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POINTS OF VIEW

Stand up to ‘marauding’ state legislators

he legislators are coming! The
logialators are coming! Cnce
again it is time fora call to

arms,
Local financing and local control of
public pducation has been swept away
by the state. How will financing and
* control be redofined? Will you stand
up and be counted? Oz will you stand
on the side of the road and let the legis-
lators maraud through our district?
I ask that you consider what can be
. expected from our state legislators and
- how you perceive Farmington Public
- Schools, If you decide that Farmington
. Public Schools has a good program and
! that you want o retain your ability to
. have an impact on it, then now is the
. time to join forces and face the legiala.

* tors,
Call, write, visit, or {nx our local leg-
islators and all of the legisl, on the

to selectively renege on their financial d ting 1 districts’ -

i d obligati Cripple GUEST COLUMNIST ::‘nde procesnon.ocal demo
the few, to throw penniea at tho many. * 1 also ask you to evaluate Farming-
Yet another band-aid . ton Public Schools and your desire to

A band-aid approach has been re- have both a voice and an impact on its

peated yoar in and year out while the
state avoids legislating and gonorates
ballot issues instead.

1 ask that you examine tho role of tho
stato in public education. What de you
think it should be? And what are the

;:)loel?r l.and ;hnr[‘)ln n of {mflr
ef on the financing and control o
pu%}llc education? & sl J DavID YORK |
o atate ia responsible to ita citi.
zena to ensure that thoy all recefve the Iocal distlcta.
opportunity to becomo educated to ttie | State should be ally
ini level. That thility The state should not interfere with a
translates directly to funding. A state Jocal district’s domocratically deter-
ibility of & mini dard mined choices on how to educate chil-

requires state ﬁ;\ndjlng to achieve that

school finance committees and educa-
. tion committees, And don’t forget our
governor.

Can we oxpect equality and fairness
for Farmington? The last four years of
Rabin Hood and recapture suggest not.

The jus'.'pasasd 19?3/94 Echool aid bill
o Tor e

isa
like Farmington,

Because our community has madea
democratic choice to support their chil-
dren's education, the state has chosen

‘This has had two direct consequenc.
es. The funding must come from a
atato levy and the funds must be dis.
tributed to all children in the state,

Likewise, a rejspgnalhility for th'e

operation. Does Farmington havea
good program?

In Farmington, I have found & belief
and commitment that every child can
learn, In Farmington, I have found a
school system on a steady march, mov-
ing to the type of school system where
evory child can learn.

}lelm-salvom and self-reliant individu-
a, - .
R@gemh nn}l experia'nuj. !da;nlfx the

those ekills in our students. Farming-
ton Public Schools {s moving tow:
the day when thoss teaching practjces
will be found in every claseroom in the
district. N
Farmington Public S8chools is mov-
ing toward the day when we evalgate -«
every classroom based on how research
and experience has identified what -
thoes cl should look lie.

There is a lot of work i 1. New
lationships need to be developed and
hera and stud hers and

Trmint: tonch,

and parents,

central administration and individual

schools, and administration, the asso-
tations, and the i

dren boyond the state’s mini
standard. Just the opposite, the stato

Focus an students ~

should be an ally in the protection of
tho local district’s d tic p

es.

1 view the stato's rolo to be defined
by and limited to the setting of a mini-
mum dard, the fi ing of

ly
to the delineation of control. The state
should only exerclae enough control to
ensure attai of the mini

oran
equel opportunity to achieve that stan-
dard for overy student in the state,
Tibing tho eval of the attain.

]
standard. Beyond this point, education

financing and control should be left to

ment of the minimun standard, ex-
ercising the minimum control required
to ensure attainment of that standard,

n 1 have found a con-
sistent ang deep-rooted guiding focus
— the children. Farmington Public
Schools hes identified the knowledge
and skills to be developed in our stu-
dents,

1 belive in thoso skilla because the
marketplace is using those skills today
to acreen job applicants and use
only with those ekills will we have citi-

20n8 who are critical thinkers, prob-

‘When I read or listen to the rdasons’
given to take drastic action wil public -
schools, I do not read or hear a dosczip-
tion of the Farmington Public School
system. I do not read or hear o descrip-
tion of many of our classrooms across
the district.

