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Being volunteer golf official
has rewards for Hills woman

BY CORRINE ABATT
BTAYY Wares

A career in the game of golf, in
the usual sense, means being a
teaching pro, a club pro, & touring
pro or a combination of all three,
But Jeanne Myers of Farmington
Hills has a golf career that docsn’t
include any of the abave.

Her expertise runs to rating goll
courses far degree of difficulty
and working as a rules expert for
tournaments, In the past year,
she’s also become a famous, or in-
famous, as the author of the Eq-
uitable Stroke Control handicap-
ping system, adopted this year by
the USGA after two yeara of re-
search and intense study. Her
system was chosen from about
holf a dozen presented to the
USGA by mombers of the wome.
en's and men's handlcap proce-
dure committecs.

“It hes created a horriblo situa-
tion, The handicap research team
soys it worke, but I've been get-
ting a lot of flack, The old system
was too strict, keeping handlcaps
too low. Under the new system,
handicaps will go up a little, but I
hadn't any idea this was going to
turn into such a brouhahs,”

But, all the time she is talking
about the hate mail she recoives
(through the USGA office) about
her Equitable Stroke Control, thia
attractive, middle-nge woman s
smiling, because she loves being
involved in golf. She must, be-
cause her almost constant effort
on ita behalf for seven months of
the year ie largely volunteer.

Myers took up golf In 1968 after
an injury forced her to give up
competitive tennia,

“I got into a golf career in 1983
when Michigan became an experi-
mental state for & new course rat-
ing system.” She took the classes
in rating offered by the Golf Asso-
clation of Michigan and has been
doing it ever since,

“There are about 800 golf
courses in Michigan and about
5§00 are rated. There are about 40
men and 20 women in the state
actively rating courses.”

d while it’s all volunteer, she
says getting to play the new
courses is a bonus, “rating are
whe.t players’ handicaps are based

n.
Myers, often accompanied by a

‘(The new handlcap
systoam) has created a
horrlble sltuation. The
handlcap research
team says It works,.
but I've been getting a
lot of flack. The old
system was too strict,
keeping handicaps
too low. Under the new
system, handicaps will
go up alittle, but |
hadn’t any ldea this
was golng to turn Into
such a brouhaha.’

Jeanne Myers
USGA golf official

rookie rater, will play the course
in the morning, have lunch, and
go back out and rate each hele for
a degree of difficulty on a scale of
0-10, considering such things as
trecs, bunkers, water hazards,
fairway width and general terrain,
‘The rating system is called Slope.

The two Michigan courses with
the highest rating — 143 — are
the new course at Indianwood
Golf and Country Club in Lake
Orion and The Beer at the Grand
Traverse Resort.

In this aren, her home course ia
Oakland Hiils, Up north, it's hard
for her to find o course she doesn't
like, but she rates the Little Trav.
erse Bay course in Harbor
Springs, with at least a dozen
wonderful views of the Bay, o8 the
“prattiest” and the new Fazio-de-
signed course at Treetops as *very
playable, very enjoyable.”” The
Legend ot Shanty Creek'is anoth-
cr of her favorites.

Myers isn't exactly sure why,
but she has always been interost.
ed in the rules of the game. She
attended o USGA rules workshop
and studies for several more
months before she took and
passed a tough 3%-hour rules
exam in 1986, She attends a re-
fresher workshop every other year
to brush up on the new decisions,

“The mission of the rules, set
by the USGA and The Royal and
Ancient Club of St. Andrews,

Scotland, is to maintain the sanc-
tity of the game, to keep the gamo
pure,” she says in ono of her moro
acrious moments,

At tournoments, she is uaually
one of 224 rules officials, ono for
each hole and six rovors. She docs
as many men's tournaments ae
women's and worked the Michi.
gan Open at Tho Bear this year (a
paying job). Admitting she may
have been an oddity when she
atarted, she says, “I've been doing
this since 1988 and now I'm very
well accepted and know many of
the players.”

She likes to quote a statoment
overheard at a tournament,
“Rules officiating is 99 percent
boredom and one percent sheer
terror.” She agrees completoly.

As a rules officlal at the NCAA
women's champlonship at Uni-
versity of Georgia carller this
summer, she observes, “There are
a lot of wonderful young women
golfers coming up.”

From her vantage point, Myers
says many players don't declere a
ball unplayable when it would be
advantageous to do so, that's
Rule 28 Ball Unplayable, with its
three important options. “That's
the first rule I'd study if T were
just starting.”

The third optlon is the one
players miss or forget about.

In an unplayable lie, the ball
may be moved back as far as de-
sired where it originally landed,
providing it is placed on direct
line with the hole and the place
where it originally landed (except
in a bunker). There's n penalty
stroke, but it may be better than
trying to hit in the middle of a
clump of trees, for instance.

As o tournament rules expert,
she says, "The thing I dislike
most {8 when I wind up giving a
penalty. I'm too soft-hearted.”
Then she happens to mention
she’s known on the circuit as
“mean Jeanne,” She says most
players don't play 100 percent by
the rules, nor does she when she
goes out to play for fun with hero
friends or husband, “I leave the
rules at home.”

But, rules, she says, are espe-
cially important when the pros
play, “Considering the money in-
volved, they've all gotta play the
same game."”

SWIMMING

WESTERN LAKES ACTIVITIES ASSN,
ANNUAL GIRLS SWIMMNG RELAYS
(Thursday at Plymouth Salem)
TEAM SCORING

LUivonla Stevenson, 269; 2.

