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POINTS GF VIEW

Expanded basics help develop ‘whole’ students

he basics are still alive and well
in Farmington's clementary
schools,

From my experionces in teaching in
two clementary schools in the past
cight years, I sce teachera valuing the
basies, but also expanding them so
that children are motivated and en-
abled to learn meaningfully,

Our philosophy is to teach and de-
velop whole students, not just teach ac-
ademic subjects and isolated skills.

The curriculum we deliver and the
style in which wa deliver it enables
kids to leave elementary achool with
the basic foundation for lifelong lear-
ing.

Ty 1 hinlki

Phonics essential

Phonica is an casontial part of read-
ing and it {s taught in all our schools,
1t is also an integral part of whole lan-
guage. The belief that only an intensive
grounding in phonics will lead to read-
ng is a mi tion

1 have observed that kids who can
only do phonics are word-bound, hesi-
tant readers who read for sounds in-
stead of meaning:

When literature and related activi-
ties are well chosen, comprehenaion
will be extonded and students’ lives
will be enriched, I have taught using
basals and workbooks and, moro ro-
ce}n:!lly. in the past three years, using
whole

Qurp
on many levels, values students’ back-
ledge and i

it ‘come alive'

ground
and connccts and expands thelr exper-
iential background with an enriched
curriculum,

‘Phis has been clearly proven in
many of our schools by high test
scores, kids’ attitudes toward school,
parent support and the quality of work
we see.

: The Observer has published recent
letters and articles implying Farming-

Now I find kids love reading so much
more using good children’s literature.
Peachers using wholo language teach
skills and rending stratogies through
the use of literature that epans the cur-
rieulum,

Through i ing our

GUEST COLUNNIST

{ Donie HarrlS ]

ton, :Ihu process approach to writing i
. .

ught.
Children learn prewriting skills

the audience is usually only the writer,
the teacher and perhaps the parent,
spelling does not have tho same signifi-
cance a8 writing a final project, report,
or a plece ready for publication where
there is a larger audience,

Math basics live

In teaching math, the basics again
are alivo and well in Farmington, We
want children to understand and work
through concepts meaningfully so they

d d them, not just izg

them, .

‘There is a place for drill and children
must know their basic facts. However,
thereis muchhmore to a good math un-

: ding t

where they think and brai about
what they are going to write, they write
their thoughts in draft form, then cdit
and revise, and finally publish their
writing.

Inventive spelling is in

an ing your {lash-
carda. Math strategics are taught and

ipulatives are used so children can
feel, ace and underatand the relevance
of m‘nth concepts rather than just

cortaln stages nfwrltlng.rlrt allows the
student freedom and flow of his/her
'.huu‘ght.a without getting hungup on

and making language come alive in the
classroom, we continue to develop, en-
hance and enrich lifelong, active litora-
cy in our students. b
as

ton teachers are giving up on hi

{vo spelling in cl

{cs in that stage of the writing
pracess.

As we move to improving skills and
children grow and become more li-
torate, students aro made aware of im-
proper spolling and the importance of

1ly come up with an answer.

In many classrooms, whole language
is connected to math. Students have
experienced wonderful children's liter-
ature containing math themes,

Children write and speak math sta-
ries and display their math conceptual
understanding in their writtgn expres-
sion, Farmington elementary teachers
provide an enriched math curriculum

“hecause I know it provides an exciting

hers feel strongly _oa,
that education is a joint adventure be-
twoen home and school. Paronts wand=
to bo involved and we want them in-=
volved in meaningful ways. -
1t has been my experfence that kids
seem to do better in sghool when they
sense that their parents and teacherss,
agree about their education. ]
‘Parents set the stage for thelr chily®
dren having good attitudes for learning
and achool, provide the expericnces on
which their children build intellectubl
skills, and givothe security for their?
children ta develop to their fullest.
Parents, working with the school, .,
can make a difference in the level of *
success in school and later careers of+
their children. "
Teachers and parents must ba part-
ners in &'child’s education and that is
why communication between the
school and home is 80 valued in Farm-

ington. .
Af a teacher in the Farmington pub-
lic'schools, I am proud of my district”

T

learning environment where this can

all take place. R
Dodie Harris is fourth-grade teach-

er at Hillside Elementary School in the

phonica. also coma undor question, In Farming- | correction. In journal writing, where that goes well beyond the basics. Farmington School District. :
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- ‘Toworing up to 300 fest, the trees of | eata. His forest plan announced in July | B Enforce existing law by protectin hear from those who seek to preservea
$ave the forests the anciont forest in the Pacific Nogth- | is waefully inadequate. Not only does endangered species. Ve ¢ public from the d Fructi By
west are among the last survivors of the plan fail to provide real permanent Ancient forests are a unique and private interests, o

resident Clinton and Vice Presi-
dent Gore have recently an-
nounced their plan to cut waste
ip government.

Unfortunately, the Preaident has an-
gther plan that will allow the cutting of
a very important and beautiful nation.
al treasure; the ancient forests of the
acific Northwest.

the natural world untouched by
humans in North America.

The lost of the ancient foreats, how-
ever, are under assault by timber com-
panies that threaten to wipe out the
last of the majestic trees in less than 20
years, .

ident Clinton igned ona

protection, it also distorts the {asue
l;xrnugh the use of misleading statia.
tica.