Where drastic actlon is called for, by
all means take it. But where support: .
and adjustment is needed, drastic ac_::
tion is usually counterproductive and -
results in major setbacks. A

The state has wiped the slate clean.
Stap, think, study, and then decide !+
what you think is best. !

Then, let our legislators know what
you think. Your voices need to heard,

David York, a Farmington Hills resi-

* dent, was elected to the Farmington,

Board of Education last June.

Brochures show continuing ed is alive and well

verything’s up to dato at the lo-

cal community collegos — Oak-

1and and Schoolcraft. You can
tell from the catalogs from OCC's
Orchard Ridge Campus and School-
craft's two campuses for their "contin.
uing education” classes,

They don't call it “adult ed” any
more. Some courses are for kids. More-
over, many older adults take regular
credit courses to earn associate de-
grecs. Half the graduating students at
our community colleges have grey tem-
ples and bifocals,

‘When he was chancellor at OCC,
Steve Nicholson used to say that com-
munity colleges enroll more people
with bachelor’s degrees than graduste
schools,

Looking at the brochures, you can
see why.

0OCC's Womencenter has a serles

Summer’s end sheds light (===
on mistrust of lawyers

L

abor Day in Michigan always gives me a
slightly sad feeling, a regretful look back-
ward at summer’s coming to an end.

The corn may be ripe, the tomatoes luscious.
But the rich gold light wo get at this time of
year always comes to me tinged with the hollow
sound of thoe cicadas. :

And for those who shut down their cabins Up
North over the weekend, the lnst slap of the
sereen door closes out another summer aeason.

1 spent some time this summer at our cabin
in the Upper Peninaula, five miles from the

that ia realistic if depressing: legal clin-
ic, divorce suppott group, incest survie
vor support group, math anxiety for
women, :'uwnde(‘li and moving on,”

" and d o Iy

There's a page of social and religious
conaciousness activities: work ina
soup kitchen, nonviolent conflict reso-
lution, global awareness lecturcs, even
retreats conducted by Catholic priesta.

A series of concarts features artista
from Spain, France, Brazil, Germany
and Iarael. That would be eye-opening.
In the U.S., our classical music tastes
are oriented toward northern Europe,
and woe neglect a lot of superb Latin
American musie.

Thore are long lista of courses in the
real estate and insurance fields; per-
sonal finance courses; and the inevita-
ble computer courses on systems, word
processors, spread sheets, graphics and

M RICHARD'

publishing,

Besldes the traditional arta and
crafts courses, OCC has one on “mar-
keting your arte & crafta,”

There are a couple of pages of gour-
met dinner offerings and culinary arts
courses that seem to add inches to your
waistline just reading about them, fol-

lowed by two more pages of fitness and
recreation classes,
Traveling? Study Italian and Rus-

columns. The culinary basics has new
offerings on European bread making -

and pasta cooking along with thoreli-
able courses in wild game pre;zAfatlnn.- :

sian,

Schoolcraft, under F Dick
McDowell, ia keenly aware of how
many people are getting out of the cor-
porate rat race and into their own busi-
nessea, Four new couraes are: employ-
ment law, creating employee hand-
books, discrimination in the
workplace, sexual harassment in the
workplace and tho Family Leave and
Medical Act and the Americans with

veg cuisine and “ch )
chocolate, chocolate.” I don’t dare even
look at the gourmet dinners.
Schooleraft’s most famous peraonage
may woll be Don Morelock, whe teach-
s plano teachers, The music program
has a youth piano project, guitar, opera
and community choir courses. -
‘We don’t cover it much in a commu-.
nity but there's a big har-

Disabilities Act.

That's followed by a column on
starting a business, what it takes to
“make it big,” franchiaing, finding cap-
ital and (get this) “taking your busi-
ness global.”

Scheoleraft’s folks must have been

reading our Barry Franklin's fitness

ness racing industry out here, 80
Schoolcraft has 11 appropriate courses,
including hoof care.

