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Changing times

Public works head shrinks department

The Observer & Eccentric spot-
lights another of County Execu-
tive L. Brooks Patterson's ap-
pointees and the job he iz perform-
ing for Oahland residents.

BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
BTAYF WAITER

If Dave Ross hadn't sprained
his ankle ono doy in 1960, he
might bo a retired marine or a

it
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Ross realm: Dave Ross, the public works director of Oak-

land County, poses over a master plan depicting the

county government complex on Tf,zlegraph Road in Ponti-
&

ac. Ross’ department is7

P

or maint o

all 50-some buildings in the county realm.

dead Vietnam veteran today ine
stead of Onkland County's public
worka director.

After graduating from Water.
ford Township High School in
1959, Ross directed his carcer
puth into the United States Ma-
rine Corps, where he trained as an
aircraft novigator. But fate inter-
vened when Ross sprained the left
ankle that had harbored the polio
virus when ho was a lod. “I
thought I broke the damn thing,”
he remembers,

Said the marine doctor: “You'll
be a cripple by the time you're 30
(if you stay in the corps).”

So with a medlcal, but honora-

. ble, discharge in hand, Ross re-

turned home and briefly cked out
an existence doing “all the grunt
work” on Chevrolet's Corvair line
in the Willow Run plant.

Hauling trash

But Ross disliked the repeti-
tion of assembly line toil and cast
about for additional opportuni-
ties. He hired on with Oakland
County in the public works de.
partment about as far down in the
pecking order as one could got in
1964, I used to haul all the trash
and the lsundry, tear down walls
with a sledge hammer,"” he sald.

By and by, Ross began taking
night clagses at what was then
called Lawrence Institute of
‘Technology, now Lawrence Tech-
nological University. Thirteen
years later, he became the first in
his family to get a tollege degree;
twn”}icgrecs, ncl\lmlly, ‘Ome in

selecting hia future staff well be-
foro the votes ware cast.

“I had a meeting with (Patter-
son) in October,”" Ross uald, “I
didn't think it was a job interview
oranything like that.”” -

But it was. Pattorson says now
that Ross is an “excellent admin.
istrator and came highly recom-
mended by a lot of people.”

Sald Ross: “I was sort of
stunned by (the offer) becouse 1
gign‘t expect him to offer me this
job.””
So after 29 years with the coun.
ty, Roas ascended to directorhood,
although he reigne over a shrink.
ing department with growing re-
sponsibility.

’I\yelvu years ago there were 268
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and operatfons divisfon. Now
there are 199 people to service 1.8
million square feet of county
buildings, and Ross is projecting
183 for 1995 as more of the work is
contracted out,

“The old philosophy was to try
to do everything internally,” Roas
said, but with contractors there's
more flexibility. “If they don't
perform you get a different one.””

Where’d they go?

Then in June the entire water
and sewer division of Publie
Works (130 people and a $44 mil-
fion budget) was traneferred to
the bailiwick of drain commis-
sioner George Kuhn, who hopes to
save county taxpayets up to $1
million by eliminating the dupli-
cation of services that existed.

Still, Ross runs one of the big-

the ether in business administra-
tion,

In 1976, the year he graduated
from Lawrence, Ross was pro-
moted to manager of the opera-
tions diviaion of public works,
where he served until last Janu-
ary.

Brooks wants to see you
Confident of being elected

county executive in November

1992, L. Brooks Patterson began

geat d ts in Oskland
County government with respon.
sibility for maintenance and up-
keep of 60 buildings and con-
structlon of new bulldings, such
as the ongoing 140,000 square-
foot expansion of the courthouse,

Ross is proud that the county
builds its cdifices to last and
hasn't closed down a county
building yet. “We don't bulld
these buildings like a developer
does, to get out of them in 10
years,” he said.
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building industry.

need to make informed decisions
about the most important investment
in your lifetime, your home. Join us for
this informative series and hear from
top professionals in the design and

All lectures will be held at Michigan
Design Ceater in the Mid-America

“I love my house. I bate my bouse.
Well, maybe I could add on. Remodel?
Ub, redecorate? Maybe I should build.

But bow can I be sure?”

Introducing the exciting new
Home & Desiga Lecture Series at
Michigan Design Center. In just 4
weeks, you'll have all the tools you

HOME

& DESIGN

LECTURE SERIES
AT MICHIGAN DESIGN CENTER
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Room Conference facility.
6:30 to 7 pm: Refreshments |
7 to 8:30 pm: Lecture/questions

- 10
London.

If you're planning a tvip overseas, Delta Air

'WEEK 1 - September.21

Lets assess your needs and lifestyle.
Should you move, bulld, renovate, re-
decorate? And how do you get started?
On the panel: real estate agent, Glenda
Lagrols; architect, Victor Saroki and
interior designer, Denise Ziya

REGISTRATION FEES:

Complete 4-week serics, $100 per person
Couples attending 4-week serics, $160
Individual lecturcs, $30 each per person
Lines can save you money, and something equally
To Register: Mail your check, payable
to Michigan Design Center, along with
your pamc, address and phone to:
Michigan Design Ceater, 1700 Stutz,
#25, Troy, MI 48084, For more
information call 649-4772.
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WEEK 3 - Oclober 5

as precious. Time. Up to two hours to be exact.
Our exclusive nonstop service allows you to

avoid wasting time with connections in Boston, or

Quallty is equal or botter than

Quatlty I8 edual ot B, Yot any other east coast airport for that matter.

So fly Delta to London, Nonstop. And save
more of the two things none of us ever seem to
have enough of.

WEEK 2 - September 28

What can you expect from working
with the professionals. Let's “define
the roles™ and how everyone works
as a teun. On the pancl: architect,
Dominic Tringali; builder, Bob Stern;
interior designer, Barbie Krass,

pelced wey below.
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| EXTRA *100.00 OFF

| on prosentation of this ad

| on purchase of six or mare

| windows. FREE DEUVERY

{ [n tri-county area, Onp cou-

. :fV pon por customer. Limited

Ve L timo offor.

»Triple Weatherstripping.

« Hoat Mirror Insulates twice as

woll as ordinary double pane

« Solld wood Interior for painting
or staiping

For information and reservations call your
‘Travel Agent. Or call Delta at 1-800-241-4141

WEEK 4 - October 12

Four of the top Home and Interiors re-
porters in the area share their views of

g with an interior designer vs.

7 Rep
Sizes avallable doing it by yourself. . . what's 50
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J Also, wacarrya special? Discover the many advantages greatdesign inmetro Detroit. Hear from B . |
3| FULL LINEOF DOORS AND SKYLIGHTS of having professional help. The interi- Marge Colborn, Defroit Netws; Judy B
B Rt iestitanelistg or designer pancl: Karen Gagne, ASID; Rose of the Detroft Pree Press; Suzy " - —
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