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Patterson pledges support
for senior citizens council

By Raven R, ECHTINAY
STAFP WRITER

You scratch my back and Il
scratch yours,

Thnt'a besically the meesage
Oakland County Exccutive L.
Brooks Patterson had for the

county's Senier Citizens Advl
Council Monday as he welcomed
the group into the intrigue of
county government.

Created by former county exec-
utive Dan Murphy in 1987, the
council comprises 27 members,
each chosen by the county com-
missioner whose district they hail
from, The concept s that the
council should collect, collato and
germinate ideas regarding how
county government policies might
account for and/or help Oakland'’s
118,000 seniors.

However, for the first six
months of Patterson’s firat term
in office the council members
worried that he didn't care about
them nnd would be happy to sce
the group dissolved through ne-
glect,

“We've got a new county execu-
tive and he doesn’t like us,” said
first vice chalrman Leo Mahany
ondJune 14,

But Patterson proved to be a

geniol county executive Monday

H‘We'ronot goIngto  Clark, a Bloomfield Hills resi-
dont, sald Patterson surprised her
have any problems
with Brooks.' with his gencrosity.
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inly in this g " P "vury sincere. He ap-

The caveat is that Patterson
olao expects the couneil to come
through on his behalf if “I need a
fetter from you, (or} I need a spok-
esperson.”

Patterson apologized to the
seniors for not talking to them
sooner. “Wao got swamped with all
norts of problems,” he said. “You
can't Imogine the number of
things that I was heing pulled in
different directions by,”

Pattorson also announced the
appointment of public health
nurse Kay Gallagher as hlu liai-
son to the council, Gall

polnted a coordinator. Now we
know who to talk to. I think it was
a very pleasant surptise that he
came down and spokoe 8o positive-
1y of our endeavors.”

Mahany, who wrote off Patter-
son in June, now says the county
executive has “sort of blessed ue.
Before, we felt like outsiders. Now
1 rco}' more like coming to meet-

The -Senior Citizens Advisory
Council meets at 1 p.m. the third
Monday of each month in the
tlnrd -floor conference room of the

Office ing at the

attend all future council meat.

ngs.
Council echairwoman Rosemary

. additional information, call Clark

county complex in Pontige, For NEER

at 626-1369.
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Sizes 4 to 12 in three widths avallable among our collection and stores,
SOMERSET COLLECTION (637-3060) 0150 ST, LOUIS, ATLANTA, DALLAS, HOUSTON, SAN ANJONIO.
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