Your brochures should have arrived
during August in the mail. If you lost it,
call OCC’s continuing ed office at 471-
7520 and Schoolcraft’s at 462-4400.
You'll want to look at both.

acn from

Pow

nearest phone. the

Tigers atill are not quite in contention.

And thanks to Dick Aginian’s auto accident
in Florida, I know trial lawyers still infest the

land.

Dick ia president and CEO of the company
that owns this newspaper. A perverso fellow, he
took part of his vacation thie year in Florida,
whero an elderly gentloman swerved his car
across the median and slammed into the front

end of Dick's. .

Dick and Diane, his wife, are a bit bruised
. but OK. Upon their retum to Michigan, they
started getting a lot of mall from the Florida
ambulance-chasers, Dick shared some with mo.

One outstanding example was a slick, four-
color brochure featuring a amiling lawyer Mn‘nd-

- ing before what looks like a law library.

. The accompanying lotter urged Dick to rotain

. - tho lawyer: “My job as YOUR Accident Attor-

* ey s to quickly obtain compensation for such

oxponses as ambulance bills, hospital bills, doc-

tor bills, loat wages, rental car expeneos, and

property damage . . « Excopt for costs, 1 recoive
)

to the hurly-burly of
the real world rcassured me that life hadn’t
changed that much while [ was out of touch.

The politicians still are fussing and fuming
about taxes and school quality. The UAW and
tho auto industry still are negotiating. The

no
DAMAGES!" .

ney. Do not hesitate to calll”

Florida bar.)

than it is here in Michigan,

air bag,
It's good to be back. .

fees unless YOU RECOVER

Another letter ended in boldface type: “Pro-
tect your rights, speak to no one but an attor-

Evidently, the good ol’ bays in Florida have
quite a syatom worked out. A publication called
the Florida Roporter scans newspapers and
other public records and printa the names and
addreasos of people who have had accidents.
Then the ambulance chasers go to work.

(For the record, the correct term for the activi-
ty of encouraging peoplo to sua others is “su-
born.” For most lawycrs, it has a fairly unothi.
cal ring to it, evidontly unheard in parts of tho

Poraistent readors of this column will recall
my general views about lawyers in genoral and
the plaintiff's bar in particular. I'm glad to sco
the problem is, if anything, worse in Florida

Let the record also show that Dick and Diane
aurvived a head-on collision with only minor
scrapes and bruises, thanks to seat belts and an

Buckle "om up! Hope you.had a safo holiday.
Phil Power is chairman of the company that

owna this newspaper, His voice mail telephone
number is (313) 963-2047 ext. 1881,
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Single Polnt Ministries warmly invites you to share in our

DIVORCE RECOVERY WORKSHOP

Fall Sesslons run from

Sept. 16th - Oct, 28th » 7:00 - 9:30 p.m.
2 at WARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Single..,

12 miles N of 1:96 on Famington Road at Sux Mile Roadi
A Nominal $25 per person donation is requested

i 4221854

count...

Your opinions Tl us and your ncighbors what you think sbout the opinions
expressed by writing a lettor to the editor at: The Observer,
21898 Farmington Road, Farmington 46336, Or, if you have a-
‘Touch<Tone® phone, you can leave a voico mail message for our

LET'S GET AMERICA WORKING!

WE'RE SALUTING THE AMERICAN WORKER WITH A SPECIAL

Two Days for the Price of One Sale!

- When you place a Help Wanted Display* Advertisement

. (Classification #500-523), your ad will be repeated in the next
Issug at absolutely no charga to you!

Here Is your opportunity to reach more than one quarter

mitlion adult readers—the finest suburban market In
Michigan—at a substantial savings! But hurry, this offer Is good
only through Thursday, September 30, 1993
" 'Our staif of experlenced professlonals will assist you in
designing an ad that will attract the highly qualified people in

our circulation area.
*minimum 221" display od

TO FAX YOUR ADVERTISEMENT:
{013) 953.2232
Cal24 Hours A Day .
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