KEELY WYGONIK, EntToR
853-2105

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1993

Favmington Observer:

ENTERTAINMENT _

Village Players

he Village Players will open its 1923-84
? season with A Few Good Men,” by Arron

Sarkin, 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 24, at the play-
house, 762 Chestnut St. Birmingham, Shows Fri-
dnys and Saturdays through Oct, 2. matines 2 p.am.
Sunday, Sept. 26. Call 644-2075 for ticket informa-
tion.

Oakland University
akland University's Department of Music,
Theatre and Dance will present “Who's
Afraid of Virginia Woolf?" 8 p.m. Friday
and Saturday, Sept. 24-25 in the Vamer Recital
Hall on the Oakland Univeraity campus in Ro-
chester. Gordon Reinhart of Westland makes his

OU directing debut with the show. Tickets $10
general, $8 senior, and $5 student. Call 370-3013.

Livonia Symphony
he Livonia Symphony Orchestra will pres-
ent fta first concert of its 20th season 8 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 2 In the James Carli Audito-
rium of Churchill High Schoo), Newburgh at Joy
Road in Livonla, Featured soloist is award-win-
ning pianist Anthony Bonomlel. Tickets $12 gen.
eral; $8 seniors age 62 and older; $6 studenta 12

and older; and 83 children under 12, Call 421-1111
or 464.2741.

Group Du Jour

roup Du Jour, the Farmington area Phil-
harmonic will present a concert 7:30 p.m.
Schoal, 32000 W, Sh

Westland native
shines in ‘Evita’

Like the woman it
portrays, “Evita,”
Andrew Lloyd
Webber's and Tim
Rice’s documentary
put to music, is cap-
tivating and full of
surprise.

Westland native
Dan Cooney, a grad-
uate of John Glenn
i|-ll(gh School, as the
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SEVITA"
‘Theoater: Fisher Theatre, Fisher
Building, 3011 Weat Grand Boule-
vard, at Second, Detrojt
Curtain time: Performances 8
p.m. Tucsday through Saturday; 2
pm. Saturday and Sunday; 7:30
p.m. Sunday through Oct. 3.
Tickota: Range from $25 to $42.50
Tueaday through Thursday, Satur-
day, Sundey matinces and Sunday
i Tickets $30 to $47.60

Y , helps
piece together the story of Eva Peron
who married Juan Peron, president of
Argentina in the 19405 and became
one of the mast powerful women in
the world, She died of cancer at age 33
but her legend survives.

Cooney's fine tenor voico and ener-
gy help keep the show moving. He’s
all over the stage, running and chang-
ing roles like a chameleon. One min-
ute he's the narrator, the next an ob-
server, n waiter, even a reporter. Dur-
ing Act II, he's dragged from the
crowd by soldiers, a victim of the
Peronist regime.

Cooney is handsome and likablo as
Che. Dressed in army fatigues with a
beard, he looks the part of a revolu-
tionary.

Aires

Fﬂduyn ond Saturdey Evenings.
Call Ticketmaster, 645-6666. For
more information, eall 872-1000.

a REVIEW

men to advanco herself, Eva Duarte, a
poor village girl, becomes a model,
broadcaster and film actress.

Eva and Juan Peron, played by Da-
vid Brummel, meet at a charity con-
cert. She evicts his mistress and
moves in determined that Peron be-
come president.

Donna Marle Asbury as Eva is
strong and bellevable, She has a pow-
erful voloe and stage presence. David

1 is believable as Col. Juan

“Evita” opens in a B
cinema. The movie, on & suspended
screen in the middle of the stage, is
atopped to ennounce Eva Peron'a
death, Images of actora on stage are
superimposed on screen with film of

Sunday, Sept. 26, at Farmington High
&y |CKe
ets §12 and $10 students and seniors, Call 478-
2075,

Plymouth Symphony
ample gourmet foods and hear the Plym-
outh Symphony perform at “A Night Qut
at the Porterhouse,” 1058 South Main,
Plymouth, 5-9 p.m. Friday, Sept. 24, to benefit the
symphony. Donatlon $5 per person. For informa-
tion, call 455-6770. Symphony season begins 8
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 9, at Belleville High School

