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STREET CRACKS

Hon SADLM!

Openlng night: The neon lights shine

bright for first night at the newest jewel

in the Hitch crown, The Second City —
. Detroit.

‘First night
jitters bypass
Second City

BYBOB SADLER
SPECIAL WRITER

The laughter was so uproarious last week at the

. premiere of The Second City — Detroit, it could

have knocked the fresh paint rlght aﬂ' zhe wnlln
At the actual first

Strong draw:
In the last
nine years,
The Alliga-
tors have be-
come one of
the strongest
draws among
blues fans.

Alhators* Slngmg the blus

Q For The Alligators, perseverance is paying off,

Although they've yet to be signed to a record
}) deal, the group has found plenty of enthusiastic

= blues freaks in the metro area who like their

(Thursday's gala opening I‘cntumd nppenmnccs by
John Candy and Georgo Wendt and a live preview
show on WDIV-TV), there was quite a buzz in the
lobby about the tranaformation of the former
Hughes & Hatcher building into a theater, restau-
rant and bar.

As loud as that buzz was, the buzz got even
louder when Detroit mayoral candidate Sharon
McPhnil mede the scene. Despite her best at-
tempta to just be & mom rooting for her daughter,
Angela Shelton, a member of the cast, she was
swamped by television reporters within seconds of
her arrival,

From the overall appearances of things, it looks
like the Chinese fire drill conatruction job worked
out just fine'in this latest Ilitch family venture,
much like the raptd assembly of Tiger Plazo at
Michigan and Trumbull — completed just before

. the first pitch on opening day, In comparing the

theater digs at Woodward and Montcalm to the
other Second City stages in Chicago and Torento,
Detroit stands elone,
“They (those in Chicago and Toronto) would be
- envious, of course,” said Lyn Okkerse, producer of
The Second City — Dotrolt and the person re-
- sponsible for prupnrmg the cast fnr the opening.
“But you didn't hear me say that.”
Once seated in the 350-seat theater, the antici-

* pation really began to build. To borrow the

- overused cliche, there isn't a bad seat in the

- house. The cabaret-style seating is arranged in a

seven-ticred semi-circle, so that tall people in
front don't obstruct the vlew and no one is more
than 35 feet from the sta

A computer glitch in thc Risntu (ltuliun for “to
laugh" by the way) caused

sound.

BY MARK GALLO
SrECIAL WRITER

Blues has been slandered and ig-
nored by the mainstream music-
buying pubhc for decades, but it
just doesn't go away.

The Alligators know all nbuut
perseverance, During the past nine
years, since forming out of the ashes
of Houndstooth Jones, they've
grown into one of the strongest
draws in the ares, both for blucs
cognoscenti and dancers alike.

Certalnly, it's an advantage to
have some of the moat knowledge-
able and enthusiastic blues freaks
in town banded together, but this is
a band that comes fully equipped
with chops and substance, too.

“This band got together about the
same time Stevie Ray Vaughan
came out of the chute,” remembers
vocalist/frontman Dave Krammer.
*All of a sudden blues was becom-
ing popular.”

‘The problem was the first incar.
nation of the band just wasn’t cut-
ting it for Krammer, particularly in
light of the exposure that Vaughan,
Rabert Cray, the Fabulous Thun-
derbirds and other bands were
Lringing to the genre. Reshuffling
was in order,

“Once Wailin' came in, the thing

went from being a sappy R&B/top
40 blues bund to something with a
little more substance, a little more
heart,” he said. “He used to show up
at my house on a Friday night with
an arm load of album and 8oy,
‘Here, learn this, This is the blues.'
He educated me.”

B STREET BEATS

Fast spproaching 42, Krammer's
been at this since he was 13 years
old, but he defers to Wailin' Dale
and guitar sensation Steve Schwarz
as the restdent blues professors in
the ranks. He's the first to admit
that it took a lot of hard work, little
bit of luck to arrive at the enviable
position of one of the local pillars.

“We've worked hard," he said.
“Some of the chnnxns have been
painful. . .

