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+ “Henry Evans (Mdcaulay Cul-
kin) is a boy with secreta in “The
Good Son,” opening Friday at
puburban movie theaters.

* .0n the surfaco a bright child
who ia loving to his parents, pro-
‘tactive of his slster and loyal to
his friends, Henry haoa a deadly
_senso of ploy, which would horrify
those around him if they knew the
‘thoughts he keepe hidden behind
that angelic face.

But what an adult cannot — or
will not — see is often visible to
another child, When Mark Evans
(Elijah Wood), Henry's cousin,
comes to live with his relatives
following the death of his mother,
Mark quickly comes to learn that
evil has many faces. But will any-
one belteve him?

Twentleth Centry Fox prosents
“Phe Good Son,” a Joseph Ruben
. Fllm_starring Macaulay Culkin
- and Elijah Wood, The film Is di-
- rected by Joseph Ruben, pro-
: duced by Mary Anne Page and
: Joseph Ruben, and written by lon
. McEwan,

: “The Good Son” anlso stars
" Wendy Crewson, David Morse
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and Jocqueline Brookes, It i
rated R (Restricted Under 18 re-
quires eccompanying parent or
guardian).

“The movie is about two kids
— one good, one bad,” sald direc-
tor Joseph Ruben, previously re-
sponsible for such hit thrillers as
“Sleeplng With the Enemy"” and
“Tho Stepfather.”

“But at its core, it's about evil,
pure unexplainable evil. It's
about evil in an unexpected place
— inside a beautiful, charming
12-year-old boy. I think the atory
is almost primal in that it's say-
ing there's not necessarily any
cause for this evil. Deapite having
great parents, Henry, at his very
core, is truly bad.”

n “The Good Son," Mark
knows what Henry is up to, but
no one will listen because what
he's acusing Henry of is impossi-
ble to belleve.

Susan Evans (Wendy Crewson)
portrays Henry's mother and the
one person Mark views as a kin-
dred spirit in the Evans house.
But Susan silently carries a huge
burden of guilt, believing the acci-

dental drowning of her youngest
child was her fault.

“The Good Son" also stars
Dantel Hugh Kelly as Wallace
Evans, Henry's father, who strug.
glea to understand and protect his
family from Mark's seemingly bi-
zarre behavior,

David Morsa portrays Jack Ev.
ans, Mark's father, who with great
reluctance leaves his only son in
the care of his brother’s family
shortly after the death of his wife.

“Elijah (Mark) has such as
wonderful face and such a win-
ning way about him,” said direc-
tor Joseph Ruben.

“I thought this movie was going
to be a kind of nightmare, direct-
ing two 12-year.olds, but both
Mack and Elijah are actors. They
concentrate, they stay focused;
they're not like kids in that re.
spect.””

To let us know what you think
of “The Good Son” or ony other
newly released movie, call Keely
Wygonik, Entertainment editor,
953-2105, Fax comments to §91-
7279 or write: Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers, Inc., 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia, MI 48150,
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Bad Influence: Macaulay Culkin (right) is evilminded Henry Evans and Elijah Wood
his goodhearted cousin, Mark, in “The Good Son.” :

‘Into the West’: It’s likable though unbelievable

Like wide-
eyed kids hud-
dled around the
campfire of an
old Irish story-
teller, we're all
suckers for a
well-epun yam.

Toke “Into the
West,” the story
of twoboysand a
mystical horse

JOHN
MONAGHAN
that works a rare kind of megic
ance you're willing to check your
disbelicf ot the door.

On the outskirta of Dublin, 8
majestic white horse appears out
of nowhere and follows home an
old gypsy tinker. The animel im-
mediately takes a shine to the
mon's grandsons, who try to
board the horse in their apart-
ment,

When the police impound the
horse and sell it to a wealthy
businessman, the boys find him
and gollop away. Fancying them-
selves cowboys from American
movies, they head west with a
posse in hot pursuit,

The idea that the whole country
takes such an interest in a single
horse is onc of the smaller pills
you have to swallow in “Into the
‘West.” The movie docen't work 80
‘much on logic ns an heart, a spe-
‘cific brand- of Irlsh heari seen
‘most recently in “Hear My Song,”
“The Playboys” and cven “The
Commitments.”

» Jim Sheridan, who wrote “My
LeRt Foot,” provides the screen-
‘play, a road movie with some gene

Studio captures ‘The Age of Innocence’|

Using scenes from the new Co-
.lumnia Plctures mavie “The Age
of Innocence™ ns its inspiration,

. Studio 330 has created a window
display that depicts a lifestyle of

beauty and eleganco from a differ- .

i ent timo.

i Studlo 330, a gift gollery, s in
! the Bloomf{icld Plaza, 8568 Tole-
i graph at Maplo, in, Bloomfield
i: Township. Owner Randy Forester
“:and window designor Barbara
«:Mandell captured tho elegance
*'and style deplcted in Columbia
+:Plctures’ now film, Hours are 10
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project where they live instead of
the open road.

“Into the West” pays tribute to
the romance of tinkers, whose

the boys, Ossie and Tito, tire of
sleeping outdoors, they sneak into
a movie theater after hours and
gorge themselves on popeorn and
fruit punch. So does the horse.

Director Mike Newell pulls in
the reins on overtly precious
moments, something he was un-
able to do in his gooey and over-
rated “Enchanted April.”

