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Iylultiples

from page 13A

- {Lisa Mollenkamp of Redford
and McGinty both had taken fer-
tility drugs becaunc of prior mis-
carriages.

Twins have ‘little mother’

- Mollenkamp and her husband,
Brian, have four children, the old-
est of which are 8.year-old twins,
Andrea and Brandon,

“Because they ere boy and glrl,
many people dan’t know they are
twins,” sald Lisa Mollenkamp,
32. “Sometimes I forget they were
both born the same day,

“Andrea is the little mother.
She likes to plan things for them,
Sho keeps an eye out.” Brandon s
easy going, & bit shy and fond of
sports. They are devoted to each
other, but have many separate
friends.

Vandenb El

Parenting twins Is hard, but “a
wonderful experience,” Palaian
onl%.d ':l wouldn't change it for the
world,” .

‘It’s all worth it’

McGinty considers her go-go
schedule a small price to pay forn
houseful of babies,

“When you go through fertility
problems and have trouble, it's all
worth it,” McGinty said,

McGinty spent much of her
pregnancy confined to bed, bat-
tling toxemin and high blood
pressure. The triplets, born pre-
maturely, needed special care.

‘The babiea are on three differ-
ent formulas, Charts are kept of
their enting nchedu!eg, Lowel

s and
"Thelr bottles ara color-caded.

At
School in Redford, Andrea and
Brandon are in the third grade
and nore assigned to different
clasgrooms.

“Every one of their teachers
have been just exactly what they
needed,” Mollenkamp said.

To help keep track of permis-
slon slips, notes, projects and ape-
cial school days, Mollenkamp
parchased bulletin boards for
each child,

- Other Mollenkamp siblings are
Jordan, 6, a first-grader, and in-
fant brother, Evan,

. Brian Mollenkamp is an execu-
tive at o home medical equipment

{ea is a | L
Bath are active in their church
and +Lisa also volunteers at o
homeless shelter for women and
children.

:Both try to make specinl time
for each of their children. Family
members have been helpful.

+"There were always arms avall-
able,” Lisa said. “I do treasure
those times.”

N
Becoming individuals

< As children get older, they want
to assert their individunlity. An-
drea ond Brandon don't like “to-
gether” birthday parties.

3 Palaian, too, has encouraged
Her twin deughters to develop
their own tastes. They don’t dress
the same, And, like the Motlen-
kamps, they have blossomed by
ticlng in different classrooms,
Palaian maokes sure Lisa doean’t
get overlooked, All three girls at-
tend Eagle Elementary School in
West Bloomfield,

Mollenkamp and Palsian look
for ways to economize, Both have
teaded used clothing. Mollen-
kamp shopa at the Eastern Mar-
ket in Detroit for bargains on
fruits and vegetables and spaces
out shopping trips for back-to.
school supplies. She takes her
children to Wayne County Health
Department clinics, where im-
munizations are free.

Both Palaian and Mollenkamp
recelve discounts from their pedi-
atriclans far their twins.

help out and McGin-
ty haa hired 8 woman to ease the
relentlegs routine of feedings and
other chores.

“A shower is a preclous thing
around here,” said McGinty.

Sean McGinty, a computer pro-
grammer, has taken on cxtra os-
signments to earn extra funds,
‘The McGintys have sold their
sporta car and Gnyle works two
doys o month. .

When people spot her triplets
stroller, "you pretty well got
mobbed, but it's fun,” she said.

“It's not hard; it's just busy. It s -

definitely a different lifestyle.”

Also elated arc Karen and
Richard Miller of Farmingten
HIlls, who adopted twin girls after
several childless years of mar-
ringe. The Millers' twins, who will
turn three in August, are blond,
blue-eyed mirror images of each
other. Andren Miller is intuitive,
quiet and focused. Ashley is talk-
ative and friendly.

“1 understand when people get
them mixed up,” said Karen, 34,2
former social worker. “Close
frlends and family try to treat
them as individuals.”

Telling them apart
Miller tells her daughters apart
by personality traits. Andrea
welghs less and Miller can tell the
difference when she picks her up.
Each girl hes a cowlick, but it's
on the opposite side of each
other's heads.
“They are each other’s best
friend,” Miller said. “They kiss
each other's boo-boos. They give
pots and kisses, It's just darling.”
Despite the phyaical and finan-
clal stress, the Millers feel
blessed.
Richard, 35, is a sales mannger
for an auto-related business. The
Millers have been married 11
years and had been disappointed
in earlier adoption bids.
“Mothering is the hardest (job)
with the lcast pay, and the most
rewarding,” Karen sald.
For more information about
Mothers of Multiples, call 851-
0859,
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“I'm convinced a good doctor
-must be a great

listener.”

- Dr. Andrew C

At Midwest Internal Medicine, we believe good communication is the key to
Dbetter care, )
That's why we take the time to listen to your thoughts, feclings and questians
during your medical visit,
We give carcful
possible to ensure your good health, We also share treatment options, 5o everyone
- doctor, patient and family
decisions.
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