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Dehghtful cast saves ‘God’s Favorite’

The Pl
Theater Guild’
current  produc.
tion of "God's
Favorite,” direct-
ed by Nency
Harrower,
succeeds desplte
some heavy odds
against it,

Neil Simon
has said that he
regards this com.
edy-drama as his
most personal play. Created
shortly after tha death of his first
wife, this story of a modern-dey
Job served, he says, a8 a kind of

. VICTORIA
DIAZ

therapy when he underwent a per-
donnl crists of falth at that time,

. One s glad for Simon that he
had access to such a lucrative
form of therapy, of course. Maybe
it worked well for him. Whether
his therapy works auccessfully as
a play is another matter entirely,
of course. Perhaps it is no acci-
dent that "God's Favorite” is one
of Simon's lesser-known plays.

‘Theator: Plymouth Theater
Guild, Water Tower Theatre,
41001 West Seven Mile Road,
Northville,

Curtaln time: 8 p.m. Fridays
and Saturdays through Oct. 2
Tickots:” Adults $8, soniors,

“‘GOD'S FAVORITE"

youth, $7. Purchase tickets in
advance and get $1 off. Ad-
vance tickets available at Sir
Speedy Printing, 485 8. Main,
Plymouth and Heavenly Bak-

ery, 43053 W, 7 Mile, North-
ville. Call 349-7110,

REVIEW

A major problem lies with its
large number of stale and tire.
some characters,

Here, played by Gail Meener, is
the Gracie-Allen-warmed-over,
comically naive wife, Rose. You
know, the one who almost never
gets the point her deeper-thinking
spouse i8 trying to make, Jeremy
Wright plays Ben Benjamin, the
big, onfish son who bumbles
around like the proverbial bull in
n chino shop, Nicele Beaudoin is
his hyper adotescent sister. She
comes complete with plush toys

in tow, and enough tﬁllnua to’

last a lifetime, Jon Nettie is the
older brother, David, the wise.
cracking drunk,

The obligatory servants, played
by Shannon Klouss and Ford
Suther!md, dlapenw tidbits of
down-to sdom, mpeak in
“funny" acconts (Imre, it’s South-
ern, 1 believo), and shake their
weary heads at the antics of their
well-to-do employers.

Each player does as well a8
could ba with thess old
stereotypes, But, really, how far
can they bo expected ta go? Some
of them are doubly handicapped
in that their characters are often
slmply unlikablo,

Fortunately, lead character Joe

pleyed by Jerry Salas,

and God's messenger from Jock-

son Heights, Sidney Lipton

(Sulathlel Baldwin), provide de-
lightful relief.

relie!
Though the belenguered Joe
does tend to speechify occastonal-
ly, Simon has drawn him more.
fully than the cardboard family
over which he presides. He ap-
peara to have brain cells that
function, for instance, and, in his
misery, is ultimately o ilknhln,
sympathetic guy. Sales, with o
kind of wiry, slmmering cnergy,
makes his character a pleasure to
watch,
‘And speaking of pleasure, you'll
get Jots of it via Salathiel Baldwin
a8 God's definitely offbeat mes-

senger, Sydney Lipton, Dressed in Ply

what has to be the costums of the
year (bring your sunglasses!)
Baldwin'a Sydney moves around
the etage llke a neon sprite.
Dispensing movie trivia and other
dellghtful bits of information, she

win you over from the time
she's first discovered hiding be-
hind that sofa in the Benjamin's

Student-run restaurants open for lunch

Great food, at reasonable pric.
es, served by pleasant, eager-to-
please staff uwult dlm!m at res-

T'wice a month a grand buffet is
offered in place of the regular
wmenu at $6.25 per person. The fall
buffet ‘dates are Oct. 7,'

programs at Schooleraft College
in Livonia, Oakland Community
College in Farmington Hills, and
Henry Ford Community College
in Dearborn,

The Ridgewood Cafe and Bake
Shop at Oakland Community
Tollege, 27066 Orchord Lake
Road, Farmington Hills, is in J-
305. Hours are 11 am. to 1 pm,
Monday - through Thuraday.

Oct, 21, Nov. 9, Nov. 24 and Dee.
16. The seventh annual Wassail
Fenat will be on Dec. 2, Call 471-
7786 for reservations and infor-
mation.

Schoolcraft's American Harvest
Restaurant in the Waterman
Campus Center at 18600 Haggerty
Road between Six and Seven Mile

winning Master Chefs and culi-
nary arts students. It {s open for
lunch noon to 1:15 p.m, Tuesday
thmugh Friday, Entrees range
from $6 to $10. On Fridays the
regular menu is cast aside to pres.
ent an extonsive buffet of eppetiz-
ers, entrees and desserts for $8.26
per person, Seating ie limited to
50 guests, call 462-4488 for reser-
vations.