Auditorium, 501 W. Columbta, call 461-2112 for
tickets,

Meadow Brook

akland University's Meadow Brook The-

atre Gulld ia sponsoring a “Spotlights,” a

juried arts and crafts show with over 100
exhibitors, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday,
Sept, 25-26, on the campus in Rochester. Admis-
sion {8 $2 with free parking. For information, call
370-3316., Qakland University’s Meadow Brook
Theater season opens 8 p.m, Thursday, Sept. 30
with “The Forelgner.” Shows through Oct. 24, Call
377-3300 for times and ticket information or Tick-
ctmaster, 645-6666,

Concert band
irmingham Concert Band kicks off its
1993-94 concert season 3 p.m. Sunday, Oct. -
3 in the auditorium of Groves High Scheol,
Evergreen Rond north of 13 Mile Road In Beverly
Hills, Tickets $7 family, $3 adults, $2 students
and sentors, Rehearsals are held 7:30-9:30 p.m,
‘Wednesdays at Groves High School. Membership

open to all adults, Call 474.4997, 647.7586 or 852-
9036 for information,

LOOKING AHEAD

What to watch for in Entertainment next week:

W Find out what the Livonin Symphony Orcheatra {s

planning for ita 20th scason which opens on Oct. 2.

l\lﬂBIEmlnghm'n Village Players present “A Few Good
en,”

Eva Peron's funeral.

‘Throughout “Evita,” flashes of film
showing the Perons In power blend
into the theatrical landacape. You
forgot the screen is there and the film
helps you visualize the woman and
her time.

Through Che, the audience wit-
nesees Eva's ascent to power. Using

Peron, one of several military leaders
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Hometown visit: The cast of “Euita,” David Brummel (lef2),

close the the president. He'd like to
be id but hesl Eva
pushes him,

Unconventional devices like com-
bining film and live parformance, cre-
ative chorcography and Larry Fuller's
direction make thia presentation of
“Evita" special.

The soldiers are all wearing sun-
glasses. The ariatocracy, all soven of
them, dressed in black and white,
move together across atage humor.
ously connected as if they are one.

Dan Cooney and Donna Marie Asbury, visited Cooney’s alma
mater; John Glenn High School in Westland.

Peron and the colonels play “musi-
cal chairs.” They rock in_ rocking
chairs and the music stops when they
reach the end of a refrain in “The Art
of the Possible.” They get up, a chair
is d, the song i When

til only Peron and one colonel remnin
on stage. Peron, of course, geta the
chair,
Keely Wygonik is the Taste/Enter-
i Editor of the Observer & Ec-

the music stops, they sit down; the
loser leaves atage, This continues un.

centric Newspapers, Inc. She can be
reached at 953-2105 or fax 531-7279.

Spirited cast puts energy into dated play

The Ridgedale
Ployors, one of Oak-
land County’s
strongest communi-
ty theater compa-
nies, opened their
62nd scason  with
one of Neil Simon's
weakest works. The
1979 musical-come-
dy, “They're Playing
———— Our Song” secms
predictable, and dated in 1993,

Robin Martin Kearney, Assistant
Director Tom D. Coffey and a spirited
cast do thelr best to add the edgy hu-
mor and quick wit we think of as
Simon's trademark, but a willing, ac-
complished cast can't make a play
that isn’t there.

Steve Lucev, a lovabla looking guy
with an ensy sense of timing ploys
Vernon Gersch, a successful
songwriter. Gersch works hard, lives
in tho New York apartment building
where Jerome Kern lived, has an ano-
lyst, has been engoged to threo girls,
and ot age 34, hasn’t a care in the
world except whether he’s going to get
Sonta Walsk, the lyricist he meets
when the play opens.