RELAY RESULTS

400-meter madiay: 1. Stovenson (Koily
Cadisle, Helena Daltas, Mandl Fatx and Jen.
gl{ﬁ Nemen), 4:16.02; 2, Canton, lﬂl.g?;
3 4:37.03; 3

Gionn, 3; 4. Norhle, 4:38.11
. Solem, 4:39.20: 6. N. Famingion,
44580; 7. Famingion, 4:57.02i 6.

Churetl, 5:03.76; 9. Hamson, 8:12.80.
U

Spartans win relays title

By DAN O'MEARA -

BrAr? WRITER -

" Conch Greg Phill and his Live-
nia Stevenson awimmem wure
pleased to win the girls presenson
Western Lakes Activities Assocl-
atlon reloys for the third straight
year Thuraday.

But, frankly, the Spartans, with
a powcrhouse team, already have
their sights sct on bigger objee-
tives,

“This ond the league meot are
stepping stones to our ultimato
gonl,” Phill sald. “They glve four
trophies now and our goal is to
bring one home from the state
meet this year.”

Stevenson, the favorite aleo to
win a third straight WLAA cham-
pionship in November, won five of
10 events at Plymouth Salem and
the relays title by 40 points over
three-tl Plymouth

200 butterfin Stevenson (Hokne Dal-
1ay, Jube Gatlaghor, Jamie Hitiard and Gina
imes), 1:63.86; 2, H. Famington,

t, 2:01.28; 4. Nodh-

. N. Famingten (( Tenod
and Elyso Tumed, 448.15; 2. Conton,
358.85; 3, Salerm, 344.55; 4. Stovenson,
339, Norhvite, 331.45; 0, Hamtson,
. Farmingion, 254.05; 8, Church-

400 Individual medley: 1. Canton (il
Bamas, Sary Lavson, J0l Malis ond Jennifer

6:00.52; 7, Famington,
L, 6:59,76; 9, Churchld, 7:
200 mediey: 1. Northvila

Cara Koroud, Reng Tomlinson and Jaimo
Stauch), 1:48.17; 2. N. Famington,
1:48.93; 3. Stevenson, 1:50.51; 4. Can.
on, 1:f Sajem, 1: Ham.
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your sister. ..

(313) 855-0010

Who are the Mentally 1I?

. We are your brother. ..
the man across the street. ..

the person next to you in the pew. ..

and some of us are homeless.

STATE ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALLY ILL OF MICHIGAN

ALLIANCE FOR THE MENTALL ILL OF SUBURBAN WEST
11677 Besch Daly, Redford, Mi 48239 (313) 937-9500 °

Your: call could
make history.

Right now, if you call
us, you'll be helping us find
parts of our history we're
missing. It's all part of our
75th Anniversary
celebration,
Give usaring.
Itcouldben
historic moment §
for all of us,

The Easter Seal Story Search
1-800-STOR!ES (Voice or THD}

Canton, 269-229.

The order of finish was North
Farmington, Northville, Salem,
Livonia Churchill, Farmingten,
Farmington Hills Harrison, West-
and John Glenn and Livonia
Fronklin, Walled Lake did not
participate,

‘The Spartans were firat.in the
400-meter  medloy, 200
brenststroke, 200 backstroke, 200
butterfly and 500 crescendo re-
lays.

Kelly Carlisle, Helene Dallas,
Mandi Falk, Jennifer Nemer,
Gina Pulmerl and Anne Aristco
were on two winning relays each,
Contributing to one victory apiece
were Heather Dallas, Both
DeWolf, Jill Knapp, Julie Gal.
lagher, Jamie Hilliard, Karin Car.
liste, Lynn Knapp and Tina
Caranicolas.

“Everybody had a successful
meet,” Phill said, adding he
didn't lvad any one relay. “I can't
think of one awim that waen't a
very, very nice swim.”

“All our ruleys wero good, but §
didn't have my top four girls in
ane ovent. We just swam real well
today.”

With a chance to do well in
state competition, Phill haa start.
ed early to prepare his team for
that challenge. :

“We've taken the attitude our
league is not our goal this year,”
he sald. “We have to feel we've
reached supremacy In our league,
and it's time to move on to do
something at state, :

“That's ail we're gearing for,
even with the younger kids. We
want to get them to strive for &
higher level instead of bringing
the older kids down to a lower
level.” .

North Farmington’s Mandy
Terrell and Elyse Turner won the
diving competition, :
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This al protndatas s public arvice by the puipier.

2 Nights at Sugar Loaf Resort
All-You-Can-Eat

Breakfasts & Dinners

Great Fundraising Incentives
30 & 50 mile routes in some of
Michigan's most scenlc areas!
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THEeTHEATRE

See what really made the twenties roar in the

Call 1-(800)-678-LUNG for event details or to register!

it's not too late to subscribe: .
Get 6 shows for the priceiof 5!
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SURSCRIBE NOW AND SAYT(
1y .

19400 10500

E tap-happlest show of 93-'941 10400 10500

4 “Diamonds Are A Grl's Best Friend” TS0 15000

 “Alittle Girl From Little Rock® ° - 115 100

. - .

0150 1500

* OPENS SEPTEMBER 14 * |48 00 1130
Tickets on Sale Now (313) 644-3533 T e e

Groups of 20 or more (313) 644-3376
SRES IR )



