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Get ready - it’s the month of the Harvest Moon

The remainder
of September is
where skywatch-
era will find the
major activity of

the month,
There will be a
nice triangular
formation In tho
morning sky, au-
. O :’ugn a{ﬂcinl}l‘y

egins for the

RA%ﬂvchn northern  homi-
—————— sphere, but the
Harvest Moon will be the
hightight in the sky.

Use binoculars and locate
bright Jupiter in the west. The
planet will be only four degrees
above the herizon. Mars will be
four degrees to the left of Jupiter,
and Spica will be four degrees to
the left of Mars,

The distance from Venus to Ro.
gulus will have decreased to ix
degrees on the morning of the
16th. Regulus will be rising high-
ér in the sky from morning to
morning, as if rushing up to meet
Venus. Venus will be directly
above Regulus on the moming of
the 19th,

Notice the waxing crescent
moon on the evening of the 20th,
‘The bright red star to the left of
the moon will be Antares, the
‘heart' of Scorpius the scorplon.
On the following ecvening the
maon will have passed Antares,

Venus and Regulus have their
close conjunction (grouping) on
the moming of the 21st. Venus
will be located one-half of a de-
gree to the left of the star, It
makes for an interesting sight.
Consider: Venus is closer to the
sun than the carth; Regulus s
light-years away, yet the two ap.
pear to be side by side. This is

SKV
WATCH

- SWiIM
POOL
COVER
SALE

Above Ground*

POOL REG. i
size cost SALE
16" $56 %42
18 62 47
24 100 75
24x16° 84 63
azrxie’ 104 78

Below Ground*
POOL REG.
-‘SIZE COST SAI-E

32'x16"
36'x18' 140  105.
40'x20° 170 128

Heavy Duty Vinyl
WATER BAGS
10’ Dauh!o ssan

7 *OTHER SIZES AVAILABLE

$110  $a3

739.5333
©.939:3131

398-4577 :
398-4626

;

obviously hn optical illullun,
don't fret about a “near miss” be-
tween the two objects.

The moon will be at first quar.
ter phose at 3:22 p.m. on the 22nd.
It will be found in the south after
sunset above the “spout” of the
“4capot” that marks the constel
Intion of Sagittarius tho archer.
On the following evening the
moon will bo above the “handle”
of tho “teapot.”

Dependlng on your personal
preference, you will oither be de-
lighted or dismayed at 8:22 p.m.
on Sept, 22, for that is when au-
tumn officlally begins for the
northorn hemisphere. What is it
that dotermines the oxact
moment? It's a combination of
the earth’s orbit and the tiit of its

8.

Earth is divided into northorn
and southern hemiapheres by the
equator, If this equator is extend.
ed out Into space it cuts the sky
into northern and southern
hemispheres, but now ita called

Because the axis of the earth {s
tilted 23.6 degrees, the sun can
oppear to be 23,6 degrecs above
the celestial equator or 23.5 de-
grees below it. When the sun fs ot
ita highest point north of the
colestial equator, we have sum-
mer. When the sun is at ita lowest
point, we have winter.

Obviously there are two spots
whero the sun must cross the
celestial equator, once when going
from above the equator to below,
and another golng from below to
above.

‘The precise moment, of the
crossover, going from north to
south, s when autumn officially
begins for the northern hemi-
sphere, The sun will rise due east
and set due west, Tho length of
the day end length of night are
nbout the same, so this {s called
the equinox, fmm the Latin term
for “equal night.”

