chog,
& ”',,'

G

Farmington @bserver

* VOLUME 104 NUMBER 102

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1693 » FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN « 52 PAGES

Firry Cents

Easler choice: Tom Lyczkowshi
has said that he’s not interested in
running for the Farmington City
Council. His name will still be on
the ballot, though. /2A

Slidewalk saga: Some Farming-
ton Hills residents feel they have
won a round in their battle to keep

- sidewalks off a section of Gill
. Road. /3A

A suspect: A'man has been
charged with breaking and enter-
ing a vehicle in the city. /3A
Solutions needed: Parents of stu-
dents in Farmington's Beechview
Elementary have come together to
discuss overcrowding in the

school, /SA

Children’s story hours
are becoming more and more a
part of weekends at our local
malls. /6A

Book it:

K 5
[tk g o
-Singing the blues: Although
they’ve yet to be signied to a record
deal, The Alligators have found
plenty of enthusiastic blues freaks
who like their sound. /8A

Wine column: Find out what’s
newinCaliforniawine country./1B

Moth mayhem: Oakland County
says it can’t afford to coordinaie a
program to eradicate the gypsy
moth unless local communities
pay the bill. /4B

SPORTS'

Grid showdown: Harrison began
Western Division football play
Friday against unbeaten North-
ville. /1C

Comeback effort: Former prep
soccer star Jenny Emmett has re-
covered from a bone-marrow
transplant and is playing again for
Schooleraft College. /1C

CAl

Local access: “Lansing Connec-
tion” on local access Channel 12.

Check your cable guide for time
and date.
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By LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITER

Michael Flanngan will leavo his po-
sitlon as superintendent of Farming-
ton Publlc Schools to accept a similar
job with the Wayne County Regional
Educational Servico Agency.

Flanagan, who has been at the
helm of Farmington schools for five
years, begins his new duties Jan. 1.

| With“very mixed emotions,” Michael Flanagan, su-
perintendent of the Farmington Public Schools since
1989, has decided to leave that position for a new

#<_ | challengein Wayne County. .

A search s llkely to start immedi-

ly.
“It'a very mixed cmotions,” sald

* Flanogan, who replaced Graham Lew-

ie as Farmington superintendent in

1989,

“It's an opportunity of a lifetime,
I'm sad because I just loved it hera in
Farmington.”

Flanagan, 44, was sought out by

RESA. Ho was asked to intorviow for
the position, which waa vacated with
the retirement of William Simmons.

Oversee staff of 800

As superintendent for the Wayne
County ogency, Flanagan will oversze
a staff of 900 employees and a budget
of $125 million. Terms of his contract
have not been worked out yet.

The move might come as a shock to
many, but not to Farmington Board
% b%ducutlou presldent  Cathleen

'ebb,

Sco CHIEF, 4A

+ 1993 Suburban Communcatony Corporaion

*Some real tingers: - Margaret Jacobs (holding bell) takes
oncert at the Botsford Continuing Health Center in Farm
per/ormgd. Members range in age from 68 to 103.

© . ‘iGayNineties’ concert

ue from music ;herapi.«it Rose Mb;-gan duiring the “Gay . Nineties”
ington Hills recently. The 18-member- resident bell ringers’ choir
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Christens

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
BTAFF WRITER

With a snap of a flag and a line
drive to left conter, Walter "“Wally”
Christensen is being waved home as
the Farmington/Farmington Hills
1993 Citizen of the Year.

Chriatensen, 68, is best known in
the area for his tireless work on the
annual Farmi Mi ial Doy

en marches to

basebal! manager.

But hia community work has ex-

tgndg.-d lgeyulr‘nid.pn;‘de routes and ball
e's

“He's bl

itigen

award

: *e handlet

an

snid Gerald Lynch, commander of
American Legion Post 348 who nomi-
nated Ch “He his

elp n
need and is involved with the Farm-
ington Goodfellowa.