“And then the scene’s changed,
too,” added Dale, “At irst you could
go out and do all the blues hits —
‘I'm a Man,” *King Bee,’ ‘Hoochie
Cooch!e Man,’ ‘Sweet Home Chica-
go.” Well, you can't do that stuff’
anymore. Through the years, we've
evolved into dolng more originals.”

Adds Krammer: “The scene has
definitely motured with a lat of

bands coming on, and with the ma-
turity of the scene and the fact that
we've been able to stick, that forces
you to become more creative; forces
you to adopt an attltude where you
listen ta a Stevie Ray Vaughan ora
‘Thunderbirds, or any of these con.
temporary, relatively new acts and
say, ‘yeah, that's cool stuff.’

“Then you realize, ‘Why sound
like them?’ Sound like yourself, so
people listen to you! I don't want to
be compared to anybody.  want
people to say, ‘Hey, there’s the Alli-
gators! I think our sound is unique.
There aren’t o lat of people around
who do it the way we do it.”

“I have yet to find a band that
functions anywhere near the level of
this one,” sald Robert “R.D.” Janes,
a veteran of the local legends, the
Progressive Blues Band,

Drummer Mark Seyler Jr. attrib-
utes much of the band's success to
thelr familial retationship, and ot-
tempting a discussion with the band
is to expect answers from all cor-
ners.

““We have a nice base of some
traditional Chicago and swing,”
Seyler said, Dale finishes for him,
“We try to be a more diverse group
inatead of just doing, like Chicago
blues, For awhile, we got into a few
ruts, but we want to be a danceable
blues band instead of a drinking
blues band.

‘There aren't many bands who be.
long in the same category with the
Alligators who are without a record-

ing cantract, To a man, thisisa

band on a mission. Guitarlat :
Schwarz brings to mind West Const
herocs like Junior Watson and Joel
Foy; bassist Jones is one of the busi.
est, walking-est players I've heard;
Scyler works a shuffle and second
line riff as tight as any drummer out.
there.

The approptlately monikered
Wailin’ Dale has no prablem with
pulling a cord through the crowd or
standing on a chair and earninga *
nickname; and Krammer influses
everything with an electric snulful-v
ness that works crowds in some of &
the best and least known clubs in
the area into a frenzy. This band is”
the real deal.

*“This is a music of emotion,”
Krammer said. ““Let’s face it, play-
ing blues is an emotiona! style of
musie, Blues is born of emotlon, it's
carrled by the emotions and it
touches the emotions of all the peo-
ple you're with, I think about this
all the time. I want to be doing this
when I'm 67 years old.”

The Alligators will perform Oct. 1
at Stan's Dugout, 3350 Auburn
Road, Auburn Hills. Call 852-6433
for more information. They will also
perform Oct, 8-9 at the Rivertown |
Salaon, 1977 Woodbridge, Detroit *
(567-6020); Oct, 22 at Moby Dick’s,
6452 Schaefer, Dearborn (681-3650);
Oct. 23 at Red Doggy, 449 N. Main,
Milford (685-2171); nnd Oct. 29at .
the Soup Kitchen Saloon, 1685
Franklin, Detroit (269-1374).

some late dinners, which in turn led to later scat-
ing in the theater. As a result, the nervous cast
had to walt an edditional 40 minutes to goon
stage with their first revue, entitled — in typical
Second City fashion — “Power to the People
Mover."

Sco SECOND CITY, 9A

= Can't Got [n at Second City?.. Chaplin’s West
may have the solution for you as the improv
troupe, Midwest Comedy Tool & Dlo,

ecks in for performances Tuesday through
Sunday, Sept. 21-26. Call 633-8866 for reser
vations,

m The maglc of “Kojak™? ... Sorry, about the only
thing Telly Savalas could make disappear
was that trademark lollipop. However, Kozak
has been known to perform a trick or two in

lgigggl Oak Sept. 28 through Oct. 2, Call 542

ot Hot agaln, PIgs! .. Thank goodness her rela-
tionship with Emo Phillips ended years ago;
the weirdness quotient was just gotting too
high. Judy Tenuta brings her unique per-
spective on things to Chaplin's East Oct. 16-
16 for a special engagement, Call 792-1802

for resorvations,
one — Bob Sadler

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watct for in Stroet Sceng next week:

W Christina Fuoco's interview with Frank Allison.
B Lisa Rudv's gnstronomlca] excursion into the
world nfChunp Eats,

lJo n M ' look at the al th

l Stnut Sense by Barbara Schiff. !

movie

DLt HANSEN

Spectacle: Members include Eric Campbell (from left), Nicho-
las Sheren, Loren Jackson and Travis Hawthorne.