Lucev delivers his lines with grace,
and we know Gersch is going to wind
up with the gitl. We know there's
going to be Simonesque fruatration
over 8 character named Leo who we
never meot. (I would have liked to).
The script exists so Gerach can tell
Sonia gags like “Talking to you is like

“Thoy’re Plnying Our Song"
‘Theater: Ridgedale Players,
205 W. Long Lake Road, Troy.
Curtain time: Shows 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, Sept. 24-
26, 3 pm. Sunday, Sept. 26.
Tlekots: Tickots $10, seniors
gat $1 off Sunday performance.
Call 433-1572 for ticketa.

u REVIEW

sending out the laundry, you never
know what's going to come back.”
Nonsense. What's going to come
back 1s more tepid gags. Lucev's per-
formanco is better than his role de-
serves, We hope Simon will think up
an interesting plot twist, but Vernon
Gersch goes nowhere, Simon doesn’t
give the two characters we're sup-

posed to care about any poignence,

enough of a dilemmma to make us carc.
Debblo Goody is a highly energetic
Sonia Walsk. Goody has great legs
and an expreesive face and she gives
the part all a caring actresa could.
She sings well enough to handle real.
1y good ballads, I wish she'd been giv.
en some. But Marvin Hamlisch and
Carole Bayer Soger turned in a bunch
of thin, highly forgettable songs for
this show, Everyone does their best to
make them work, eapecially Goody.”
At the end Sonla. stops wearing
castoff dresses from plays, buys a
wool suit, sheds Leo, and turns down

a trip to London 20 sho can write
songs with Gersch. She was doing
that when the play opened. Goody's
liveliness and Lucev's work helps,
but I was left wondering if cordless
phones {a prop in every scene} were
common cbjecta in 1979, I don’t think
80, .
Commendations to Music Director
Kerry Prico who plays plano with
great verve, Eric Shen on drums, Bri.

Season
opener: Deb-
bie Goody as
Sonia Walsk
and Steve -~
Lucey as
Vernon
QGersch star

. in Ridgedale
Players sea-
son opener,
“They're
Playing Our
Song.”

an Komian on bass did a lot with
what they were given. Kudos to the
spirit displayed by dancers Sue Ski-
bici, Lori Jacobs, Annette See, Ron
Richards, Gary Sekerak and Gustav,
the waiter. Onwards with the season!

Helen Zucker has many years' cxpe-
rience reviewing for newspopers and
magazines in Michigan, New York
and Massachusetts.

E thing for Your H dGanl'

W Of 10UY K0me an en:

SEE THE LATEST Technology, Products & Services for kitchens, baths, doors, windows, yardigarden, .
remodeling, arts & crafls, furniture, decorative accessories, pets, electronics, heating, cooling and appliances.

FEATURING:

o Jeff Ball's “Yardening Academy” sp by
Franks Nursery & Crafts. Lawn Care Workshops:
Thurs, & Fri. 4 & 7:30 p.m.; Sat. Noon, 4 & N
7:30 p.m.; Sun, Noon &4 p.m.

* Nursery Sale of evergreen, shrubs, perennials
and chr h from the Metropolitan
Detroit Landscape Association

* “Home Show Pet Show” anchored by
Pet Supplies “Plus”

 Spectal Show Discounts from Exhibitors

o Dally Treasure Chest Prizes .

o Thousands of Ideas for your Home & Garden

. i . NOVI EXPO CENTER
. SEPTEMBER 30 - OCTOBER 3
1:96 and Novi Road

Thurs. & Friday 2:00 p.m. - 10:00
Saturday 10:00 z.m.~ lm:r’::
Sunday 10:00 a.m.» 8:00 pm.
Regular Admission: Adits $5,00; Senlors and
Chlldren 6-12 $3.00; Children under 6 admlited FREE

m Spectal Family Ticket, includes
a»

2 adulls and all the children, $8.00

« svallable only at Farmer Jack and A&
$1.00 off discount admission coupons
avallable at Frank's Nursery & Crafts

THURSDAY
IS FRANK'S DAY

available at...

HRANKS
HURSERY & CAATTS

Oammlalorm

September 30 - October 3

NOVI EXPO CENTER S

e