Christenaen will be honored at the
chamber's annual dinner and board
mecting 6 p.m. Thursday, Sopt. 23, ot

i Inn in Farmi Hills.

purade and as an Amorican Legion

tha
Tickots aro $30 a person.

time better than anyone I've met.
“wally has proven himaelf year
and year for 32 years In this commu-
nity. Year after year he inatills o
senee of pride in the community.”

Overwhelmed at honor

Christensen, who {s alao known for

in mus-
tache, usually bristles at attention,
He was overwhelmed when told of
this honor.

“It's unbellevable,” said Christen-
sen, who has lived in Farmington
since 1872, “I never expected it . . 1
know what the qualifications are and
some of the past recipients. I was just
clated, as was my wile (Lorraine).

Sce CITIZEN, 5A

Vagnozzi wants people to be heard

Aldo Vogriozzi is one of six candi-
dates, including four incumbents,
running for the Farmington Hills City
Council.” Election Day is Tucsday,
Nov. 2,

BY BILL COUTANT
STArF WRITER

When incumbent Aldo Vagnozzi
announced he would be running
again for the Farmington Hills City
Council, he pointed to the need to
find @ pormanent home for the city's
senior programs as a primary reason.

Now that the city haa agreed to buy
more than 27 acres, including 67,000
square fect of building space from the

Sistors of Mercy, Vegnozzi wants to
seedth deal signed, sealed and deliv-
ered. .

As throughout his 45.year career in
politics, Vagnozzi also wanta to make

“We've got to inform people sooner
when thero is something being con-
nlrll;md_ that could affect them,” he
said. .

Vagnozzi sald now that tho city has
ired doveloping the sod

sure the of are
heard and that the council has to
make sure thosa citizens are not left
out of the Informational loop.
Vagnozzl said a ment'glnnning

and 18 g

farm on Eight Mile, called the Foun-
ders Sports Park, the active-uso
parks that provide playing ficlds and
family plenic and recreation arcas

fon hearing to
d retall

qual- -

the passive parks such
a8

ifying a

for considerntion caused as much of
an uproar because neighbors had to
find out by word-of-mouth or through
the Observer about it — not from'the
city diroctly,

and Woeodland Hills
arks, -
“I think we have a good mix now,"

he sald. “I would like to sec us get

Beo VAGNOZZI, 2A

he Farmington Hills-based Group du jour

Something's fishy.

aturalist Joa Derek will conduct & seminar

Classlcal music du Jour
T will begin ita 1893.94 scason with music
with tho first of four concarts on Sunday,

Sopt. 28, -
. Grqupdujmtr, conducted by Karon Nizon of
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Hills, will perform at Farmington
High School beginning at 7:30 p.m. The concert
wili feature Nicolal Rimsky-Korsakov's exotic
masterpicco “Sheherezade,” Shehedrin’s “Naugh-
tyL jcka.” and Modesto M y's “Pic.
tures at an Exhibition” . . .
Other performances will have wild west themes
(Oct. 16), n winter fantasy theme (Feb. 6) and a
brasa themo (Apri! 10}, T
Tickots are av;l:ablu at the door for each por~
d, at a di

can be purch price,

FARMINGTON FOCUS

aon troplcal fish from 7.9 p.m, on Wednes-
days, Sept. 29 and Oct. 6, at the Farming.

for all four porfi For further i ton C ity School, 30416 Shiawasses, Pre-
call 478-2075. . registration I8 required. Call 489.3393,
Meet Hills candldates Memory Lane
ho elx candidates (or tho Farmington Hills rom the Sept. 24, 1953 edition of the Farm.
ington Entorprise:

City Counci} aro expected to attond tho
r D le Club's candid:

&
forum at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 29, in tho
council chamber of the Farmington Hills city Hall,
11 Mile and Orchard Lake roads.

The forum will bo cablecast live for the first half-

hour and taped for tho Jast 30 minutes.

* tho anake was left at tho motel by a guest,

A roven-foot anake, identified as a bon
constrictor, was killed at the Ralnbow Park Motel
on Grand River. Donald Cox, a motel resldent,
triod tb capture the snake, but it put up such a
struggle that ho had to kill it. It is believed that

o