Henry Ford Community Col-

lege's Gate Room Restaurant is
operated by the Hoepitality Stud-
ies program. The Gate Room I8 in
the college's Student Center near
the main entranco at 5101 Ever-
green, Dearborn, Lunch served 11
am, and 12:16 p.m, Tuesday
through Thuraday. Dinner served
6 p.m. and 7:16 p.m. Wednesdaya,
Call 845-9642 for reservations.
Prices range from $8.50 for fillet

. mignon to $3.50 for apinach salad.

roads features gourmet

prepared by the school’s award-
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CRUISE NIGHT!
EMBASSY SUITES

19525 Victor Patkway » Livonia » off 7 Mile « E. of 1-275
SEPTEMBER 30 * 6-9:00 pm
"« Free Admission

« Door Prizes
» Meet the crulse representatives

al the

Cruise Discounts

478-5525
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DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

T.S.
MARTIN'S

Restaurant & Tavem

THE ENTERTAINMENT IS BACK!
Come See "Those Two Guys™
Saturday at 9 P.M.

TRY OUR GREAT PIZZA OR FRESH PASTA!
We Do Banquet & Off-Premise Catering

Ask About Our Banguet Fuilifiai

537-6610

27189 Grand River (just E. of Inkster)

\Mr. 2 o4

DINNER FOR
TWO - *10.95

Good Sunday - Thuraday

Veal Parmesan with Spaghettl
Baked Spaghetti Au Graten
Chicken Stir-Fry with Rice Pilaf
Steak Eabob with Rice Pilaf

24366 Grand Rwvot

W ot Tegrachl

1380
OFEN 7 CAYS 837-4450

STEAK HOUSE
27331 Five Mile Rd. (Comer of Inkster)
537-5600

ANNIVERSARY
PARTY!
Thursday, Sept. 23rd
- OUR FAMOUS -

FRIED CEHICKEN

gd‘rkhl & Cole Slaw 33-50
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comedy—dwmu' Jerry Salas as Joe Ben]amm (left to rig ).

Nicole Beaudoin of Livonia as Sarah Benjamin, Jeremy,i'~

AL

and Gail

Wright of Westland as Ben Bi
th as Rose Benji

in in a scene from the Plymov

Theatre Guild production of “God’s Favorite.”

fancy-schmancy Long lsland
manslon,
Costumes by Jan Paver and
Mary Lynn Kuna, ar ¢ definite
sl;;’s Seta, denlgned by John Jor-

and and

help to mu.ko the production l i
first-rate.

Victoria Diaz is o Livonia-based
freclancer, who specializes in arts
articles in ;(u

=

and Nancy
conntructed by Jordan's crew,

metro area.

WHAT’S COOKING

nea

Sond Items to be considered
for publication in What's Cooking
to: Keely Wygonik, Taste/Enter-
tainment editor, the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcratt, Livonia 48150. Our
Fax number Is 591-7279.

H PLYMOUTH LANDINO
Plymouth Landing, 340 North

o
Main Street, Plymouth is offering,
& special menu throughout Sepy, -
tember featuring appetizers
entrees from the islands of Greece
including Moussaka, Spanako- ...
teropeta, Pastitaio, Souvlaki, bn,
ised lamb skanks, lamb chops * %
and aven roasted chicken, Hougp,
are 11 a.m, to 2 p.m. Reservations
accepted. Call 455-3700,
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BUSINESSMAN'S WNCHES DAI!.Y SPECIALS

40% OFF TOTA!. BILL

Not valid with any other coupon
With coupon « One coupon por visit» Explles fw f~9
28975 Stond Rivor Avo. « Farming?ton Hii

Opcn 11 A.M.
Businessmen’s Lunches

1095

*. 28500 Schoolcrafr Op;

September

he Roman Terrace II
GRAND OPENING WEEKEND CELEBRATION

Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Chef’s Special Dinners for 2
Fresh Seafood, Chicken or Beef Entrees

COCKTAIL HO!
4-7 P.M, Daily
‘.m\‘l Cocktail Hour
NE0. 4 P.M.Cloalng
NOW APPEARING... ‘'
THE SHOWCASEMEN
NOW BOOKINQ BANQHB‘I‘B
posye Ladhroke DRC LIYON!{\
520

AT 2 11RO A OPLN SN 0 4D

24, 25 & 26

$19% |
Complimentary glass of wine with
each dinner.
37610 W. 12 Mile at Halstcad Road
Mon.-Thur, 11-10 2] 553-0080
Fri.Sat. A11-11 Ll Fax Take Out
Sunday 5l 5530082,
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16800 MIDDLEBELT (Between 5 & 6 Mile Rds.) Livonia - 6225600

FAMILY ATMOSFHERE » FULL LINE OF BEER, WINE, LIGUOR & COCKTAILS

Dishes

SUNDAY SPECIAL
Completa Family Dinver
12 Noon-10:00 p.m.

‘Balad, Matn

440,95, | Sirasssns

Offeriog & full menu of h

de Greek, Italian & Amerl
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OPEN 7 DAYS!

3.25 - *4.95 muu.uu:‘ld.l;":-. 12aem.
ey 2 . -
nmnmmum .
: -&A!‘;I?n.u «Chdoago Byt
3.98 - ‘8.95 .n,_ k' B eyl
. N 3 Eabobe

ot

SENIOR CITIZENS10% DISCOUNTS After 3 P.M.

¥

H