Spectacle serves up
a mellow ‘light rock’

By CHrsTINA Fuaco
STAF? WRITER

For Spectacle, the term “light rock”
doesn't mean the type of the musie
patients would hear in a doctor's off-
ice, or visitors would hear in an elova-
tor.

It's the type of music that the
Dearborn-based quartet prefors and
cares to share with its audience,

“It’s the type of music that's mol-
low and unnthing." said dmmmer

tiful-sounding stuff,” he nddcd‘
Campbell and tho rest of Spectacle —
vocalist/guitarist Travie Hawthorne
and bassist Nicholas Sheren, both of
Dearborn, and guitarist Loren Jack-
son of Livonia — don’t compromise
any musical preferences for Specta.

cle, They carry their direct influences
into their music. Recently, they show-
cased thoir wavering, melancholy-gui-
tar sound on the CD “Developing in a
World Without Sound”on Royal

ak's C Recorde.

Eric Ci 1) who cites
side-stage veterans Sebadoh ge an.
other cxample.

“I don't like music with a hard

Altlmugh releaged in late summer,
the group's CD, its firet, has already
recoived positive reviews from area

edge; I like music that my
brain. For me, that tends to be beau-

Soe SPECTACLE, 9A

Monday, Sept. 20
MARY MCQUIRE AND MYK RIST

IN CONCERT

Y
Four Greenfic!ds, Royal Oak.
280-2902

Tuesday, Sept. 21

2IGUANA'S FROM EARTH

The Grand cm. 33316 Grand River, Fam.
lnf\on (acoustic rock)

MARY mll! MYK RISR

Mr, B's Form, Novi, (8coustic fock)
349.7038

CRISEL BROS, WITH THORNETTA DAVI.
Alvin's, 5756 Coss, Dotroit. {blues)
832.0589

Wednesday, Sept. 22
ORAKQE LAXKE DRIV
g;:‘lurh‘zs S, Soginaw, Pontiac. (blues)

GEORAR HIQQINS AND A.X.0, RAND
Abl’(ll.g 'BM. 11687 Jos, Campau, Hamtramek.

1654194

SLIDE OFF SATURN
‘With Trangle Vision at Blind Pig, 206-208
S, Firs St., Ann Arbor,

896-8555

1A MCKET
With David
E. Con)
95‘
SHEEP ONDRUGS
With D.J, Derrick Carter at Industry, 16 S.
Saginaw, Pontlac. (industrial tinged atterna.
tive rock]
334-1:

Gray at S Andrew's Hell, 431
u. Detroit. {altemative rock) *

OVIR THE RHINE
With Red C &t Blind Pig, 206-208 S. First
5t., Ann Arbor. (roots rock)

Thursday, Sept. 23

ouwl
muda Mohawk at 3.0, 1815 N,
MnInSl Royal Oak,
589-3344

RUSTY REI0 BAND

With Harmonica Shah ot Attic Bar, 11687
Jos. Compou, Hamuamek,

365 194

Wllh Dll at BIIM%QMJOB S, First St.,
Ann Mx;s (funky.

MAITRIES
. With Mocae! at Bind Pig, 208-208 S, First

:g\ﬁ sw Ball PsuI":}‘SI.“mmt Hall,
, Do (ol
sorsiiy (eflamathe ock)

lnuun .lss.sa naw.Pc;n .
3:44.;‘399 o o

uax
Chariiss, 102 Groe:
e sbeck, Mount Clomens,

Frday, Sept. 24 N
1No/ING o
0 Dsrla Archer Beonef
g &:%ﬁm ofse Houso, 1301 0. Car
Voag o (ouie) '
St., Ann Arbor,
-§96-8555
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