Sometimes, the shaggy horse
story does get awny from him, ea-
pecially in relation to Papa Riley
(Gabriel Byme), who loves the
kids but has been unable to do
right by them since their mother
died. We hear what a fearless man
he once was but never feel we
know him, even when he finds
redemption at film's end.

Ellen Barkin co-stars as a red-
heired tinker woman, but her bro-
gue is eo bad that she only has a
haondful of lines. When she picka
up a hunk of coal at a buried
campsite and announces that the
boys have been gone for six hours,
we can't help but snicker.

The boys, played by Rory Con-
roy and David Kelly, lack any
auch Hollywood pretensions.
They're cute all right, but in a gri-
my urchin sort of way. They look
truly pathetic when’ singing for
shillinga or in the dreary confinea
of The Tower, the Dublin housing

aum. to 6 pam. Monday through
Saturday and 10 am. to 8 pm.
Thuraday.
- #Age of Innocence,” now show-
ing on two screens at the AMC
Maple in Bloomfield Township,
brings to iifo the olegance of fash-
tonable New York society in the
1870s. The film is based on the
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by
Edith Wharton. * .
As the film opens, Newland
Archer (Daniel Day-Lewis} 18 on-
gaged to May Welland (Winona ™
Ryder) and ia urging her to hurry

atill dot the Irish coun-
tryside. “We all have a bit of the
traveler in us,” Papa Riley an-
nounces, “but we never find what
we're loaking for."

The movie is about that end-
less search, the child-like faith,
that eomething better lies just
around the next bend. For the
boys, the horse symbolizes tho
protective, free-spirited mother
that died during Ossio’s birth.

Stunning shots of the Irish

the date of their wedding. Thelr

match embodies the character of

New York with its tyranny of fam-
ily lineage and social standing.

Ellen Olenska (Michelle
Plellfer), May's cousin, has just
returned from Europe. Newland {s
captivated by Ellen. Her honest
natute and mysterious authority
of her beauty point up the cons-
traints of his own society and In-
experience of his fiencee. He finda

landscape contrast with the aban-
doned cars and buming garbege
cans of the city. Waterfalls, an-
cient ruine on emerald green
ficlds and the crashing constal
waves tempt us all back to a life
on the road.

Call it the luck of the Irish that

“Into the West” got made at all
and a mimér miracle that lc,v‘k‘ws

“Into the West"” is now playing
at these suburban movie theaters!
AMC Americana Weat, AMC
Southfield City, Showcase Auburn
Hills, Showcase Dearborn, Show-
case Westland, Star Winchester,
GCC Canton Cinemo, Showcase
Pontiac, Star John R, United Art-
ists 12 Oaks.

To leave o
M h dial 953-2047, mail-

received wide

e
well-crafted and inherently lik.
able, the offbeat approach and
thick Irish accents can't help but
dlsappolnt family audiences ex-
pecting a four-legged cousin to
“Free Willy."

# kindred soul in Ellen, and they.

fall passionatoly in love.
. -Now d must choose be-

WXYT radio talk show host
David Newman will be signing
coples of his new book, “David

Meet movie quiz book author

contains 1,000 questiona taken
from these quizzes and pro.
vides the answera In the back.

2| . Newmean's Movis Quiz Book” There-also ars llsts of New-

s} (Raptor Press, $1260) at 7 men's favorile aclors and ac-

{| pm. Thureday, Oct. 7, in Bor-  tresses, ot

2| ders Book Shop, Beverly Hilla, :

3|  For nine years, Newman haa Borders is at 81150 South-

{1 entertained listeners with his ficld Road, at 13 Mile. For

31| monthly movle quir. “David more, information, call 644

1. Newman's Movie Quiz Book" ' 1616, .
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tween May and the world ho

knows and Ellen the world he

dreams of having.

The story takes place among

the privileged of old New York, an

! {naular, .highly structured world

concerned ‘mainly ;ﬂﬂ:l );:’ep{nx
up appearances and maintalning
mlc; social order. R

As ‘Wharton, who grew up In
thia “priviloged” society de-
scribes, it was “a hisroglyphic
world where the real thing was
nover said, or donme, or even
thought.” '
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. PHILLIP CARUSO

_Lovestory: May Welland
*' (Winona Ryder) and New-
- land Archer (Daniel Day-

Lewis) are recently en-
gaged in “The Age’of Inno-
cence,” a Columbia
Pictures release based on
the Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel by Edith Wharton.

box number 1866, o @ touch-tone
phone, fax him a note at §91-7279,

message for John |
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T THE WEST

or write him in care of Entertain- | Roleased by: Miramax Films
ment, Observer & Eccentric News- | Staring: Gobriel Byrne, Ellen
papers, 36251 Schoaleraft, Livonia | Barkin, Ciaran Fitzgerald,
48150. Ruaidhri (Rory) Conroy, and
Johnny Murphy ) .
Family Dlrocted by: Mike Newell
foature: * Produced by: Jonathan
Ciaran Covendish and Tim Palmer
Fit id Written by: Jim Sheridan
ttzgerald | punning time: One hour, eight
and Ruaidhri | minutes
Conroy with Rated: PG (Some material may
TirnanOg, a | notbesuitcble for predeenagers)
beautiful and | Rating fout of a possible four)
magical . . i
horse they )
rescue in ‘
“Into the - : @
West,” an
;clive;ztur; e oonmest (8] [@)] (8] [€]
ilm for the recommended|
whole family. Sy . s e
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