more that job ucekers often don't
know which atep porform.
“They can't !hinl: lcgically.' he

sald,
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