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Baton from page 13A

“1 had to practice eight hours a
day, seven days a week all sum.
mer to achfeve this title, but it
was worth it,” Svoboda sald. “My
goal now is to become the Ma-
jorette Queen of America (DMA's
top honor) when I am 18.”
 Svoboda, who has been a stue
‘dent of Skarvi for eight years, won
the Little Majorette Princess of
America title in the elita division
when she was 10 years old. The
next year, at age 11, she won the
Petitc Majorette Princesa of
America, aleo in the elite division,
. Other local winners in the
DMA competition are Jessica
Carps, 12, of Farmington Hills, a
soventh grader at East Middle
School, and Kami Laura, 9, a fifth
‘grade student at Marshall Ele-
mentary School in Livonia. Both
won the I diata Det

gymnastics, dancing and model-
ing. It is ono of the safest sports
(although it can result in muscle
strains, hroken fingers and
blisters), but it does require lots
of practice to achieve success.”

Practice is what helped Jessica
and Kami to win their national ti-
tles, Jessica spent up to 18 hours
a week practicing this summer,
while Kami, who has been taking
baton for just two years, spent aix
to seven hours a day fine-tuning
her akill,

“It takes dedication and hard
work to win,” says the students,
“And it requires having a good
teacher, like Derek.”

In addition to teaching baton at
OCC and through the Clarence-
ville Community Education pro-
gram, Slmrvjl’la' a student in the

Princess title, Jessica for the 11.
12 age group, Kami for ages 9-10.

According to Skarvi, twirlers
compete according to thelr ability
and oge with beginner being the
lowest skills level, then interme-
diate, advanced and elite. This
successful teacher reached the ul-
timate level herself in 1989 while
a student at Michigan State Uni.
versity when sha won the title of
Majorette Queen of America,

A former gymnost, Skarvi
switched to baton twirling when
she was 13,

“I didn't have the upper body
strength to continue in gymnas.
tics, so I sclected twirling because
it made use of many of my skills.
And T had alrend; blighed

aports prog| at
‘Wayne State University. Her goal
s to become 8 trainer and/or a
sports team rehabilitator.

This footbell season is Skarvi's
1nst of twirling for the Detroit Li-
ons. "After 10 years of doing this
(she started when sho was a jun-
jor in high achool), 1 declded it's
time to give others a chance,” she

anid.

According to Skarvi, no matter
what she does in the future, her 2 . . .
1ife will include teaching baton L 3 s 7 \

twirling. “I enjoy watching my
students advance and knowing

that T have hod a small part in  Snowing her stuff: Tuwirler Jessica Carps, 12, of Farmington Hills, right, puts on some moves for instructor Derek

thelr success,” she anid. Shkarvi.

4
good practice habits, It was a good
switch."

Mickey Skarvi, Derek's mother
and a teacher in the Clarenceville
Distrlct, nasists her daughter with
the 25 baton studenta.

“My mother used to be a baton .

twirler and taught the sport. I'm
lucky to have her expertise and
support,” Derek Skarvi said.

‘1 really love teaching baton. It
is o great aport that combincs
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