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Ford & Earl VP

7]  Nicola Balderi has jolned Ford &
!| Earl, the Troy interior design firm,
as senior vice preaident.

He will be reaponsible for product
development and product design
services, He is & former director of
design for Smith, Hynchman &

34 Grylls in Detroit.

} Open for business

Canton is the home of the newly formed George
J, Hartman Architects/Engineers, a firm that spe-
cializes in incering and -
tion management services for commetcial, indus-
trial and residential projects.

Architect/owner Hartman oponed an office at
5840 Canton Center Road (Suite 240). Phone
number {a 453-9445.

Quality seminar

Implementing total quality management ina
construction company will be offered 3-4:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 at the sponsoring Asscciated General
Ci ‘s center, 23999 North

Bl

i1 k1
Balderl

e, Southfield.

Willtam A. Abberger, n consulting group dirce-
tor for quality and productivity training for Fails
Manogement Group, will lead the seminar, Partic-
ipants will be given a booklet with suggestions on
starting n TQM program in a construction.related
business.

To register, call Joe Neussendorfer at 948-7000,

Construction conference
‘Tom Wilson, preaident of the Detroit Pistons,

will discuss team building aa the keynote speaker
A'Aor the Michigan Association of Certified Public
a 5
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| Pfoducing energy

— up on the roof

o Double duty for roofs may be
the wave of the future, but it’s
golng to take concentrated co-
operation from buildors, sup-
pliers and researchers before
roofs will become energy sourc-
es.

By Doua FUNKE
8TAFF WRITER

Roofs of the future may do more
than keop rain and snow off & bulld.

ng.

During the next century roofs could
generato electricity from solar energy
through special “shingles,” supple-
menting power provided by Detrolt
Edison here and other utilitics
around the country.

Energy Converaion Devices K1n Troy

Shifting energy sources
Solar clectricity currently costs

about threo times as much as eloctric--

ity produced by fossil and nuclear
fuols, Hudgens sald,

But costa will shift, he predicted,
a8 government subsaldies and tax poli-
cles move taward solar onergy appli-
cations.and production of photovolta.
{c roofing systems steps up in a big

. way.

There are 90 million existing
homes, all of which periodically need
new shingles, and one to two miilion
houses_ bullt i every year,

BUILDING SCENE

noted Larry Zarker, NAHB spokes-
man.
“There’s a gencral enthusiasm that
this should be investigated,” he said.
“We're convinced here phetovoltaics
has a role in housing.”
Fred ('.:npnldi, prnu;rlunt of the
lation of South

and the National A
Home Builders Research Center will
receive upwarda of $9.2 milllon from
the federal government over three
years to study the possibilities.
Stephen J. Hudgens, director of re-
search and development for ECD, is
intrigucd about the applications,
“Sunlight is a wonderful source of
energy,” he said. “Qur principal goal
is to devclop something the home
building industry and electric utili
ties agree is an acceptable product.”
ECD is working on prototypes that
will be tested on a commercial build-
ing in Arizona ond a typlcal subdivi-
sion house in Maryland.
An isolated house in Michigan's
Upper Peninsula probably also will
be included, an NAHB spok

whichis i

industry conference 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Sopt. 24 at
the Grand Manor at Fairlane, Dearborn.

Among the 14 sesslons included are TQM, per-
sonnel and employment law issues, and construct-

-Ing financinl statomont diaclosures. .

Cast of the conference is $120, Attondegs can.
receive eight hours of CPE credit. For more infor-
mation, call 855-2288,

© ume, ‘

aid,
“It can be done now,” Hudgens
-said of the technology. “Builders will
build anything they're asked. Decl-
sions aro entircly cost driven. I think

Michigan and o Rochester Hills resl-
dential builder, also is curious about
the potential of photovoltaic roofing.

“We have to continue to look at
new and better ways of doing things,”
he snid. “We probably have been
Julled to sleep the lnst fow years, Fuel
has been cheaper.

“If we can get mass production vol
ume, it should be less exponsive,” Ca.
paldi said of energy-producing shin-
gles, “If they can do this, [ think it'sa
heckuva [dea."

Cooperation the key

It's important that builders, sup-
pliers, power companies and re-
searchers work together to come up
with 8 usable produect, Zarker and
Hudgens noted in scparate inter-

views,

“Without input, it becomes a hard
sell,” Hudgens said. “The purpose of
the contract is to develop a practical
product toYheet a practical need.”

o have t)nq_gb}}}g%vw,bo competitive
at n"lnrgo enoughproduction .vol-
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BILY, BRESLER/STAYY PHUTOGIATHEH

Coveringup: Roofs and shingles serve a single purpose today.
Products of tomorrow, if a study works out, may help generate
electricity. Here, Jeff Toliver of Superior Roofing lays tradi-
tional shingles at a house under construction in Canton.
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BRING THE
" FAMILY!

REFRESHMENTS

From |-94 Exit 183, south 4 mile

HURON RIVER DRIVE
§ WFod Loke
Viage .

to Huron River Drive,

o East 1% miles to

SERVED BOTH DAYS Ford Lake Village (south side).

’

‘. ]

]

Y

KN