Although we will be confronting
the start of autumn, people in the
southern hemisphere will be fac-

The distance from Venus to Re-
gulus will have Increased consid-
erably by the 25th; tho two objecu
will be five demn apart, As.Roe
gulus hes been climbing hlzhar
each morning, Venus hns been
dropping lower as it heads around
thosun, -

Look for the moon In the south-
east on the evening of the 26th,
The object five degrees directly
below it is Saturn, The moon will
appear to be full tonight, as well
as for the next several evenings,
but full moon doesn't officinlly
occur for four more days. On the
evening of the 26th the moon will
be 87 percent illuminated; on the
following evening it will be 92 per-
cent, and on the 28th it will be 97
percent, Close, but no chewing
gum. (People are giving up ci-
gars.} Even on the 28th, the moon,
99 percent illuminated, will not
officially be full,

‘The full moon officlally occurs
at 2:64 p.m. on Sept. 30 This is a
very special full moon: the Har-

every month throughout the ycnr,
but this is the one with all the
folklore and romance,

‘What makes this moon special?
Becauso the moon s In orbit
around the carth, it eppears in
different parts nr tho sky from
night to night. Generally the
moon will rise about one hour lat.
er each night. But In autumn tho
full moon is located at the part of
its orbit that has the least tilt
with respect to Earth's horizon
line, The moon seems to skim
along the horlzon, rising at about
tho same timo each evening, in
about the same part of the sky,
Tooking “full” for several consecu-
tive nights. The full moon that
occurs closest to tho autumn
equinox is tho Harvest Moon.

The light scattered by the full
moon was a help to farmers, al-
lowing them to continue thelr
barvesting after sunset, hence jt
was called the Harvest Moon, The
full moon that follows the Har-
vest Moon was saldto bo a helpto

uro out what THAT full moon Is
called.}

Coincidentally, this full moon
will be the most distant in 1993,
‘Tho moon will be 406,425 kilome.
ters (which ia 252,640,7868 miles,
give or take a millionth of 2 mile)
away from the earth. The moon's
orbit around the earth is not per-
fectly circular, it s eccontric
{oval). There {8 a point each
month where the moon is at its
cloaest to the earth, and a point
where it is at its fartheat. This
month's closest point happens to
coincide with the full phese,

People invariably argue
whether the full moon has any
unusual effect on humans, Well,
it really shouldn't be expected to
have any special cffect ot all, We
sce different phases of the moon
depending on what part i8 being
illuminated by the sun, The moon
Is ALWAYS somewhere near the
earth, so any effect it would have
ought to be a constant one, not
dependent on how much of the

tha celestial ﬁunmr. inithe ﬂntdazof aErlnE. vest Moon, We have full moons  hunters, (Hopefully you can fig-

moon is being illuminated.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU
WHEN YOUR DOCTOR OR HOSPITAL “PARTICIPATES"”
WITH US?

A MESSAGE TO MICHIGAN'S

SMALL BUSINESSES:

PARTICIPATING DOCTORS
AND HOSPITALS ACCEPT
OUR REIMBURSEMENT AS
FULL PAYMENT FOR
COVERED SERVICES.

In most cases, all you or your
employees have to pay are
deductibles and co-payments.
And no matter how small your
company, that means you get
the same good deal we give our
largest group customers.

When you and your employees
go to Blue Cross Blue Shield par-
ticipating doctors and hospitals,
we pay them directly for covered
services. They've signed agree-

AMERICA’S HEALTH SECURITY CARD.

ments to accept our allowed
amounts as full payment for
covered services. Why? Because
almost four and a half million
Michiganians are Blues members,
Most physicians have a lot of our
members as patients, and join
the Blues to better serve them.

THE NUMBERS WORK
FOR YOU.
Who participates with us? All 195
Michigan community hospitals.
Three out of four physicians'in
the state. And 99 percent of all
pharmacies.

Plus, as a Blues group, you
gain the clout of the largest
corporations because you're in

partnership with them—and
with us—to purchase health care
economically.

That's value. And it's the kind
of value you only get with Blue
Cross Blue Shield and Blue Care
Network of Michigan. For more
information, contact your local
independent insurance agent or
a Blue Cross Blue Shield sales
representative.

*Make sure your

physidan participates

In Blue Cross Blue Shield, H
Most do~and they work ||
with us to hold down costs™

" FrankJ, McDevitt DO,
Vice Presidentand |
Corporate Medical Director