The ancient forest plan must be
changed immediately:
B Stop all logging and salvaging in the
nngeqt'{o'ma ts.

for-

'"" road buil ding and other

promise to protect the

Dismal findings in reading

valuable ecosystem, The forests are
home to over 200 animal and countless

‘The courts have mandated that th:.

plant apecies, and they in water
quality by protecting rivers and
streams.
The forests also support a growing
1 inthe

take public on his
plan until Oct. 28, Now ia the time ta,
stand up and epeak out for the perma-
nent protection of this great American .

touriat and
Northwest.
‘The Clinton administration must

Sonia Chawlse, 'l\my:

o

think you

il

tch national averages

ma ch national av g
cople in my line of work get a lot of press -

releases — we call 'em “handouts” —

H and I'm no exception. I've never seen as
rpany hand a8 now, all hear-
ings on what’s to happen with Michigan's kin.
dergarten through 12th grade school system.

! The State Board of Education is holding
Hearings. So is the state Senate Republican
daucus, Sen. Debbie Stabenow, o Democratic
didats for g is holding hearings.
Bemocrats in the state House are holding hear.
ings. The MEA, Michigan's largest tenchers
nion, isn't holding hearings, but it's testifying

have to spend
$30,\OOO to ;.-‘

_PHILP POWER

s e | fee] Sa

! This is all to the good, although grumpy folke
like me can't help suspecting that all this frenzy
for public input is just window dressing for

what will be entirely insider power plays when
ho deals finally got cut about how to fund and
structure Michigan's schools, .

For readers interested in attending hearings
nd keeping their heads clear in the hlizford of
smotion and hype, claim and counterclaim, here
re a few facts and conclusions to keep in mind:
B According to a recont national study, “Rcud;
{ng Report Card for the Nation and the States,
#1 percent of Michigan's fourth graders cannot
_tead at a basic level, Despite that dismal find-
{ng, Michigan's scores ranked just above the na-
:tionnl average. Our schools are failing; so, too,
fro schools throughout America.

A Another national survey reco ntly 1
that just a little moro than half of America’s
\workers ware *'workforce illiterate” — that is,
Fould not read instructions, understand blue-
‘printa, operate tools and machinery nmi rn'ake
simple job-rolated jons, Surprise! Poor
schools produce poor workers.

8 Harold Stevenson, o professor at the Univer-
‘sity of Michigan, has been studying the diffor-
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@ According to a recent natlonal
study, ‘Reading Report Card for
the Natlon and the States,’ 41
percent of Michigan’s fourth
graders cannot read at a basic
tevel. Desplte that dismal finding,
Michigan's scores ranked Just
above the national average.

the schools doesn't help.

‘While you're listening to tho testimony, you
might also want to remember that some import-
ant steps already have been taken in Michigan
to imp! school perf

The state now gives MEAP (Michigan Edu-
cational Assesament Program) tests annually to
kids in various grades. This newspaper publ.
ishes results for local schools, building by
building. Th is of parents are learning
just how their local achools n'r.o stacking up and,

tuded

Ifyouve got $30000 to spend on transportation, congratulations.
But every 1994 Saturn comes with a steel spaceframe. A standard driver- ©
side airbag, Even optional anti-lock brakes. Ata starting price somewhere

south of $13,000. A luxury car? Well, maybe not. A safe car? Yes.

where Yo p:
Boginning with the class of 1394, state-en-

‘onces between Amorican and Asien schools for dorsed diplomas will be given only to graduatea LSRR of the 1994 SL2 i S12:470 including etailerprvparstion and g,lW,,,,,,-M brakes
14 years. Comparing fourth geado math achieve: | who measure up on assespment tests, At a time Taux, Licenwe, transportation and other aptivns additional. © 1995 Saturn Corporation.

when jobs are scarce, this may have real impact.
1 don’t know many employers interestod in hir- * .
ing kids with inferior diplomaa.

These are good steps, only now boginning to
show soma resulta, You might want to remind
tho various holders of hearings that throwing

'ment between 30 Chicago-area schools and 30
in Japan, ho found only ono American school
fattained a score as high as the lowost score
charted in Japan. No wonder the Japanese Au;o
beating us in int e el f pet
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tion. SATURNof ANN A S, F. HiLLs
. tak . of RBOR  SATURNof FARMINGTON HILLS P
il Ovor tho past 16 years in Michigon, ey | o the baby with the bathwater io & mlstake, 500 Automal Drice 24730 Haggerty Road . 8400 Disie Huy.at1.75,exit93 { *
| about 26 percent while the number of childron Phil Power is chairman of the company that - 313-769-3991 3134737220 : 313:620-8500 ,: ¢
$in schools dropped by about a querter, andtest | owns this newspaper. His touch-tone voice mail - SATURN of PLYMOUTH SATURN of SOUTHFIELD SATURN of SOUTHGATE ' |
scores doclined somewhat, Throwing monoy at number is (313) 953-2047 ext. 1880, . 9301 Massey Dr, 1:275 & . 29929 Telegraph Road 16600 Fort Street- I
g ' . ‘Annt Arbor R4, 3134537890 313:354-6000 o 313:246-3300 i o T
- SATURNof TROY SATURN of WARREN R
Your opinions Toll us and your neighbors what you think about the opinions * 1804 Maplelawn, Troy Motor Mall - / .

by writing a letter to the editor at: The Observer, .
21888 Farmington Road, Farmington 48338, Or, if youhavea " |
Touch-Tone® phone; you can leave a voice mail message for our
columniats, Their numbers are listed ot the end of cach column.
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